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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Difputes between the Court of Rome and the Tufcan 
Government. 

W ITH greater gentlenefs of manner and fu- 
perior coolnefs of temper, Leppold profeffed 
nearly the fame principles in adminiftration as 
his brother : and it will ever be confidered as a 
memorable circumftance in the hiftory of the 
prefent century, that two brothers, t<vo princes 
of that fame houfe of Auftria whofe pallions 
have fo often thrown the world into confufion 
and increafed the errors as well as the calamities 
of mankind, Ihould in concert have undertaken, 
each within his own dominions, to banifti de- 
grading and oppreflive prejudices, and partly to 
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realife that hope, which has (o often been difap;* 
pointedj of feeing philofopby feated on the 
throne. Notwithftdnding a few miftalces, fuch 
as muft ever attend the fir& fieps taken in a 
quite novel career, the reign of Leopold will 
ever be accounted one of the moft fupportable ; 
and Tufcany, indebted to him for her profperity, 
will long blefs his memory. 

But, to produce thofe beneficial eflPefts which 
fhe ftill enjoys, vLeopold had to overcome many 
obftacles, to thwart many interefts, confequently 
to create many mal-contents. During feveral 
antecedent ages, the court of Rome, with her 
pretenlions confecrated by the credulity of manr 
kind, and the abufes introduced by her ambi- 
tion cloked under the facred veil of religion, 
flood in the way to oppofe all thofe who at- 
tempted to illuminate and regenerate any por- 
tion of the hurhan race. Leopold combated her 
"^^ith a perfeverance which was finally crowned 
firith. the moft complete fuccefs. 
'^Scarcely was Pius the Sixth feated on the 
pontifical throne when he perceived that he 
fliould find in that prince a formidable enemy. 
In 1775, Leopold ordained that all ecclefiaftical 
ppffeffions fituate in his ftates flioyld thencefor- 
ward be fubje£l to the fame contributions as 
other property ; and he fixed the age at whicli 
his fubjefts might be admitted into a religiousr 



order. In the following year he fuppreffed aU 
hermits who had not privileged hermitages (pri>- 
vileged hermits !), aijd reftrained them all from 
begging. This was little toward the accom" 
plifliaicnt of the vaft plan which he had in conf 
templatipn; but it was much for a begirtning. 
The court of Rome fighed and murmured : that 
of Florence ccuitinued unfhakcn in its purpofe: 
nor was this the only mortification that Pius was 
doomed to fuffer from it. 

How great was the alarm of that pontiff when, 
in 1778, h^ faw the grand-duke revive the an- 
cient pretenfions of Tufcany to the duchy of 
Urbino-'-colleft information refpefiting the num- 
ber of perfons of both fexes in the different reli- 
gious orders, and the amount of their revenues 
— ^enjoin them to give gratuitoufly the firft ele* 
ments; of inftruftion to youth — oblige them to ^ 
ftridl obfervance of the rules of their refpeftive 
inftitutions, a flow though fure mode of dimi- 
nifliing their number — exclude them from pub- 
lic places— ^and render their fuperiors refpon- 
fible for any fcandalous conduft of which they 
might be guilty, &c. It is a difgrace to human 
nature and to the Chriftian religion that fuch 
prudent meafures (hould at any time have been 
confidered as innovations : but they were viewed 
as fo many effays which prefaged more ferious 
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reforms, and might therefore well alarm the 
court of Rome. 

Leopold, however, in accompliihiDg thefe re- 
forms, was fometimes miftaken in his choice of 
the means and the inftrumentshe employed. He 
was in fearch of a man, at once intrepid and en- 
lightened, who, knowing the true limits which 
Chriftianity ought not to exceed, fhould purify 
without deftroying it, and Ihould co-operate with 
him in opening the eyes of his fubjefls without 
incurring the rilk of too violently (hocking their 
prejudices. For, though as much a philofopher 
ds his brother, yet, more moderate in his philo* 
fophy, he faw that religion was a ufeful ally to 
the throne, that it furniflied a fupport and a 
fupplement to the temporal authority : he only 
wiflied that it (hould not prove its rival. But, 
to efFeft this great revolution without any con- 
vulfion, he ftood in need of agents who (hould 
unite prudence with intrepidity. The men who 
are beft qualified for fuch a tafk are rather thofe 
who (brink from the public eye than thofe who 
thruft thcmfelves forward to view. His choice 
fell on one of the latter defcription — Scipio 
•Ricci,bi(hop of Piftoja. 

That prelate was noted for his averfion to re-, 
llgious mummeries, as well as for his bold enter- 
prtfing chara^er. Fond of innovation rather 



than of reform, he would perhaps have efta- 
blifhed the reign of fuperftition in Tufcany if it 
had before been unknown. Finding it already 
eftablifhed, its overthrow was become the objeft 
of his ambition ; and he purfued his plan with 
much greater zeal than difcernment. After 
having fuccefsfully paffed through his academic 
courfe in Tufcany, but not without fome morti- 
fications which had begun to four his temper, he 
devoted himfclf to the ecclefiaftical profeffion, 
and early announced a wifli to aft a confpiciious 
part in the world. He was propofed to the 
Holy See by the grand-duke as candidate for 
the bifhopric of Pifloja, and repaired to Rome to 
folicit the iffuing of the bulls cuftomary 6n fuch 
occafions. There the pcrfons in whofe hands 
Jay the diftribution of fpirit-ual favours fubjefted 
him to various difficulties, which irritated his 
irafcible humour ; and he returned to Florence 
highly diffatisfied with the court of Rome. His 
complaints, his projefts of reform, were in per- 
feft accord with the grand-duke's fyftem : they 
fixed the attention of Leopold, who liftened to 
him with complaifance, confulted him, and en- 
couraged him in his reformatory ideas. Thus 
afluredof his fovereign's approbation, he imme- 
diately went to try in his little diocefe the expe- 
riment of his philofophic innovations. Leopold, 
who wiflied for arguments and exainples in 



fkvour of his own fyftem, fuffered him to proceed. 
"Ricci now found himfelf poffeffed of extraordi- 
fiwy power> which he exercifcd in a manner 
that fometimes excited ridicule, and at others 
Ihocked the ideas of tne public. He beftowed 
bis attention on tliofe minutiae which are of no 
importance unlefs fo far as people chobfe to 
make them fo. We will quote a few inftanc^s. 
His diocefe was full of thofe Jiations which 
ferve to retrace before the ages of the faithful 
the diflPerent paufefe which our Saviour may be 
fuppofed to have made in his painful walk up to 
mount Calvary. Each of them was marked by 
an image, at the foot of which the devotees 
ftopped to kneel down and pray. One of the 
bilhop's firft fteps was to reduce thofe ftations to 
half their former number : upon which the peo- 
ple exclaimed againft him as guilty of herefy. 
He wiihed to abolifli the worfliip of images: 
immediately he was branded as a Calvinift, a 
heretic, an atheift. — In Tufcany. as in every 
other catholiq country, the pricfts, in celebrating 
mafs, pronounced certain words in a low voice : 
he maintained that the divine fervice was in- 
tended as much for the congregation as for the 
prieft, and that nothing ought to be concealed 
from them : he therefore gravely ordained that 
the clergymen (hould pronounce in a loud voice 
all the prayers of the mafs.— With the approba- 
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diverting. their produce from its facred de&ih9* 
tiouj had the boldnefs to command that all fums 
already colle£ted under thefe different pretences 
fliould be diftributed among the poor of each 
parifli. He afterward, without the approbation 
of the pope, aboliflied forty ufelefs convents. 

He proceeded even farther, if poffible; and 
the pope's pride was particularly hurt by his 
next ftep. Pius was fcarcely returned from Vi- 
enna, and ftill enjoyed all the illufion of the fuc- 
cefs of his apoftolic journey, when the grand- 
duke, without alleging any pretext, without any 
other motive than his own convenience, fuddehly 
fequeftrated the rich revenues of an abbey which 
the pope himfelf, with Leopold's confent, had 
conferred on cardinal Salviati. Pius fancied hfc 
faw a ftriking difference between the two bro-> 
thers : he was not yet undeceived wjth refpe£t to 
Jefeph's difpofition. But how great was .the 
confternation of the zealous fupporters of ortho- 
doxy, when they learned that Leopold had abo- 
liflied the inquifition in his ftates, and this ** iy 
his fupr erne authority^' and of his " certain knom- 
ledgfy* — confecrated forms of expreffion, which 
the pope thought himfelf alone entitled to ufe 
in ecclefiaftical matters! That tribunal, more 
moderate at Roiiie than in any other part of 
Jiurope, was fo organifcd, compof^d, and kept 



within bounds, that it was the faithful^ ally af 
the papal power without ever becoming its ri- 
val. There feemed to exift no inquifition at 
Rome except for form' fake, and, as it were, to 
ferve as a model to other catholic countries. 
The abolition of the Holy Office was therefore 
not in its own nature an unpardonable crime in 
the eyes of the pope : but, that a fecular prmce 
ihould dare to decree it without the interven- 
tion of the Holy See ! fuch an aft was, in the 
opinion of the canonifts, an infringement of the 
rights of the church, which was not to be tole- 
rated. Finally, during the fame year the grand- 
duke, ftill by virtue of that power which was 
faid to be a ufurpation of the rights of the Holy 
See, declared that all monafteries (hould be fub- 
je£l to the bifliops; that the latter (hould alone 
and without concurrence nominate to the vacant 
livings in their diocefes, (hould confer prebends, 
and, in a word, perform of themfelves every thing 
which the See of Rome had affumed the right of 
doing for them. The datario was to retain 
only the profits arifing from the nominations to 
the bifhoprics of Tufcany. 

Political quarrels feemed for a while to mingle 
\yith thofe of a religious nature. At a time when 
the ecclefiaftical date was threatened vvTth a 
fcarcity, the legate of Ravenna had prohibited 
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the exportation of com from the territory utider 
his jurifdi6lion. Some Tufcans, who lived by 
that commerce, having attempted to continue 
it, were apprehended. The grand-duke affumed 
a menacing tone : they vsrere releafed, and he 
demanded no further reparation. It was for a 
moment thought that he entertained a more fa- 
vourable difpofitron toward the court of Rome. 
He bore no antipathy to Pius, as a temporal 
prince : he only was determined to (trip him of 
all his fpiritual ufurpations, to reftore religion to 
its primitive purity within his own ftates, and no 
longer fuffer his fubjeSls to grovel in fuperftition, 
ignorance, and flavery, which retarded their re- 
generation. 

But the bifliop of Piftoja was preparing new 
perplexities for the court of Rome. He had 
gained an afcendency over the. mind of the 
grand-duke by flattering his paflion for innova- 
tion : and he made a beginning in his own dio- 
cefe with a degree of warmth approaching to 
extravagance. The attack he had made in 
1781 on the ridiculous confraternity of " the 
heart of Jefus'* had excited numerous enemies 
againft him. He was publicly reviled as a Jan- 
fenift, a very ferious reproach from the mouths 
of Italian divines; and he would have been ftiU 
more grievoufly abufed if people had been better 
acquainted with his thoughts. 
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Exafperated by contradifUpn, he no longer 
obferved any bounds. Thus the world had feen 
the monk Luther begin by preaching againft in- » 
dulgences, and conclude by wrefting from -the 
court of Rome one half of her empir^w During 
Pajflion-week in the year 1786 he introduced the 
ufe of the vulgar tongue in the celebration of 
divine fervice. Soon aft^r, by a paftoral letter 
he announced the convocation of a diocefan 
fynod^ to which he invited all the bi{hops> deans, 
and parifli-priefts of Tufcany. Of two hundred 
and twenty ecclefiaftics who attended that af- 
fembly, all except five adopted not only his in- 
novations in the liturgy and in difciptine, but 
alfo his opinions refpefting faith, grace, the au- 
thority of the church, and. predeftination-^^-Hjpi- 
nions which^ according to the decifion of the 
Holy See, were heterodox. This was going 
beyond the intentions of the gr^nd-duke, who 
was frequently heard to fay, " I mean to reform 
difcipline, but I do not wifli to meddle with 
do.ftrinal points." However, as he lefs dreaded 
the excefs.than the want of zeal in thofe mat- 
ters, he overlooked the bifliop's deviations from 
the prefcribed line of condu^. But the court 
of Rome, as may well be imagined, was much 
lefs patient. Already, at the inftigation of the 
fanatics by whom he wris fiirrounded, Pius had 
prepared againft the {gdi-tious- prelate a bull of 
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cxcommumGatioa : but refleftion, the fear o£ 
uritating the difeafe by that violent remedy, and 
the hope that the court of Spain would interppfe 
in favour of the papacy, veith-held his hand 
which w^ ready to hurl the thunderbolt. 

In the foHowing year the bilhop of Piflioja re- 
paired to Pifa to wait on the grarid-duke, and 
enjoy his triumph. The populace, every- where 
an4 ever the fame, had loudly murmured againft 
his iaaoyations : though they forgave his opi- 
Qions refpeSing grace, they could not forgive 
his diminution of the number of images: but 
when they faw him honoured by the notice of 
their fovereign, they laviflied on him their accla- 
mations. Already Ricci, and another Tufcaa. 
prelate, the bilhop of Golle, encouraged by thefe 
firft fuccefles, had announced fynods, each in his 
own diocefe, Leopold now thought it was time 
that he fhould fccure to. hin^felf the honour of 
the reformation, and fan£lion it in fuch nian- 
ner as (hould fcreen him from the accufation of 
ufurping the fpiritual power. He proclaimed a 
g^neral^ fynod, whofe objeft, he faid in his cir- 
cular letter, was to prevent the divifions which 
Hoight refult from tKefe local fynods, and to 
eftabliftl throughout entire Tufcany a perfeft 
uniformity in ecclefiaftical m,atters. JEighteea 
archbifhfiips or bifliops met in confcquence in the 
Pitti palace. . But . her« an oppofition began to 
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appear, which affiifted Leopold who o!ily Ibught 
the good of his country, and which excited the 
indignation of Ricci, whofe fole aim was* the 
gratification of his ambition and vanity^ but 
who now faw his 'reign at an end. Thev three 
archbifliops of Florence, Pifa, and Sienna, with 
ten bifhops, refufed to adopt the reforms pro- 
pofed by the grand-duke. , The populace^ 
fwayed by fuch authoritative example^ forgot 
their late enthufiafm in favour of Ricci, and foon 
pafled to the oppofite extreme. Recollefting 
that he had, five years before, caufed I know not 
what relique to be removed from the church of 
Prato, they crowd in tumultuous diforder to the 
houfe of his grand-vicar — forcibly take from 
him the relique — carry it in triumph to the 
church— caufe a mafs in honour of it to be ce^ 
lebrated according to the Roman ritual — run to 
pillage the biftiop's palace — ^burn the archives*— 
vent their fury on the books which are pointed 
out to them ds heterodox — caft them into the 
flames together with different articles of furni- 
ture and the prelate*s pifture, finging hymns in 
honour of the Virgin, which were occaConally 
interrupted by the cry of " It is thus that here- 
tics muft be treated !" 

The grand-duke thought it his dyty to reprefs 
thefe diforders excited by Ricci's enemies. They 
had been openly heard to obferve at his fynod 



tion of the Holy See, which was eafily obtained 
for fach inftitutions, there had been eftabliftied 
in Tufcany a new fyftem of devotion di|p£ted to 
^' the facred 'heart of Jefusr The zeal of the 
bifliop of Piftoja was inflamed againft aft efta-e 
bliftiment which he thought incompatible with 
found theology: he wrote a paftoral letter to 
forbid it, and, fetting himfelf up as a cenfor of 
the Holy Sce^ aflerted that the pope had fufFered 
himfelf to be deceived. This happened in 1 78 1, 
a (h6rt wliile before Pius's journey to Vienna. 

Pius, alarmed by thefe various attempts againft 
4Jiis authority, dire£ted a brief to the bifliop to 
recall hiin to his duty, Mifled in turn by his 
zeal, he ufed expreflions in it which the grand- 
duke confidered as very ofFenfive^ and war was 
declared. In a 'very energetic memorial which 
-his minifter at Rome was obliged to prefent to 
the pope, he demanded of him 2ifpeedy andjignal 
reparation. ** The times of Gregory VII. and 
Bonifice VHI.," faid the grand-duke, " are no 
4nore. Sovereigns will no longer pennit the 
pope to break through the refpeft whfch is due 
to them, pr arrogate to himfelf the right of com- 
manding their fubjefls." Leopold ordered his 
minifter to depart immediately, unlefs he ob- 
tained fati§fa£lion. 

^n times lefs fraught with tempefls for the 
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Holy See, Pius's letter would hare been deemed 
moderate. But Leopold was on the watch for 
a pretext : his philofophy had grown into a kind 
of paffion ; and the paffions are irafcible, and 
cannot brook delay. Yet what was the imme- 
diate caufe of thii great rupture ? A pitiful ad- 
, venture which ought never to have tranfpired 
beyond the gates of the cloifters. There were 
at Prato fome Dominicai) friars who afted as 
confeffors to a convent of Dominican nuns in 
their vicinity. This fpiritual relation had here, 
as in many other cafes, given to the ftronger fex 
a great afcendency over the weaker ; and irre- 
gularities of more than one kind had been the 
confequence. Suddenly the hypocritical bilhop 
of Pifloja was inflamed with faintly wrath : he 
afferted that the Dominican nuns of Prato had 
been corrupted *^ in doftrine and morals'* by the 
friars their confeffors : and, inftead of denounc- 
ing that diforder to the pope according to the 
hitherto eftabliflicd rule, he loudly declaimed 
againtt their fcandalous conduft, and addreffed 
his complaint to the grand-duke. Leopold feifed 
this opportunity to iniift that the Dominican 
puns (hould no longer remain under the guidance 
of their feducers, and that all nunneries in ge- 
neral fliould be in immediate fubje£tion to the 
bifhops. Pius thought it a duty he owed to the 



dignity of the Holy See to reprimand the bifhop 
of Piftoja for having eluded his interpofition. 
Hence the grand-duke's refenfment. 

The pope, terrified by his menaces, did not 
himfelf venture to pronounce on a queftion 
which appeared to him of high importance. He 
cdnfulted an affembly of cardinals : thefe took 
the opinion of the heads of religious orders ; and 
they, apprehenfive of greater ftorms, acquiefced 
in the will of the grand-duke. 

This was th'e^poch of the mod ferious quar- 
rels between the emperor and the pope. The 
whole Sacred College, not excepting even the 
prudent Bernis, were alarmed at this combina- 
tion of perfecutions ready to fall at once on the 
Holy See : for the pontiff was at the fame mo- 
ment engaged in a ftruggle with Ruflia for the 
arcnbifhopric of Mohilow, and contending alfo 
with Naples and with Venice, as we fliall fee 
in the fequel. Cardinal Bernis, forgetting his 
mild and amiable philofophy, took part with 
his brethren, predicted the greateft misfortunes 
to the Holy See, and fighing taxed the impru- 
dence of fovereigns- All mankind are alike 
when their intereft is at ftake. On this occa- 
sion, the pope was perhaps the moft moderate of 
all thofe who fufFered by thefe encroachments of 
the temporal power. Already the cardinals 
branded his filence with the name of cowardice 3 
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'and it was in great meafure by their inftigatidh 
that he was impelled to write to the biftiop of 
Piftoja in that refolute tone which gave fuch of- 
fence to the grand-duke. 

Cardinal Corfini, however, entered into fome 
explanations with the Tufcan minifter at Rome, 
which eflfe6led an accommodation ; and the 
ftorm was for a time appeafed. But the firft 
fteps had been* taken: the grand-duk,e delibe- 
rately meditated on his plan of reform, and con- 
tinued carrying it into execution. The pope 
was foon convinced that refiflance on his part 
\vould only make the evil worfe, and entered into 
a compromife on every point which did not ap- 
pear to him of primary importance. In the 
courfe of the year 1782, for inftance, he con- 
fented to the fuppreffion of feventeen convents 
in the territory of Sienna. But he fpeedily re- 
pented of thofe forced a£ts of condefcenfion, 
when, in the fame yea,r, Leopold, clofely tread- 
ing in his brother's fteps, ^nd not even awaiting 
the refult of Pius's journey to Viepna, enjoined 
all bifliops and ecclefiaftical fuperiors to draw 
but a fl:atement of the different fums of mon#y 
annually fent from his ftates to Rome on what- 
foever account — to fufpend fuch remittances— 
and to keep thofe fums ready at his difpofal ;, 
and when, after a few months more, he entirely 
fupprefled all contributions of that nature, and. 
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tliftt k wds " an aflfembly without a head :** to 
which it was anfwered, •* the grand-duke has a 
bead capable of fupplying the place of that of 
tibe pope.** Leopold determined to convince 
Ricci and his adherents that they had not been 
mifiaken in relying on his fupport. He caufed 
the authors of the tumult to be apprehended. 
Ricci, whether through generofity or hypocrify, 
made interceffion in their favour. ** I muft de* 
dare," faid he, " that, in the heat of that popu- 
lar ferment, not a fingle word was uttered againft 
the fovereign. It is I, it is I alone, whom their 
inftigators wiih to render odious to thefe good 
people, whofe fimplicity- is eafily led aftray. I 
mm the Humbling-block : it is through hatred of 
tne tSiat attempts are made to defeat the wife in« 
tcntions of the grand-duke/* Leopold wifhed 
mt ieaft to indemnify him for the loflfes he had 
fuffered by this perfecution, and accordingly 
CTeated him fuperintendent of the property of 
the fuppreiTed monafteries, with a falary of three 
tfaoufand croWns. Ricci, to prove the difinter- 
eftednefs of his zeal, accepted the office, but 
declined the falary. Such marks of good-will, 
fcowevcr, confirmed him in his plan- of reform. 
Trom Pifa, where he was retained by the grand- 
duke, he circulated paftoral letters by which he 
ordained that promifes of marriage fliould be re- 
garded by the tribunals as of no efie6i — ^abo- 
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Ji(hed the ufe of oaths — diminiflied the number 
of feftivals, &c. 

Leopold meanwhile laboured to bring over 
the diffenting bjihops to the principles of the 
three reforming prelates. He was fuccefsful 
with only a few of their number : all the others 
obftinately perfevered in their refufal ; and Leo* 
pold had in contemplation fome ferious mear 
fures to conquer their oppofition. 

On the other hand, the refentment of the cour^ 
of Rome was at leaft equal to her chagrin > and 
fear alone compelled her to.pbferye moderation 
in expreffing it. Pius, acquiefcing in the grapd- 
duke's demand, confented that Pontremoli (hould 
be ere£led into a bifhopric. But, Leopold havr- 
iiig propofedi to him four candidates, the pope 
had the courage to prefer the laft. Leopold 
aflerted that the pontiff's choice ought to havg 
fallen on the firft, as being the man for whom he 
felt the grea^eft intereft. Fius obftinately re- 
fufed to comply, under pretence that the firft of 
the candidates was an outrageous Janfeoift, 
wholly devoted to the bifliop of Piftoja. This 
was inviting a new tempeft which might become 
ferious. The Tufcan minjfter wrote in plain 
terms to the nuncio that he muft choofe the can- 
didate who had the grand-duke's approbation^ 
or ftate the reafons why he was reje£led, and 
thereby aftord him an opportunity of juftifying 
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Wmfel^ ;— that his royal highnefs would flot re-* 
tede frbm his right of prefentation ;— that, if it 
were contefted, he would confidet fuch proceed* 
ing as a dontinuation of the ofFenfive' perfonali* 
ties, of the hdftilities, which he had for fome time 
conftantly experienced from the court of Romej 
—that, in fupport of the rights of his fovereigntyj 
he would, if rieceffary, come to a formal rup- 
ture, and recall his minifter. 

This language did not intimidate the court of 
Rome : it fent to the nuncio ^t Florence very 
energetic inftruftions, and even an order to with- 
draw if the court of Tufcany renewed its me- 
naces. This firmneis was not attended . with 
fuch cbnfequences as might have been expected; 
Leopold was naturally of a pacific difpofition : 
he dreaded itifurreftions, . and the dangers' of a 
fchifm* It appears even that the emperor ad» 
vifed him to yield; This was the epoch when 
the pretenfibns of the nuncios made fome noife 
in Germany. Jofeph iii a fit of fefentment:iiw 
tended to abblifli the office of nuncio : biit 
thinking it neceffary firft to take the opinion of 
the Aulic Council, he was informed by them in 
anfwer that the nuncios were authorifed in Ger- 
xtiaity by the conftitutional laws, in every thing 
concerning religion and the canons : whereupon 
lie renounced his proje£t. Leopold did not 
Choofe to fliow himfelf more daring than his 
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bratfaer> but» foftening his refentmenl: for the 
moment, afiured the pope that it never had beea 
his intention to fay any thing that could imply 
difrefped to his holinefs; that his refentment 
was folely levelled againft certain mifchief* 
makers who fowed difieniion between the two 
courts ; that he would caufe the quefiiim which 
divided them to be invefligated in an amicable 
manner ; that he was far from wi0iing to com^ 
to a rupture, Sec 

The court of Rome, which had not for fome 
years been accuftomred to ilmilar fuccefies, wa^ 
dazzled by the fplendor of its prefent triumph. 
But the truce was not of long duration.: for, 
foon after, the pope having prohibited all the 
.books which had appeared at Florence, Frato, 
and Piftoja, concerning ecclefiaftic affairs — Leo* 
pold, on the other hand, forbade the reading of 
the fanatical libels which the court of Rome had 
caufed to be printed againft his reforms — books 
which fo^ered the fpirit of fuperftition among 
his people, and had excited them to revolt. The 
jpontiiF had the courage to maintain the conteftj 
and, oppofing reprifals toreprifals, prohibited the 
introdutftion of the Florence gazette in which the 
court of Rome was frequently abufed; — and, what 
was yet more ferious, he forbade the importation 
of Tufcan wines into the ecclefiaftical ftate. 

The animofity of the court of Rome purfucd 



Ixiopold even beyond the bounds of Italy. The 
pontiiF had intrigues fet on foot in Germany to 
prevent the grand- duke's election as king of the 
Romans^ at a time v^hen the declining health of 
Jofeph II. evinced the neceffity of choc^g a 
perfon to fucceed him. Prompted by fo many 
caufes of complaint, Leopold did not feel him- 
felf bound to obferve any meafure. Recalling 
his minifter from Rome, he reverted to his ori- 
ginal idea, and, by an edi£t of the twentieth of 
September 1788, entirely abpliflied the office of 
nuncio in his dominions, ordaining that for the 
lime to come the nuncio (hould no, longer poflefs 
any privileges except thofe which were enjoyed 
by the reprefentatives of purely temporal fove- 
rcigns. Soon after, he forbade, on pain of ba- 
hiihrtent, all members of religious orders in the 
grand-duchy to maintain any relation with fo- 
reign fuperiors j declaring them to be fubjeft to 
the bifhops alone in fpiritual concerns, and to 
the lay tribunals in thofe of a temporal nature. 
He commanded that there (hould in future be 
tio appeals to the Holy Sees that ecclefiaftical 
caufes (hould in the firft in(tance be brought be- 
fore the bifliop, and definitively decided by the 
metropolitan, according to the ancient hierarchi- 
cal order eftabli(hed in the church. This edi6l 
reduced to nothing the pretended primacy of 
the fbvereign pontiff. 
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The alarm at Rome was very lively; The 
pope immediately appointed a congregation of 
tliofe cardinals in whom he placed the greateft 
reliance— Borromeo, a fenfible intelligent maq, 
of a v6ry Angular turn of mind, but incapable. of 
any over-violent meafures againft fovereigns.;— ^ 
Palotta, who, under an exterior roughnefs of 
manner, concealed a fund of very found fenfe 
accompanied by great probity, and who had in 
general conduced himfelf very judicioufly to- 
ward the temporal powers ;— ^Negroni, who was 
the moll: agreeable to them of all the cardinals ; 
« — Zelada, whom they efteemed for his gentle 
manners, his knowledge, and his conciliating 
difpofition ; — Buoncompagni, at that time fe- 
cretary of ftate, and the moft enlightened mem-- 
ber of the Sacred College, connefted moreover, at 
leaft by intereft, with the principal catholic courts. 
This congregation had for their fecretary the 
prelate Campanelli, the pope's auditor. The 
felefition of fuch men to compofe it did not anr 
nounce an intention of carrying matters to ex*- 
tremity. But Leopold was highly irritated, and, 
inftead of liftening to terms of conciliation^ de^ 
manded the furrender of the nuncio's papers. 
On this occafion the pope difplayed an inftance 
of vigour tempered by prudence. If he had 
always a£led in the fame manner, he would hav^ 
^vbided many misfortunes. Although he thought 
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the grand-duke's demand very extraordinary, 
cardinal Buoncompagni made anfwer in his 
name to the Tufcan minifter, that he " would 
prefer fufFering any violation whatever, rather 
than (loop to fuch meannefs/' the papers of a 
foreign minifter being even more facred than his 
perfon ; — that, neverthelefs, through a love of 
peace, he would communicate all fuch of the 
nuncio's papers as folely related to matters of 
confcience. To this declaration, which was 
more energetic than could reafonably have been 
expe£ted, the fecretary of ftate joined a proteft 
againft the infringements made on ecclefiaftic 
difcipline by the late edift of the grand-duke. 
At Florence the animofity againft the pope was 
loo violent to admit of this proteft producing the 
fmalleft efFefl : the courier who had brought it 
returned without an anfwer. All the opponents 
of the papacy, with the bifliop of Piftoja at their 
head, faw their vidtory certain, and thought 
themfelves no longer .bound to a delicate ob- 
fervance of moderation. Ricci printed the ads of 
his fynod : foon after, the grand-duke alfo pub-* 
lifted thofe of the provincial fynod which he had 
convoked at Florence in the preceding year, 
adding to them an apology for the conduft of 
the biftiops, and a refutation of the pretenfions 
of the court of Rome. 

. That court paflcd the entire year 1789 in the 
C4 



midft of ftorms: and while the national ztttmVif 
of France waa preparing for jit much more vio^i 
lent -tempefts, the court of Florence* not yet 
fbrefeeing the confequences of which the latter 
would be produ£tive to all fovereignS) continued 
to purfue its plan of philofophic perfecution^ 
The bilhop of Piftoja did not difplay naodefty in 
the enjoyment of his triumph. While the com 
gregation, appointed to examine his works^ was 
preparing to deliver them to the inquiiition and 
caufe them to be burned by the hands of tlw^ 
common hangman, Riccij depending on the fap^t 
port of the grand-duke in whofe court he a3ed 
the part of prime-mintfter, teftified the nu>& 
infulting contempt for the Holy See, ridiculed 
its tliunders> its pretenHons^ and its partifaM» 
In announcing to cardinal Salviati that Leopold 
with-held from him the revenues of a rich abbejr 
which he pofleffed in Tufcany, he aflpefted to he 
ignorant of his rank, and addreded his letter ta 
** the prieft Salviati." Leopold, on his part^ 
not content with recommenidmg in a circular 
letter to all the ^Tufcan brlhpps to conform t^ 
the principles of the fynod of Piftoja^ advanced 
temporal pretenfions at the expenfe of the pa- 
pacy, and claimed the duchy of Urbino, as 
ufurped by the popes from his predeceffors. 

But the period of the tribulations which Pius 
bad been doomed to fufipr frojn the gjrand-duke. 



was now arrivedL At^ unexpefted incident op* 
portu&efy happened, which fa;Ved him fmm the 
impending crifis. The days of Jofcph II. were 
HOfldbertd: he died on the 22d of Februarf 
^1790^ and Leopold was called to the imperial 
tbrone* The reforms which had been intro* 
duced in church affairs were now deprived of 
Acir principal fupport. Scarcely had he quitted 
Tufcany, when fuperftition regained there a part 
4f the ground (he bad loft. The prbvifional re- 
gency, eftabliflied by Leopold under the guid* 
ance of Gianni as prefident, adopted injudicious 
ttieafures, of which the refult was a dearth and 
popular commotions. The clergy, lobg kept ia 
&bje6tion, again reared their heads, and for a 
time refumed their former fway. The regency 
tiiought themfelves very happy in being allowed 
to come to terms with them, and left the arch* 
Viihops of Florence, Fifa, and Sienna, at full \U 
Hetty to re-eftablifli every thing that had been 
-^eftroyed. In an inftant were feen to revire 
from their aflies the confraternities, the procef- 
fions, the altars that had been overthrown, the 
ancient liturgy, and all the religious mum- 
dieriesi 

But an aft of weaknefs was never found an 
cflFeftual mean of appeafing difcontent. The 
confraternities, the hermitages, the reliques, did 
not procure for the people thofe fupplies of wine 
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and pil' of wthich they flood in need. , Some- 
private ftorehoufes were plundered.; and the 
pr-efident Gianni could no otherwife fave himfelf 
from the violence of the infuriate populace than^ 
by efcaping through a windovsr. . Inebriated 
with fanaticifm, the people of Tufcany were on 
the point of launching 4nto the fame excefles as 
the French nation committed in the intoxication 
of their liberty. Their fury however fubfided 
when they no longer had before their eyes the 
prmcipal obje£t of their hatred: and the. court 
of Rome obtained at lead a flight confolation 
amid the evils by. which it was threatened, and 
which itfelf had. provoked. But its triumph 
was neither complete nor durable. Every thing 
of an eflential nature in Leopold's eftabliftiments 
furvived his removal. After the infurredlion of 
the populace, the biflbop of Piftoja retired td 
Chiante, where he continued to exercife his 
fantaftic fun£tions: thence he iffued, in favour of 
all who applied to him, thofe difpenfi^tions for 
which until then application had always been 
mad^ to Rome ; and, perfevering with puerile 
obftinacy in the profecution of his plans, he 
fucceeded in fubftituting a breviary* of his 
own invention in lieu of that ufed in the Roman 

• A book of prayers ufed by the Homifh'clerg}-, and con- 
taining all the different fervices except the raafs^ 
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church. Wife Leopold ! were thefe the vic- 
tories which you pointed out to his zeal ? 

But the new gra^jd-duke, lefs ardent than his 
father, and having, in common with other fo- 
vereigns, his reafons for dreading reforms, far 
from encouraging the biOiop of Piftoja, pre- 
vailed on him lo refign his fee. The intelligence 
of this event v/^s grateful to the court of Rome: 
nor was Leopold tardy to announce it in an 
afFeftionate letter to Pius, to which he thought 
that flight atonenjent juftly due. 



bent his thoughts- on defpoiling the Holy See 
of Its ufurpations. '' 

The duchy of Beneventb was feqtieftrated ?rt 
1768. In the following year Tanuccf made'5' 
confiderable diminution in the fees accruing to 
the Rom^n chancellery : he prohibtt'ed the mo* 
nafteries from making new acquifitions? of pro- 
perty : he dripped 'the nuncio of feveral of his 
pretended privileges. It was cuftomary to ferid 
annuial contributions from Naples for the woVks 
of Saint Peter's church and for the Vatican li- 
brary : thefe were fupprefled. Taniicci even 
difputed the pope's right to confer benefices 
within the dominions of the Neapolitan mo-^ 
narch. In 1772 he revived the pretenfions of 
young Ferdinand, as heir of the houfe ' of Far- 
nefe, to the duchies of Gaftro and R'onciglione.' 
The difpleafu're which the court of Rome had 
given to the houfe of Bourbon by its conduft' 
toward the duke of Parma, furnifhed a plaiifi- 
ble pretext for thefe a6ts' both of temporal and 
fpiritual hoftility. But the hour of reconcilia- 
t'>n arrived: the duchy of Benevento was re-» 
i' »red : the prefentation of the palfrey *, which 
1'* 1 been fufpended, was again put in practice. 
P ' the ch' nges which had been effefted in ec- 
ci fiaftic difcipline ftill fubfifted : and when the 

* See page 38. 
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bull for'the fuppreffiondf the Jefuits— that bull 
(o earneftly folicited and fp long expected— 
was .at liength publiihed in the ftates of his Nea- 
politan majefty, it was with the following claufe 
— " without prejudice to the rights of the royal 
fovereignty and jurifdi/ftion." 

. Pius the Sixth, on his acceffion to the pon* 
tifical chair, endeavoured to cajole the court of 
Naples: but he foon found that his eflforts were 
inefFeflual. Cardinal Orfini, the Neapolitan 
minifter at Rome, who had made fruitlefs ex- 
ertions to prevent Pius's eleftion, now refigiied 
his minifterial funtlions, after having reprefented 
the new pontiff to his court as a zealous p^rtifan 
of the Jefuits. 

Tanucci did not need this additional incentive 
to the profecution of his plan. He maintained 
that to the king alone belonged the right of no- 
minating to the bilhoprics and abbeys which 
were of royal advowfon, that the pope could, ♦ 
at moft, appoint only to tbofe of a different de- i 
fcriptiou, and that, even then, he was bound to , 
confer them on perfons approved by the kingor 
He confined within narrower limits the jurifdicf^f) 
tion of the nunciature, and even took a pleafur^rr 
in thwarting the pope on fubjefts gf triflinf^?*^ 
iniportance. Among the variety of abfur^^.' 
cufloms introduced by the Holy See, was th?t 
of granting a four years' indulgence to all who 
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during the jubilee fliould vifit four of the prkn 
ctpal churches at Rome. A royal ediS ipras 
ifiued» which declared, that, to obtain thofe 
fpiritual favours, it was fufficicQt to perform 
that pious formality in four churches at Naples^ 
In this inftance the fotereign (bowed hiinfelfeveil 
more ridiculous than the pontiff: if he believed 
in the efficacy of indAilgences^ he could not, 
deftitute as he was of fpiritual power, think 
himfelf authorifed to determine the mode of ob* 
tainuig them : he theref(»re in his turn was guilty^ 
of ufurpation: but there are countries where 
pfailoC:>pfay h obliged to compromife with fttpier- 
fiition. 

Tanucci adopted meafures of greater iitilitjr^ 
he fuddenly fupprefled feventy-eight monaft^ies 
in Sicily : he confolidated feme bifliopriGS mto 
one, caufed abbeys to be conferred by the ible 
authority of the king, and directed the bilhops 
to £iH by their own nomination the vacant livings 
in their diocefes. It was no longer poffifble to 
forefee where the court of Naples would flop : 
even by that of Spain it was confidered as over« 
Aepping the bounds of prudence. The Spaniih 
fninifter Monino was inftru£led to interpofe: 
but cardinal Orfini confirmed Tanucci in his 
obftinate perfeverance. 

At this period the archbi(hopric of Naples 
became vacant, und proved the fource of a new 
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^onteft betweeh Pius and Ferdinand. The king 
<ilaimed the right of nominating to it according 
to his own pleafure ; and the pontifF maintained 
that the nomination could not take efFeft with* 
out his concuirerice. Cardinal Giriud, who 
bad materially contributed to the elevation of 
Pius to the pontificate, and jretained a certain 
afcendency over him, afted as medi&tor in 
bringing this difference ta an amicable termina* 
tion, and without the intervention of Tanucci 
or Orfini. It was agreed that the king alone 
ftould nominate to the archbifhopric of Na-^ 
pies, and that, in return, the fee of Palermo, 
which was alfo vacant at the fame time, fhould be 
conferred by the pope without the concurrence 
of Ferdinand. 

But when the ground of quarrels is of ancient 
date, and they are connefted with perfonalities> 
whatever truces may temporarily fufpend them 
•are not of lorig duration* Tanucci and Orfini 
on the one hand, on the other the pope's fecre*- 
tary of flate and the Rezzonicos, mortified at 
Giraud's fuccefs, fought and foon found an op^ 
portunity of breaking that which had been con- 
cluded on this occafion. A perfuafion was ex* 
cited in the mind of the pope that the new 
» archbifhop of Naples was tainted with Janfe* 
nifm. To incur fuch an accufation, it was fuf^ 
ficient that a man were known to be not a fri^d 
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to the ^ipfuk^» From 4 period pf aboye three 
centMne« back, the arc|ibi%>p of Naples Itact 
l>y }fl(Vfu:iab]e ufage be^n decorated with tt^ie 
I(pp)ian purple. Ferdin^d a(ked th;^t cuilpntary 
fyyv^r fo; bis creature: Pius refufed it^ ^nd 
))oftiiitie$ h)azed £^rth anew. T]bis eve^t ^j^^ 
9^}y (:o*ir}9ided wjth th^ wifliie? of T4fii)(;9V 
whqi^ bgiSiling difpoQtion i^ftig^ted hm tO f{p(tW 
for broils witb ^ves g?fatfr fagernefs tb»^ j)if 
^hil^phjF lf4 biro to purfiid plan? of TefQTfl?f 
ih wa9 l»or^^vQf'{(uj[|g wiO> JQfilpus morti^c^f 
tioQ OR obftfYJBg lb»t tbe n^w Spanifli P^iflift^r^ 

the duk^ 4§ Gfim^ldj, iW^d Qn terms pf cl^ft 
tQtimiit:^ witb his cpufiriTgerai^n FftJI^viffioi, t^ 
feei«t»ry pf ftflte. He Wfts appreb^ijf^ve Qf ♦ 
fecret underftandiiig between them fpf tb* pufT 
pofe. of indui:ipg C.b^rjes tb^ Third to rfcqnx- 
paeod to bis foa a mox^ mo(kfate CQT^duft \qr 
ward tbe. court of Rome* Th§ ^jfual e^e£it pf 
joppofition ofk hh tenjp^r v^a^ to irritate hiiq^ 
felt never to ^gike bim feped^ from bis purpofi?, 
Accordingly b^ fe^t informaUpfl to tbe pppo^ 
that a perfiftence in his refufal fcould be fqlr 
lowed by retaUation oq the part of the Ne^^por 
litan governoient 3 that the archbishops qf Na- 
ples Cbould n^ver agai^ be per wt^ed to accept » ' 
feat in the Sacred Calif g§; tb?it tbey qould readily ^ 
difpenfe with Roman d^orations -, th^t the )cing 
would create m eq(:l§fi»ftic prder of wfeifb^ tb(^ 
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I9?ro^>pts ihwid be clpttie^ in purple after the 
n^^pner ol t^ie cardisials ; that» after all, the car^ 
^i^alijuan dignity was iiothinf mpre tbaa a fu-^ 
fmfetafm in t\it hierarchy, S^q. 

l^hf^ fieJtfpm? alarm, ajQ4 bad r^courfe to pa- 
texfipH re|tno|iftrance^, the mo4? ia whjch he 
#ially c©nc^i^4- Hi$ mm^o was inftrifSed 
JpTCpfefept naiWly to the ki^g that his holinefs 
"i4t^ * cpnjfej^f^tions repqgaaiace to the exalta- 
tion of a Janfenift to the cardinalate. But he 
ej^p^FJieoQed an unyielding injQexibilitj In the 
^applitan pourtj where Tanucci fUl] maintain- 
fd hk fw^y- In ^U his meafures, even thofe 
§f ^9 fl^ft prvd^n^ ca^, a love of aiifi::hief bore 
i^t&t (bare. He (l^di^ to procure a triumph 
fer that chimerical Jmkmtta which excited 
fjl^h we?fy fcruplea m |:he bofom x)f the holy 
fMbfr, Ti^ nfiW archbiihop of Naples wa$ 
obliged to f rafe fr^m the paftoral letter by 
which he a^nouBciBd his iKHnin;iition the cuftom* 
ary words ** ef apa/f$lUa fsdis gratii */* which 
wo^ have implied that he wa)$ indebted for it 
to th^ iise of jElome. 

AbcH^ this time a Dominican friar^ a prpfe(]Sbr 
of theology, wrote a book which tb^ ^Pfqan m^ 
quifition prohibited under the pretepce that it 
wa^; tin£^red with Japjfenifm. The author was 

^ '* Aud through the favour of the apoftolic fee.'* 
D 2 
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degraded from his profeflbrial chair by cardinal 
Boxadors the general of his order, and fiim- 
moned to appear before him. He obeyed : but 
fcarcely had he reached Rome, when the king^ 
•— or, to fpieak more properly, Tanucci — ordered 
him to return to Naples, to refume his chair, 
and to write a continuation of his work; ^ The 
docile t)ominican paid equal obedience to this 
new mandate ; and the • mortification of the 
court of R6me was Extreme. 

Every circumftance nowfe^med to co-operate 
in exafperating the quarrel between the papacy 
and the Neapolitan govferhmerit. • The former 
had peaceably enough recovered the. privilege 
of annually receiving from the latter a homage 
which was ftill more flattering to the vanity of 
the pontiflF than thofe purely ecclefiaftic prero- 
gatives which were fucceflively wrefted from his 
grafp : I mean the pireferitation of the palfrey. 

It is well known that Charles of Anjou, who 
was in great meafure indebted to the proteSion 
of the pope for the acquifition of the throne of 
Naples, wifliing at once to exhibit a proof of 
his gratitude and to fanftion his ufurpation by 
the flamp of legitimacy, fubjefted his newly* 
acquired * kingdom to the annual payment of 
forty-thoufand florins to the fee of Rome, and, 
furpafling in obfequioufnefs his predeceffors of 
the Norman line, declared himfelf a vaffal of 
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the fovereign -pontiff, binding himfelf to pre- 
fent to him every year a white palfrey, and en- 
tailing on all his fucceffors the performance of 
that degrading aft of homage. 

At the period of thefe tranfaQions the popes 
flood towering in the zenith of that power which 
at length gave fcandal to all Europe whom they 
had fo long kept in thraldom. It may well be 
fuppofed that their arrogance took due advan- 
tage of, fo ftriking an inftance of fubmiflion. 
The fervile devotion of the temporal fovereigns 
.even out-ran the pretenfions of the Roman fee. 
Thofe of Naples had prided themfelves in a 
difplay of munificence as a palliative of their 
degradation : nor bad the popes negledted to 
claim thefe homages as matter of right, and to 
confider.the moft trifling minutiae of them as ^n 
eflential part' of their dignity. When that was 
at ft^kcj every thing, even the moft ridiculous 
cuftom, was accounted facred ; and the guilt of 
faai/ege, as it were, attached to the man who 
fliould dare in the flighteft degree to infringe it. 
But neither the name nor the deed carried any 
terror to the foul of Tanucci, He only awaited 
^ convenient pretext to emancipate the crown 
of Naples from the tributary fubjedion in which 
he had found it funk. The following was the 
xnode of tendering that tribute, which had in 

^3 
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the fif A inftaftcfe ibeeii ftipulated in a very vagtt* 
manner bj its vile and critiiinal authdr. 

Every year, on the eve of the feftival of the 
apoftles. Peter and Paul, at the cdijclufloft 6f 
vefpers, a tind of throne was erefted for the 
pope in the area before St, Peter's dhurch. A 
tvhite palfrey was led to him, riehly caparifoned, 
and (hod with lilven On the left fide 6f the 
iaddle hung a purfe containing fix thoufaii^ 
ducats, or a bill to the fame amount, payable at . 
fight. Prince Colonna, the gtand-conftable of 
the kingdom of Naples, had the charge of pre- 
fenting the palfrey, which for that purpofe wis 
conduced to the foot of his hblinefs's threwie ; 
prince Colonna then gave the animal a ftroke 
with a T6d on the fore-legs ; whereupon thp 
docile creature, having been long trained to this 
performance of this refpe6lful feat, proftrated 
himfelf, and again rofe. His miflion now ful- 
filled, his illuftrious interpreter took the gold"6r 
the paper, prefented it to the pOpe, and thUs 
clofed the ceremony. The court of Rome 'was 
careful to enhance the pomp of the fcelie by the 
moft magnificent apparatus : and could it do 
Jefs to honour that remnant of the fovereign fa- 
premacy which it once had arrogated to rtfelf 
pver all Chriftendom ? 

The pontiffs, however, had riot uninterrtjptedT 



s^ 



ly enjoyed thcf pfdiid gfiatificatidfi of thl* tri- 
bute. During the continuance of theif grifidt 
cohleft With the courts 6f the houfe of Boufbott, 
the prefent&tiofi df the palfrey had been fufpeftd- 
.icd : ^ftff the feconciliatlon, the praftice was ft- 
fiifned : blit even !d the fecond year, in 177^, 
the perfofrtiflfce itfelf was produftive of a fbetid 
which might have been followed by its aboli- 
tion. A difpute of etiquette atofe between the 
p^ges 6f GoTiislf-o the governor of Rome stnd 
thofe of prince Coloiina, Which had nearly iritef- 
riipted the augtffl ceremony. It Was aflefted at 
the time that the quarrel had been privately e:lt- 
cited by cardinal Pallavicini who Was fufpefted 
df a^ing incollufioh with the mifchieVous Tsl- 
ri^iCcL Such a manoeuvre Was by fto meanS 
^robStble: yet Pius was to far Satisfied of its 
pfobiability that he conceived a yet fttonger an- 
tipathy to his fectetary of ftate, whom he had 
never loved, add in whom he always viewed the 
itian who had been his nfioft fofniidable compe- 
tit^. However the ^ueffion may be decided 
fdpeajfig the charge againft pallavicini, Ta- 
ilQCci took occafibn, from the fcene which had 
bccufted, to propofe the adoption of a much 
fefs pompous mdde of prefehting the palfrey and 
the money. But, for one of his fticCeffors wa3 
referved the tafk of accomplilhing fomething 
furthet. Tsiniicci, boWed down With the weight 
D 4 
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of years, foon after retired from the miniftry ; 
an event which proved a fource of great joy to 
the court of Rome. The pope however had 
the prudence to refrain from teftifying the plea- 
fure which he felt on the occafion : and it was 
well that he obferved that caution ; for Tanucci 
had relinquiflied only the title of prime minifter, 
and for fome time longer continued to enjoy all 
the power annexed to the (lation. 

But, before he retired frpm office, he prevailed 
on the king to adopt th^ meafure of which the 
pontiff w^s apprehenfive. The Neapolitan mi- 
nifter was direfted to announce to the pope, 
that, for th^ purpofe of avoiding all future dif- 
putes on the fubjeft of etiquette, the palfrey 
and the iix thoufand ducats fhould thencefor- 
ward be prefented, not by the grand-conftable 
Colonna invefted with the chara£ler of cipbalT^- 
dor extraordinary, but by a fimple agei^t. 

We have often feen With wh^t fond affeftion 
Pius cheriflied the pomp of ceremonial. The 
Neapolitan declaration therefore wounded him 
in a vpry tender part ; and in his afHitlion he 
turned for relief to the Spanifli minifter, know- 
ing that Charles the Tl^ird, y^hqn he bad not 
any fubje£t pf quarrel with him^ fympathifed in 
his diftreffes, and that he retajped confiderable» 
influence over the young king his fon, and over 
Tanucci. His complaints did iiot meet with ^ 
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reception correfpondent to his hopes. The court 
of Madrid was not yet certain p{ his intentions 
with refpeft to the Jefuits, and accufed him of 
hBvihg giveii teftimonies of his condefcenfion to 
their partifans. The Spanifti minifter Florida* 
Blanca did not conceal from cardinal Pallavi- 
cini that he had himfelf little reliance on th^ 
efficacy of his interceffion. That minifter, na- 
turally of an imperious temper, was extremely 
impatient of the llighteft attack upon what he 
juftly confidered as his own work. 

Within a very fhort time after, he was re- 
called hpme to occupy the ftation of prime mi- 
nifter of Spain, and was fucceeded in his foreign 
miffion by the duke de Grimaldi. Pius, al- 
though he felt ^n efteem for Florida-Blanca^ 
was neverthelefs rejoiced to fee himfelf relieved 
firom the prefence of that auftere cenfor. The 
fecretary of ftate efpecially was ddighted to 
learn that the poft of Spanifli miAifter at Rome 
was to be filled by his near relative whom he 
called his proteftor, and with whofe eafy difpo- 
fition he was acquainted. But the pope and 
his minifter were not benefited by the change* 
The count de Florida-Blanca entered on his 
miniftry with a thorough knowledge of the court 
of Rome, of its prejudices, of its ridiculous 
pretenfions, and its contefts with the Neapoli- 
tan court. Till that time he had a£tcd in rigid 
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ccmforfiiity to rigid inftrtidions : theiKefotward 
k WM by himfelf that the itiftrudioils trer« io 
be ^veilw Ad to the duke de Griftialdi, it W0f 
footi perc^ired at Madrid that he fuffered bim^ 
felf to be deceived by th6 lefuitical pstty : fliid 
the <ionfid€fiiee of the court was repofed in tJm 
cbtvfllier Asara, who, at firft under the fnapk 
title of agent, and after a few years under tlttt 
of inxmfter» acquired at Rome the aicendenty to 
whith hi^ knowledge and en^tgetk chitA&ti 
juftly entitled binfi. 

The count di Florida-Btenca— who, previous 
to his ddpaftufe from Rome^ had be«fi a witn^ft 
of the profane chagrin excited in the pope'^ 
bofoM by the threats of the Neapolitan 0«dft 
refpefting the paifrey^ and had ob^rv^d him fd 
figh^ at tbe idea that it would perhaps be under 
hfs pontificate that the Hoijr See ^uld b« d«i^ 
ptif^ of^ that gUfioHs homage— ^oncjefcended fo 
earert dU bis iniuence for the purpofe of facing 
him from that mortification. His efforts W€W 
fu^t^efsfuly and xht famous eeremony waa pet^ 
lo«?med in 1777 with the accuftomed poft^p. 
The pope teftified a puerile jOy on the octa- 
, fion 5 and the people of Rome Celebrated with 
enthufiafm what they Confideted as a kh>d of 
vifiioty* That viaory however was not in all 
points i^ompkte : and it was eafy to perceive 
thttt- ibc court of Naples relu^antly yielded to a 
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fbitigb lAfmHe. The cdnftable Cokmna, in 
prefetvtttig the tfilmte from the NeapoKtia 
teMMrtbi aMtdi to the foiemn expreffions con*> 
fecnitt>4 by lotig tuftoiti, ttefe words of finifter 
«ttteD» '* for tb^ ^feDt year/' and faid that 
^ th6 prefefttatiott of the palfrey was only a 
ieftiiMony cf d^voiiovi toward Saint Beter and 
ISsifnt I^aol.*' Hereupon the pope, though taken 
Dtiaware, itntnediately replied^ •* We accept 
Utte palfrey as a feudal offering due from the 
crown of Naples:" and the attending crowd 
'dpplisnided this reply by r^eatcd cries of" vhrn ! 
vhd /" Such are the important objeSs with 
wl»eh fo^ei^igns oftefn feed their vanity !«^^-43a 
bdtb fides fome diflktisfaai^ti prevailed^ At 
Naples the g^randees murmuredf and complained 
max the advantage ^ G6urageoufly gained by 
Tartocci was bafely relinquiflied by his fuc- 
ceflfor. 

That fuceeflbr, the marquis della Sambueca, 
^d not hov^ever fpare the feelitig^ of the court 
of ftoThi in 6lher refpefts : he purfued Tanuc- 
ci*8 plan, or rather the fpirit of Tanucci conti- 
nued to animate and guide the Neapolitan go- 
vetYimeiit. In the feme year all the bifhops m 
the kingdom were forbidden to receive bulls 
from Rome under any pretence whatever. Not- 
withftanding the conftitutional independent 
which Sicily vv'-ias entitled to enjoy with lefped 
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to the See of Rome, the popes, ever dextrous in 
taking advantage of any negligence in the fe- 
cular governments, had fucceeded in caufing 
their bulls to be accepted by the biflbops of 
that ifland, and even obtaining the royal exfcr 
quatur. This abufe wds profcribed. The vigi- 
lance of old Tanucci would not fujSfer even in 
the marquis della Sambucca the flighteft dero- 
gation from the treaties which bound the court 
of Rome. That new minifter wiflied to tolerate 
in the kingdom of Naples two ex-Jefuits, his 
iclatiyes. Tanucci fecretly complained of the 
circumftance to the court of Madrid ; and im- 
mediately Charles III., who ftill continued to 
cxercife his paternal authority at Naples, very 
ferioully recommended to the king his fon not 
to fuffer that exception from the general law 
which banifhed the defun£t fociety from bis 
dominions. At this period his recommendations 
ftill poffeffed over the king of Naples all the in- 
fluence of commands. Sambucca's two protends 
were fent after their brethren into the papal ter- 
ritory. Thus an abfent and foreign monarch 
gave the law at Naples through the organ of a 
minifter who had ceafed from his funftions : 
and this fingular phaenomenon fuggefted to a 
traveller who was at that time paffing through 
the Neapolitan dominions, that *' the kingdom 
of Naples refeinbled the empire of the ftiades." 
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The interpofition of Charles, however, for 
fome time .faved the pontiff- from new mortifi- 
cations, and -effefted a temporary fufpenfion of 
ills difputes with the Neapolitan court. On each 
fide fome flight teftimonies of condefcenfion 
were given. The king deigned to allc the pope's 
confent to the fuppreffion of a rich Carthufian 
mpnaftery ; and the pope deigned to acquiefce, 
but on condition that, in taking poffeffion of 
the property belonging to it, he fliould make- 
provifion for the fuppbrt of its monkifli inmates. 
The prefentation of the palfrey took place in 
1778, but with the fame mortifying reftriftions 
as in the preceding year. The king had ftill an 
exifting catife of complaint againft the Holy 
See : the pontiff perfevered in his refufal to 
grant the Roman purple to the archbifhop of 
Naples. Ferdinand lofl his patience, and fud- 
denly put a flop to the difpenfations which the 
datario ftill continued to grant. By this meafure 
the pope faw one branch of his revenue cut off: 
yet he checked the emotions of his refentment, 
and hoped that time would operate much in his 
favour : but time was his mofl cruel enemy ; it 
was employed in maturing the plans of thofe 
new hoflilities which his opponents were pre^ 
paring for him, and which the pontiff himfelf 
ceafed not to provoke by his own obflinacy. 

The king of Naples, conformably to preceding 
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wgulafions, himCtlf, by virtue of bii right of 
sMdhrowfon, nomin^Hted tp all the hiihoptk^ wJwh 
became vacant in hid 4pn9iniona» The pof^ 
refufed to confirm hU choice> und ilill m^f^ 
tamed that the nomii^tion belonged tQ tJbf 
Holy See : he did not however fipn)ms^te ; an4 
thus the diocefes remained deftitute of fpiritaaf 
fuperiors, and the people murmured agsunii tb^ 
court* At the fame time Pius affefted to be- 
tray a want of qonfideration for prince Cimitile^ 
the Neapolitan plenipotentiary, and pegleded t9 
cultivate the good-pwill of the marquja daUa 
Sftmbucca who had ibewn a difpo(Uion to fup» 
port him* That mir^ifter had fent to (Ijome pn^ 
of his fons, whom he deftined for the €^Uw^ 
profeffion; and the pope, under preten<?e that 
the young man was guilty of irregularities in bia 
conduct thene, refufed to give him ^n abbey for 
which he made folicitation— as Mthefatf. of a mu- 
ntfler ftood in need of perfonal merit to entitle 
him to any favour whatever ! Never bad tb? 
fcruples of Pius been fo unfeafonable. 

Theifc various incidents had fuch an effcQ: in 
e:^Titing mutual ani^^ofity, that in 1780 the one 
party was determined on a complete rupture^ 
while the other looked forward to fuch an event 
with refignation. Prince Cimitile, who had for 
fome time been abfent, fuddenly returned to 
Rome» and declared to the pope, that> unleff the 
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vfipafit j^ 5wr« filtecj wUhwt di^lf^y, h« weuW 
TOlirdy qwH: hi» ^purt The pontiff, who fe?4 

«^ mikh ^HCQ^fiw iuflfer bi»l^tf tp be mml^ 
dated by ibe thwen but mift*king pbftw^cy 

for dignified fteadinefs, *' What !'* faid he to his 
friends — " that court of Naples treats me with 
greater contempt than a village prieft." 

There was a circumftance, however, which 
encouraged him to that difplay of refolution, and 
rendered it lefs meritorious. He was fupported 
by Bemis and the chevalier Azara : their courts 
'were difpleafed to fee that of Naples, betray a 
greater portion of malevolence thanof firmnefs in 
the attacks which it made on the papacy. The 
former, as a cardinal, felt a perfonal intereft in 
the maintenance of its immunities, of what he 
calkd its acquired rights. The latter, though 
more of a philofopher than his friend, as not 
being bound by the fame duties or the fame 
trammels, was neverthelefs obliged to follow the 
inftruftion^ of his pious court. In concert they 
warded off feveral ftrokes which the court of 
Naples aimed at the pontiff; and it was to 
their interpofition alone that his vanity was 
indebted for a repetition of the homage of the 
palfrey in 1780. But at Naples the plan of re- 
form was determined : the execution might in- 
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deed, in compliance with foihet tempotzry ciN 
cumftancesy be poftponed ; fome hopes might 
be encouraged; fome relaxation might take 
place on particular pretenfions: the hand was 
fufpendedt but it (till continued armed. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

NezD^ fFoundi m/liaed by the Court, of Napks M 
'.■■: tie Privileges of the Court of Rome* 
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lT Naples the moft alarming projefls Were 
m agitation. In 1781 there was queftiofi of 
tiothing Ids thati abolifhing alt the regulations 
of the Roman chancellery— of fending bodies 
of troops toward Beneventa, and Pontei-CorTO— • 
and (if thefe menacing fteps (bould not be fuf* 
ficient t6 extort from the pope's obftinacjr a 
confirmation of the biftiops nommatfed by the 
kitig) of convoking a provincial council com- 
pof^d of all the prelates in the kingdom, and 
there making choice of three bifliops who fliould 
be empowered to proclaim, in the pope's name, 
the nomination to the vacant fees. The court 
of Spain again interfered to prevent the fcahdal 
which was about to be given to all the catholic 
part of Europe by a fovereign who was ac- 
counted onfe of the moft religious. Prince Ci* 
mitile was again ordered to return to Rome. 
There, without the participation of the cardinal 
fccretary of ftate whofe intentions were fufpeft* 
cd, the Neapolitan mmifter negotiated with car- 
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dihals Giraud and Conti an agreement whicK fof 
a time dried up the fource of fome difputes* 
This tranfitory reconciliation again procured for 
the pontiff, in 1.7J1, the fO' miich contefted ea- 
joyment of the homage paid to the Holy See on 
Ihe eve of the f^Oival of Saint P^er. That cona- 
penfatien cohf(>ldd him for the diminiition which 
he faw effefted in the kingdom of Naples of that 
pfo^'gi^MS fwajrp.of njonlfs, wh^^fe.au^^, 
'Ry^»( :^.l^^? €^y^> ,?PP«af^d l^ the J^d^p M^^ 
yftmSP9^^ %fit as.to thofe of t^e i^s^^Ai^ 
ftf^fsf^ex^^ I ,'itifqfe yr^re^ fo\u^d— will jt bq . hp^ 
Jd^^f^^fyrti}^ ;;Wi?r?. fpund »ff?ite^ t^pffi^^ 
A^^dic^j. ^|^S;.diftribute4. in feyeu' hip^r^d 
convent^.. Pai|xs were taken tPi re4vce th^ 
zuunbf r ^ . to twp. ,■ t^oufand eight . hun4i}^r? !9fl4' 
eigbjt: the l>iihog3 were direfted to watch qx^ 
their conduft^^ ^nd to reprefs the fcandi^ousr^^* 
ceffes in which they indulged themfelyes.. ... 

A pitiful difpute on a pp^int of qtiqu^ette ^a(m 
aftier revived the dormant ^nimpfitjes. l^f^p 
^imi^e vpas ojaly a mini^^r of the lecop^ ^ff^^ 
S^i ^ fM:ch,rhg;had, acco^^i^g ]t<^' ^t^^ ^^Jf^SRH^ 
jpjial pf 4h^ Ronjvaa coqrt^ na.pjaim to the tit]^.f|f 
JExceUii^ wbj^hrbow^ypr is ib ri^icylpufly^^l^* 
vifljcd in Italy: bjit J^e h^^, a.ri^t toit^js^f a 
k|[iiglH^f the jQrder of Saint Januarius. Nevertlji^* 
Jefsr tjiey. had .the meannefs to refyfc it to hina-; 
5^.ddiB5,^t Jl^e ffUXie time th^t they would ,h^jp 
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»ilcidiid difficnitjr. of altering it,f;if he had ap» 

^^red at RomieltM^vefted trith a: diplomatic 

4chara3;dr. Tfiuai :becaufe he had the honour of 

i^eprfefeating liis» fovereig^j he ijvzs, as it were^ 

flegfftdfid in thci efi^V of .the:;papacy, Such^b- 

fuixl 'ibcdnfiftdnisjr inerited no > other notice than 

that pf tohtcmpt:::But; th6 Neapolitan court, 

«J^iilly''•tluelfile^?i^^'5their' ref«ntm^ were fd 

]piqaed by iti tliM?they tefumed this work of re** 

ibhh'^hrch iht^y had fufpended. They, fe*^ 

queftrated jfeveral rfch benefice* I ithey ordained 

thit.fortbe time to come no petfon fhould be* 

queath- tt^ choirche«> convent v or other etcle- 

ifalliq eihtb)f(hnlent8>.any leg^^^ in money 6r 

iminovabte prop«rtys becaufei iaid the royal* or^ 

diAance^ ^^Mhhoft corporations are fufficientiy 

rich/* What cool deliberate reafon ought to 

have done, bat had left undone, was the efFeft 

of a fit of auger* 

No fooher did the court of Rome at any time 
provoke the rcfentment of the Neapolitan, 
than it devifed fome flattering fcheme to ap- 
peife it.; Thus in the prefent year, on the firft 
appUcation made by the queen, a German Ex* 
Jefait, father Giirtler, who was her fpiritual di- 
teftOf, obtained f a rich benefice; and, in thtf 
wai»ffith of his gratitude, father Giirtler exerted 
all his inflti^nce to effeft a reconciliation be- 
tween thtfr two courts. The negotiations were 
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fij-c6mmehced, and prbmifed to be attended 
with a happy iffue, conduced as they were by 
Aich conciliating agents as the pope- had emr 
ployed on the oceaikm— the cardinals Conti^ 
Negroni, and AntonellL Tlie two former weife 
attached to thr rational principles of the cai- 
tholic ccVurts t Antonelli entertained high -ni)* 
tions of the pretended rights of theHofyHScje-; 
but he poSefied learning, knowledge, and M^ 
ties, and had as great an afeendency OTertPiiss 
as any one could acquire. Actordii^gly themes 
didtton of thefe three commiflioners, and : the 
marks of condefcenfion fliown by the pope to 
the fovereigns of Nat)les, gave room to hope, iot 
fome fuccefs. The parties were beginning; to 
come to a mutual good underfttodtng witbiii 
a few weeks after the commencement of^the 
year 1782: the pajfrey was again .prefeiited 14 
the month of June following, and witii the ufual 
pomp. The pontiff diffembled the pain that his 
fenfibility received from feveral meafures whieh 
the Neapolitan court ftill contiiiued to purfue. 
As they did not feem the offspring of a 6t of iU 
humour, they appeared to him lefs grating j cqr 
he faw, that, as they were adopted with cool 
deliberation, they were the refult of an irrevcv 
cable plan, and he did not choofe to render h^ 
fituation worfe by impotent attempts at oppofi- 
tion, .• 
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AocQrdiag])r ]iis:liolin^ra affe6ted .aja app^iar* 
anoe of refignation on receiving the intelligence 
tlMit one Jo£ the principal bubnrarks of the papa* 
cy— 4he triliunal of the Holy Qffice-^was ialling 
tOjTitin in ^dmoft every part of Italy 9 that in Si* 
cily, more particularly, the fentence of abolition 
pronounced agatnfi it by a philofophic vice*roy, 
the marquig of Caraccioli, had. excited, not the 
indignation of the people as might have been 
eicpeded, bu( Uieir enthuliaftic joy ; that it v/as 
v^ith difficulty they had been reftrained from 
deittolifliing the former palace of the inquiiir 
tion.^ that the ilatue of Saint Dominic, fo appo^ 
fitely placed. at the entrance of that den, had 
boen bxpken to pieces by the enraged Sicilians ; 
tjbft ail the papers of the Holy OfHce had beea 
i^CHQinitted to the flames, all its property con- 
fifcated to the benefit of the crown, and the 
epifcopal tribunals commiilioned to take exclu«> 
five cogjoifance of thofe offences which until 
tben Ijia^ I^longed to it^ jurifdi£tion. 

At th^ ^oxe period t^e ^pur^ of Naples in* 
ili%d qther .and . Aill n^ore painful wounds on 
the tpapacy. Jt declared that every n^Ugious 
ordter, whofc^^eral reiid^ at Rome, fhould be 
rel«^ from all fubjeQiofi to him; it forbade 
tM m^n^b^rs of thpfc orders, to receive from the 
court of Rome thofe irregular bulls whjph arbj* 
pcvily Gonfernadon theni ccclefiaftic titles with- 
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duf tfie kfa^^6 c6nc!irtenc«f:i!d ghlttfe* Wtho 
United Grtek^,' «^lid wero^'Ve?y'iWm^Mi*^i«-*i 
KMf^ a biflife^ of- thieit^ own fe&i ^^A ls^clttfi*tlf 
npminated hitn, ' And it was wly ^by the ptiblio 
voice of fame tWftti'Pius^ *rid-app»*ife4 qf filitl^efe 

' Daring th^ cotirfe 'of *tbtf0''iwmt« >tto amhf 
biOiop of Naples 'died wi^ert'4iiving^ obtaiiie4 
the cardinars;hat.' Th0 '^tt^' Wiumph' wfei^H 
tftis circtmiftiince'^fibTdedi (bmeil^hat afluaged 
the ibortifyibg feiifatloiW'bf 'jhfef pdntkf U*bi*aftv 
The'kingnbr^in^^ to tb^<^»eantree the biAoj^ 
of Calvi> a niian of iducal family, ifnk)tifign0rj^^ 
Capece Zurlo. He had been'fe Member (of'th-^. 
religious order of' the Theatife»TH:Jfli^t brcfer fot 
which the Neapolitan court fl:iH;Wtainedaip*i 
culiar afFeftion. He at leaft/ifrhd Vas ah fetCH 
lerant and fanatical priift, ctJu|d' not i^f%tti^ 
objectionable in the eyes of the' papaey. Prcb 
babJy the king thought hitn onVjr devout 5 an4 
furely that could not provc» a ground of es^ckn 
fion ^for him any more than for tbfe queen. Ac? 
cordingly the pop4 bad no cxcufe ^oi'|il^dt iti 
oppoiition to his tei^ftiom » '-' ^i • -/ : '^ 

, Inelefting .him, -neverthetefs^th* king feftd 
decided a queftionf which the pope coil£4^$i^ ad 
yet undecided^. The pontiff, however, neithttf' 
choofmg to acknowledge the- king's right; iK>f 
willing to found the charge for a^ new canfeft> 
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IM^rdewd the ncfwircbbiffaop withoiit expT)e&» 
hi^ lit faiV bull b]pi whom he hadltoen nomioM^d^ 
Bilt this laftefibrt quite eidhaiufted his patiencet 
Which entirely failed him wlien the NeapolkliA 
mdnitnih^ferated to tihe biOlopHc of l\)teBz4 
a certain Andrea Serraoi the Author of a tra£l 
Which, according to the deciiion of the Holy 
86(^9 breathed the fpirit of Janfenifni-^that is tb 
fay, defended the rights of- fovereigns ^gainft 
the pretehfions of the- c6urt of Rome, Pint 
^th perfetering obftirt€icy refofed to proclaini 
his eleftiofi. ' In vain S^rr&o ifepaired to Romei 
requefted a private audience of the pope, re- 
traced in fome ftieafure the aflertions which 
iiiight have given hhn offence : Pius continued 
ihflexible. The court of Naples was again ex- 
iifperated, and commanded Serrao to remahi at 
Rome in the Neapolitan minifler's hotel Undl 
he (hould have overcome the oppofition of the 
Roman chancellery. But it was all to no pur* 
^e. The royal ftfcal being confulted on this 
affair, purfuant to hi« advice the bilhop of Po- 
terisret was put in pofteffion of one third of the 
income of his fee, that he nUght be enabled to 
ttft with due dignity his part of fuitor at the 
court of Home. This' was treating the ftub- 
born pontiff with great moderatioh :« but his 
obftinacy was kw?ufab'le: his beft friends rib 
longer recognifed- him as the fame man that he 
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had once been t they iaw faim« fbwning their 
prudent counfels^ refign hxmfelf to the tre^che* 
rous guidance^ his obfeure theologifts*^*t-of a. 
Mammachi and a Zaccaria«r*inftead of confult- 
ing thofe cardinals in whom he had at firft.ap* 
peered to place fome confidence* ' 

The y^ar 1783 commenced Under circum* 
Aances of the moft inaufpiclous afpe£t to ; him; 
Even Spain, t}>at had hitherto b^i) his principal 
fupport againfl: the hoililities of-the court of 
Naples, now took part with that court in oppo** 
fition to him. The Neapolitan minifter, highly 
difgtifted with the peribnal morcifications which 
he had been obliged ,to endure, had quitted 
Rome. The chevalier Azara was commiflioned 
to.fupply. his place;, and the pope* was not be- 
nefited by the change., The iJpanillr minifter 
fpoke to'him with a fr^nknefs which ought to 
have alarmed him. " It was time," he :faid, '* to 
** put an end to thofe refufi^ls which in the be* 
^' ginning had been only ridiculous, but which 
^ might ultimately terminate in fat<il confe- 
" quenoes. Why drive the Neapolitan court to 
** extremities;? Diiiit^riofeppfleft: v^iiious mean$ 
^* of wmakingits yejageahqe'?'Cpuld it not put in 
** execution a pl^n which ;it b^d* already .i^on-^ 
":.ceivedr— that of caufmg the:i)ew bifhpp of Por 
'*'tenza rto be confirmed, ^cc^oifdif^. tq the. an-f 
^' cient.-difeiplinejby three bifligpft^jl' the. gpunp 
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V^ try, and. thus difpenfing .with the interpofitioa 
" of the See of Rome ? The repugna^ice, morc^ 
^ over, which that court felt to the performance 
** of the annual homagei was well known: why 
^then furnifh it with an additional motive for 
*' completely emancipating itfelf from the oh- 
** noxious ceremony? and did his holinefe wifh 
^* to incur the felf-reproach pf having by his own 
" mifmanagement forfeited a prerogative fo flat- 
*' tering to his vanity ?" 

Fius, however, was fo obftinate, and fo ill ad- 
vifed, that even this laft argument did not fhake 
him in his purpofe. He infilled that Serrao 
fhould make recantation of his dangerous maxim$ 
in a particular formula which he himfelf would 
di£tate to him. The court of Naples, wearied 
by thefe vain quibbles, fent information to the 
pontiff, that, unlefs Serrao were proclaimed 
without delay or reftriftion, meafures of ex- 
tremity fliould immediately be adopted, which 
his holinefs would hav6 reafon to regret. The 
criiis was now become more alarming than at 
any former period, and Pius began to be inti- 
midated* 

He felt the neceflity pf calling in the aid of 

counfellors fomewhat more influential than thofe 

to whom he bad before given his confidence. 

He therefore intruded the interefts of the Holy 

See to the hands pf cardinals Antonelli, Albani, 
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JSofcW, Zelada, tod Cafali, Wc tiive Alrcadjf 
nitde kn6wn the'diarafter o( AntmkUij Al- 
baihi was dean of the Sacred Collegfei poiffeffed 
fdme abilities and ednfiderable Influence, nnd 
wsls dne t>f the partifafts of \!hede(iihR (dciit^. 
BdfcH was A n>dfl diidowed with information, 
J^rudence, a larhinoiis underftanding, add liabli^ 
to no other imputation than that bf a remaining 
attachment to the Jefuits. We have more than 
once fpok(sn of Zelada, wTio wai acute, en* 
Jightenedi but of 'arl efflentially mild and conci-r 
liating difpbfitiori, Finally, Cafali was a crea^ 
ture of the Jefuits, little inclined to toleration, 
l-i^idly inflexible, but of fevere probity. 

Such were the five counfellors intrufted with 
the critical negotiation.- They gondufted it with 
honefty and dexterity, and fucceeded in remov- 
ing the chief obftacle that ftood in the way of 
its happy conclufion. The pope at length con-» 
fented to proclaim not only the bifliop of Po^ 
tenza, but alfo tw'ehty-one other prelates who 
had been nominated by the king, Much time 
had already been loft in deciding whether a 
bifhop ftiould be proclaimed in this manner or 
in that : but the foiirce of theologic fubtilties 
iVas hfat yet exhauft^d. Pius confidered himfelf 
as having made a great effort, and expe£ted to 
feap the reward of what he had done: in (hort^ 
he hoped to regain in few days all the ground 
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0bftt lb nomerbus refoi-ms and fo ta^ dan« 
gerous pubUcations ])ad caufed him to lofe, 
Serrao iiad given fcandal by his heterodox af? 
fertion^ : he muft now give edificatibrt by a pro* 
ftflion df iaith yery authentic, very drciimft^n- 
tiaL-rrf Buts will it not be fufficieht/'afted the 
good bifliop of Potenza, ^^ if I exculpate myfelf 
♦* from the irnp^tat}Qns brought againft fne, and 
^* aidfcnowledgfi^ the pope as- the fupreffie head; 
f^ and Cfeftti*e0f unity, of thcf catholic drufch ?"»r» 
This wa4 i^o|: epough to fatisfy Pius;, iwho liked 
to enter into particulars. He infifted that Ser? 
rao ihould give verbal anfwers to eleyen queftir 
f>n$ which he propofed to ihiini ahd'of which 
Slmqft every one afforded proof ihat his holir 
fiefs ' was yiery irnpeffe€|ly acquainted with the 
fpirit of the times, Benedifil' XIV., eV(in Gan-r 
ganelU himfelf, would have kept them confined 
Withia the privacy of their own bofoms, bc- 
caufe they were fetidbletbat there are certain 
delicate chords which will hot bear to be 
touched.^ The following are fome of thofe 
queftions; and from them the world may judge 
of tjxe degree of inteUe£tual illumination poffeffed 
^y the wifeft members of the Sacred College. 

*^ Eto you feel a fincere veneration for the 
<^ Holy See ? Do you acknowledge in the pope 
^ ah entire and unlimited authority over evtry 



•* thing connefted wi*^ the maintraance of rdi^ 
" gion and ecclefiaflc^, difcipHue ? . ■ . • . \ 

** Have you never attempt^c'i to infringe the 
" bull Unigemtus ? 

<' Do you think that the Italian catechifm^ 
^'attributed to Monfieur de Fleury> fiands ia 
** need of correftion ? , 

^ Do you approve of the religious, focieties 
*• confirmed by the Holy See? and do you think, 
** that, while they punl^ually follow the rules of 
" their refpeftive inftitutions, they may he ufeful 
** to the church ? 

" Have you ever difapproved of the pof- 
" fef&on of church property when it is duly ad- 
** miniftered ? > : 

" Do you intend to fubmit your public con- 
*' du£t to the infpeSion and judgement of the 
••Holy See ?^' 

Was it poffible that Piu& could have flattered 
himfelf with a hope that thefe queftions fhouH 
meet the approbation of the Neapolitan court, 
on whofe meafures they pafled an indireft cen-: 
fure ? The event proves, that, on this as oa 
many other occafions, he had been deficient in 
forefight. The king's minifters and theologifts 
being confulted, unanimoufly declared in anfwer 
that the pope's fummons was an innovatiODj 
and even an infult to, the king^^,as likewife to 
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the bifhoip,:' who had neAbr aiSbrded atiy mom 
forSfixing on him a ftifp^lon of herefy ; that 
thequeftionsthlmfelve^ confounded the Unfits 
of the two powers, and infringed the rights of 
theitemporal f6Vereignt}r. The Neapalitdn tnt- 
Bifter received order to reprefent the msttter in 
this light to the pope^ dnd to inform him that if 
he would: not be fatisfied with the declaration 
offered by the bI(hop of Potenza, his majefty 
would recall him from his embafladorial miflion, 
and' adopt other meafures in that common caufe 
whfch equally interefted all the catholic go- 
vernments/ At the fame time an injun6^idii 
was laid on the biihop of even adding to his de* 
claration that it was not to be otherwife under* 
ftood than in a fenfe conformable to the rights 
of fovereignty and the cdnftitutional laws of the 
Two Sicilies. 

Thus, inftead of a triumph from that miftaken 
meafure, Pius reaped a refufal, mortifications^ 
and new menaces. Too late he perceived that 
it was again neceffary to yield : and the cardi- 
nals, on being confulted^ advifed him to make a 
virtue of the neceffity. Zelada, uniformly cori- 
fiftent in his conciliatory difpofition; moil of all 
contributed to determine the pontiff's compli- 
ance. ■ On thofe terms the ridiculous cere- 
mony of the palfrey was again perfcM-mcd that 
year. 



h tlfe.;y6ar followmg^ the Kd^oUttft ttmi 
prjc>f:e€died in the fupprefSon of moaaflerict, and 
the refortpation of ibme of thofe numefoas abufet 
which are ever the unfailing fruits of facerdotal 
inAu(soi3e«, In its condu£]^;was difceroible a mhi4 
ture of .pbilofophyy of religious Vcacratiotx.fo# ^ 
fomi^'QbjejEls. i^^hich it .thought refpeSable, of 
tendei^iefe for jOithers . whichr the people would 
not tamejy; ha^ve fuffered. tof be wrefied from 
theto,;:^i>jJ which, even the fovereign authority 
itfelf was interefted in fupporting. Hence thofc 
half- naeafures, which prove either a want of ca* 
pacity to embrace a plan in its whole, extent, or 
a want of ftrehgth and courage to carry, it into 
execution* Too little , was done toward en* 
lightening the people; enough, to afflift the 
court of Rome. The king prohibited all future 
application to it for difpenfations : he afferted 
his right of advowfon over all the churches in 
his dominions: nothing more was left to the 
pope than the privilege of confecrating and 
giving his benediction to prelates,^ and convok* 
ing: councils. To. the king was referved the 
care qf.prefiding at eleflions, protecting the 
clergy^ and difpofing of the furplus of all cburch 
revenues for the benefit of : the poor*: to = the 
bifliops was given the faculty ofgranting raatri-* 
monial difpenfations in all degrees of confan^^ 
guinity^ and of exercifing over all the religions 
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Ofid^rs a.^jiUi^pn unpoutrole^ l^x concurrency 

or appeal...: ... . ., 

. . The pope^ ^t^iqroughly qonv^9qe4. pf, his own 

impotenf;^ tl?9ijght himfelfftiU happy thajt^ pven 

bif interggfition yri^ in ^y cs^fe, ^cfir^d. .The 

king of ..l^TapIcs, wiifriflg to relieve Ae, diftrejSTe? 

in which: the .unfortunate inhal^itai^ts of Apiulia 

9jQid jplalabria.had recently, bepn involve^— pipus 

fquQ/iatianad( devotional legaciesy the excefs of the 

•cljericai revenues, wexe na|tu^^Hy, marked out 

for thofe offices of humanity,; OTjif you pleafc, 

of Chriftiap, charity.. The Roman pontiff]^ whof^f 

^c^fpntjUpght.have been dee,med altogether fUr 

perfluou^,\jiras invited to give his faq^ion tp 

thofe nieafures. W.i^h prompt alacrity .he ac- 

quiefced-in the'wiftijes of tbp Neapolitaxi court, 

and even ftretched\his condefcenfion ib far.as to 

permit that al^,the clergy in the kingdom. fliould 

for the fame benevolent purpofe be fubjefted to , 

a tax In p^ Qpor^tion to their abilities* Jt xni^ht 

have beeiji afls,ed pn which fide the condefcenJion 

reayy exifte^ — in the mpnarch who^JfoJidited 

fuch p^rxnifSon^, or in the pope who. gr^e4 

them ?. But^ what will perhaps appea:r yet more 

aftonifliia^, ,the JNTeapolitan clergy (bowed thpui- 

felve^ lef$ Ixad^able than the head pf the chpixh 

l^mjTelf j^ppeared. Confcious of . the^ ftreng^l^ 

he <ierive4,from this concurrence of the Spiritual 

with the temporal authority, the kipg couc^ive^ 
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that he might without fcruple or danger fup- 
prefs a great number of convents in Calabria. 
The priefts had the bbldnefe to oppofe the fup-^ 
predion^ and grounded their difobedience on 
the famous bull In ccend Dmint\ which, among 
other pblitical herefies, contains this principle, 
that " whoever does not refpeft the inviolabi-* 
lity of 'the property of the clergy, is ftricken 
with anathema." The court of Rome were 
ftrdngly fufpeflted of a fecret agency in that re- 
fiftance i but the king had their overt confent ; 
and^ availing himfelf of that advantage, hfe or- 
dained that all thofe who, in oppofition to hist 
edifts, fhould appeal to that bull which was fo 
juftly profcribed, fhould be deprived of their 
temporal property and treated as foreigners, and 
that whoever (hould print and publifli it, fhould 
be punifhed as guilty of a crime againfl the 
ftate. 

This meafure was not a little bold for an Ita- 
lian fovereign, and efpecially for a prince of re- 
ligious charafter. Ferdinand neverthelefs pro- 
ceeded yet farther. Of a hundred and thirty- 
nine biflioprics in the monarchy of the Two 
Sicilies, only twenty-fix were acknowledged to 
be of royal advowfon: all the others had till 
this time been fubjeft to the pope's nomina- 
tion. Suddenly the king of Naples, encouraged 
by the example of his, brother-in-law, revived 
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l>is claim to the right of indifcriminately nortii- 
Dating to all the epifcopal fees in his dominions. 
The influence of the court of Madrid, which 
had for fome time reprefTed that pretenfion, 
Was beginning to lofe its former weight : the 
Neapolitan monarch, as he advanced in age, 
was grown weary of continuing fubjedt to the 
control of Charles III., his father : the queen 
alfo was very impatient of that yoke; and the 
chevalier Aflon, who already enjoyed confider- 
able authority, encouraged the royal pair in 
theirrefiftance. There even exifted a very vio- 
lent animofity between that minifter and the 
count de Florida-Blanca ; and, as they govern- 
ed their refpeftive courts with almoft defpotic 
fway, a coolnefs had taken place between the 
Spanifli and Neapolitan fovereigns, which was 
each moment liable to degenerate into an open 
quarrel. 

While affairs were thus circumftanced, the 
cardinal de Bernis, in May 1784, paid a vifit to 
Naples. The queen repofed, or at leaft affeftcd 
to repofe, equal confidence in his intellefts and 
his intentions. Bernis, by his franknefs and con- 
ciliating dexterity, fucceeded in accomplifhing 
a partial reconciliation, which however was 
foon Followed by more violent ftorms : — but 
thefe do not properly belong to our fubje6t. 

VOL, II. F 
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Dunng at fortnight that Bernis fpent at the 
i;ourt of Naples, he had occafion to plead the 
caufe of the papacy j and he performed the 
taflc with that infinuating addrefs which wa* 
fo natural to him, and which did not appear ta 
fail in its effeft on the queen of Naples, thougl^ 
herfelf fo eminently fkilled in that kind of fe- 
duftion. He fpoke however rn the language af 
^n ecclefiaftic prince, which, notwithftanding 
all his philofophy, he underftqod as well as any 
of his brethren. The Holy See, he obfervcd„ 
had already gratified the Neapolitan court with 
numerous facrifices : if the latter required fur- 
ther conceflions of that kind, it muft expedl ta. 
meet with conliderable repugnance. A fhort 
time before Bernis*^ arrival, a fit of peevifhnefs 
^d produced the effed of breaking off a nego- 
tiation which had been cpmmenced refpedling 
the principal grounds of the difpute : for pee- 
vifhnefs had great influence in all the determi- 
nations of that unfteady and capricious court..* 
Bernis, however, fuceeeded not only in remov- 
hg all the prejudices which flood in the way of 
pacification, but. alfo in gaining attention to 
what he had to propofe. He obtained, that, at 
the approaching feftival of the holy apoftleSjj 
the pontifical vanity (hpuld again be feafted 
with the homage of the palfrey : he extorted 
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fothe vague promifes, and carried back to Rome 
ifome hopes which the pope participated, buf 
tvhich were foon difappointed. 

No long time elapfed before the pontifFlearned 
that an almoft unlimited life was made of the bull 
by which he had authorifed the fuppreflionof fome 
monafteries, and the incorporation of others into 
one. That meafure had been purfued to fuch' 
lengths, that it had, in the language of the Ro- 
man court, degenerated intd a perfeft fyftern of 
robbery. The nuns of the fupprefled convierits 
had renounced the rules of their order, and, 
releafed from the confinement of the cloifter, 
Exhibited to the world the Jcandalom fpeftacle 
bf a fecular life. Some good fouls had fent to 
Naples a fum of money deftined for the canoni- 
fation of I know not what female faint. That 
fum was diverted from its facred deflination, 
and applied to the purchafe of corn. Could 
filch a facrilege be pardoned? And it was at 
the fame epoch that the Nedpolitan monarch; 
to fill up the meafure> renewed his pretenfions 
to the right of nominating to all th^ bifliopridi 
in his donlinion^. 

The pope thdught it agaiti tieceffary to have 
recourfe to thfe court bf Spain ; he firft applied . 
to its niiniftef, Azara; and gave hirtl unlimited 
{>pwers to terminate the difputes between the 
papacy and the king of Naples: The Spanish 
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miniftcr determined to prove that his holinefs^s 
tfODffidence was not. in this inftance mifplaced. 
The chevalier Afton at the very commence- 
BJent of the bufinefs (howpd himfelf fufficiently 
difpofed to labour at an accommodation. Strong 
prepoffefSons were entertained againft him as 
well at Madrid as at Verfailles : he wiflied to 
evince by his conduct that he was not fo averfe 
to conciliation as he was accufed of being ; and 
from thefe favourable fymptonis the court of 
Rome conceived fome hopes. It was moreover 
fupported by the marquis della Sambucca, who, 
, forgetting his private caufes of complaint againft 
the pope, remembered that he was indebted for 
bis promoticn to the felicitations of that court 
and the intrigues of the Jefuits. 

But the joy of Pius was ever deftined to be 
of ihort duration. Scarcely had he begun to 
refume fome confidence when he learned that 
meafares were continued in Calabria to an ex- 
tent far exceeding his intentions ; that the 
churches and other ecclefiaftic foundations 
which had furvived the difafters of that province, 
were fecularifed,- and that the property which 
had belonged to them w^as applied by the king 
of Naples to eftablifhments of public utility. If 
Pius had entertained founder notions of policy^ 
if his charity had been greater than his devo- 
tion and his feliiihnefs^ he would have, ap- 
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plauded thefe changes : but, viewing them in 
no other light than as additional infringements 
of his rights and of the immunities of the church, 
he felt them as fo many deep wounds inflitled 
on his bofom. His comforter Azara advifed him 
to have direft recourfe to the interpofition of 
the king of Spain, Charles IIL accordingly in- 
terpofed at Naples through the medium of the 
marquis della Sambucca, in whom he careffed 
the rival and the enemy of the chevalier A£lon, 
It w^as cuftomary with Pius to go every year, 
in the fpring feafon, perfonally to vifit the works 
at the Pontine mar(hes, and to- fpend a few 
days at Terracina near the frontier of the king- 
dom j3f Naples. It was a relaxation, a diverfion 
from his chagrins, a feaft to his felf-love. La 
Sambucca caufed a propofal to be made to him 
that he fhould take advantage of that journey, 
to treat in perfon refpefcling the affairs on which 
the two courts were yet divided. For that pur- 
pofe la Sambucca was to repair to Terracina : 
but, previoufly to the interview, he wifhed that 
fome principal points (hould be fettled, efpecial- 
]y that fome accommodatory medium Ihould be 
adopted refpefting the nomination to bifliop^ 
rics; that the pope, fliould acknowledge the 
king's right to it, with fome modifications. Pius 
liftened to thefe propofitions, and, through the 
organ of the chevalier Azara, faid that b^ 
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would be found " very reafonable :'* but he ^e- 
prefented that the points on which his conceG- 
fion was required antecedently to all negotiar 
tion, were precifely thofe which were to be dif- 
cuffed. . La Sambucca infifted on their prelimi- 
nary admiflion, and confidentially intimated to 
the Spanifli minifter, that, if his holinefs fet out 
without having given a previous affurance to 
that etfevfljh e would only expofe himfelf to a 
failure' in the objeft of the interview, and pre* 
pare a triumph for his enemy A6ton, whofe ap- 
parent good will to the court of Rome had been 
but -tranfitory. " No !'* replied Pius to the 
Spanifli minifter, " I cannot confent to an abfo- 
" lute and unlimited nomination : the wound 
" would be too furely mortal. But- why might 
" not the king confent to a riiodification ? why 
*' not allow me the faculty of choofing one of 
" three candidates whom he fhould propofe ta 
•* me r 

The chevalier Azara was not a little aftonifli-» 
ed*to obferve the perfevering uniformity with 
which he was particularly fingled out as the in- 
terpreter on thefe occafions — he, who had been 
fo feverely calumniated at Naples, who had 
been reprefented to the king and queen as a 
ftern intractable man, and a fomenter of dif- 
cord between them and the Spanifli monarch. 
But he was candid and honeft : he felt an at- 
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tachment to the pope ; and, although in hU 
own mind he could juftly appreciate the pon- 
tiff's pretenfions, he aided him to the utmoft of 
his power at the court, of Naples. He affured 
the royal pair that he perfifted in the difpofition 
to fefve them with zeal, but at the fame time 
reprefented to fliem that they muft not ex- 
pe£t to gain at the firft onfet the very objeft 
which was the ground of the conteft. La Sam- 
bucca was inflexible. " If the articles on which 
" I infift," faid he, '^be not determined, I will 
'* not go to Terracina." The indignation of the 
pope-was roufed by this obftinacy : but reflc£lion, 
aided by the counfels of the chevalier Azara^ 
calmed his paflion ; and he pledged his word 
that he would confent, .provided fuch a com- 
plexion were given to the bufinefs as fliould at 
leaft fave his honour. It appears that la Sam- 
bucca was not fatisfied with thefe vague af^ 
furances : for, though Pius fet out for Terracina 
on the 9th of May (1785), the propofed inter* ^ 
view did not take place. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Mortifications received by Pius from the Court of 
Naples. — Abolition of the Homage of the Palfrey. 

OWARD the fame period Pius experienced 
from the Neapolitan fovereigns a mortification 
which he fenfibly felt. On the 30th of April 
they em'barked for Legorn, whence they pro- 
ceeded to the northern parts of Italy, openly 
affefting to avoid paffing near the fovereign 
pontiff. Confidering the footing on which they 
then flood with him, an interview would have 
been embarrafling ; and they were not forry to 
give him that indireft proof of their diffatisfac- 
tion. They were accompanied by the grand- 
duke of Tufcany, and met the emperor at Parma. 
The only town of the papal territory in which 
they flopped was Bologna, where the legate, 
cardinal Buoncompagni who afterward became 
fecretary of flate, received them with that npr 
blenefs of manner which was his charafteriftic 
feature. They were fenfibly pleafed with his 
reception, vifited the curiofities of the town, be? 
hayed with the moft winning poUtenefs y but 
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not a word was faid concerning their difputct 
with the Holy See. Pius was tempted to fend 
-his nephew to them at Pifa, to invite them to 
pafs through Rome on their return. But it was 
infinuated to him that fuch a ftep would only 
be a gratuitous and unavailing derogation from 
his dignity. The Neapolitan fovereigns returned 
to their own dominions without affording him 
any token of their remembrance. 

After their return they gave him new dif-^ 
quietudes. They received fourteen chefts filled 
with the plate of the fuppreffed churches, which 
they fent to the mint : they treated canonries as 
dignities of a purely temporal nature, and dif- 
pofed of them without the concurrence of the 
papacy : they fupported the religious orders in 
their independence of their generals refiding at 
Rome. After fuch meafures, there remained, 
in the opinion of the pontiff, but one more ftep 
to herefy, or at leaft to fchifm. 

During thefe tranfaftions cardinal Pallavicini 
died 'y and the choice of a fucceffor to replace 
him was attended with embarraffment. The 
mind of Pius, as we fhall prefently fee, was 
prepoffeffed againft cardinal Buoncompagni : but 
he facrificed his repugnance to various confide- 
rations, efpecially to the hope that, as the cardi* 
pal was agreeable to the court of Naples, he 
fnigh): there rejider feryice to tlie Holy Sc^. 
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Accordingly one of the firft flep's of the new 
fecretary of ftate was to repair to' Naples : but, 
inftead of exhibiting himfelf to advantage in an 
amiable and winning chara£ter which he was 
very capable of afTunning, he appeared in no 
other than that of the cardinal and the minifter. 
He returned from his fruitlefs miffion, leaving in 
kis Head a Milanefe prelate, who, more fcrloufly 
employed in political affairs than in religious dif- 
cuffions, fucceeded in determining the bound- 
aries of the two ftates between Abruzzo and 
Umbria. But the ecclefiaftic difputes were be- 
coming more and more embittered : in this fame 
year the king further prohibited his fubjedls to 
receive any indulgences from Rome without his 
fanftion. Our grand-children will fmile when 
informed that even folate as the year 1785 it re- 
quired an exertion of courage in a fovereign to 
fubjeft a tribute of that kind to the control of 
his authority. 

The fituation of the pontiff, with refpeft to 
Naples, became yet worfe at the commence- 
ment of the year 1786. La Sambucca, his only 
remaining fupport, was at length obliged to 
yield in the ftruggle againft the chevalier Aflon. 
The interefts of the papacy thenceforward de- 
pended on the marquis del Marco, minifter of 
jufticeand of ecclefiaftic affairs. Formed in the 
fchool of Tanucci, and a devoted creature of the 
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pb^valier AQ:on, he had, in addition to his na- 
tural duplicity of charafter, no other talents to 
fecommend him than a blind fubmiffion to the 
will of that chief minifler, and to the court of 
Rome a great (lock of malevolence which he 
iniftooJc for philofophy. An antagonift much 
more formidable — beeaufe he was really a 
philofoplier, and had during his Sicilian viceroy- 
klty exhibited proofs of his boldly reforming 
jfpirit — was the marquis Garaccioli, who fuc- 
ceeded la Sambucca in the department of fo- 
reign affairs. The Jefuits and other confidential 
friends of the pontiff trembled at this revolu- 
tion ; nor was it long ere their apprehenfions 
were realifed. The duchefs de Maddaloni was 
at this time engaged in a fuit to obtain a divorce 
from her hufband : (he gained her caufe before 
the confiftory of Naples : the duke appealed 
from the fentence ; and the king referred the 
matter to a commillion. The nuncio attempted 
to interpofe the fpiritual authority of the head 
of tjie church, beeaufe there was quellion of a 
facrament : but he was over-ruled, and informed 
that marriage, inafmuch as it is a contract, muft 
ever lie within the jurifdi6tion of the temporal 
power. A ftronger or more explicit decifiort 
could not have been expeded from a protellant 
court. 

The fate of the religious orders, which yet 
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remained undecided, was definitively determined 
by an ordinance in which the king was made to 
fpeak with a boldnefs of language at which 
himfelf muft have been aftonifhed. It (ct forth 
that his majefty, after mature examination, was 
thoroughly convinced that the fubjeftion of the 
religious focictics to generals refiding out of his 
dominions was " an abufe, a violation of the 
•'rights of the bilhops, the offspring of thofe 
** ages of darknefs and fpiritual calamity, qf thofe 
" falfe decretals forged by an impoftor who had 
*^ fuffered himfelf to be led aftray by his blincj 
^* affection for the court of Rpme." 

This meafure, and efpecially its motives, 
proved a thunder-ftroke to the Holy See and its 
adherents. Theologifts are confulted: the ge- 
nerals of the religious orders affemble in the 
pope*s palace, and draw up a proteft in oppofi* 
tion.to the rq^ ordinance of the Neapolitan 
monarch. Unavailing clamours ! The mal -con- 
tents could not on this occafion expeft to receive 
fupport from the court of Spain : that court had 
itfelf been for fome years meditating a fimilar 
reform. 

The court of Rome, however, found in the 
new Neapolitan minifter a greater propenfity 
to conciliation than they had at firft expefted. 
The marquis Caraccioli and the cardinal Buon- 
compagni entertained for each other a recipro-. 
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cal efteem. Both prudent and enlightened men, 
Cuperior, each in his refpeftive country, to the 
furrounding crowd of their contemporaries, they 
would perhaps have been of the fame opinion if 
they had been placed in the fame fphere of life. 
They mutually fought each other's acquaintance. 
Caraccioli broached a dire£l correfpondence 
with the cardinal, for the purpofe of amicably 
terminating the differences which kept their 
courts at variance. After they had begun to 
underftand each other a little, the pope fent 
count Galeppi to Naples without any oftenfible 
commiffion, but (imply to hear whatever the 
Neapolitan government might be difpofed to 
fay to him : for the Roman court were not daz- 
zled by thofe advances ; and it was with good 
reafon that they were not. At the moment 
when a reconciliation feemed approaching, the 
tribunal of Santa Clara pronounced that three of 
the biflioprics which were the fubjefts of the 
conteft, being of royal advowfon, ought to be 
fubjeft to the king's nomination. The arch- 
bifhop of Naples whofe exemplary virtues were 
alloyed by a fanatic zeal for the court of 
Rome, the entire Sacred College, and the pon- 
tiff himfelf, loudly exclaimed againft the deci-» 
fion; and there was queftion of proceeding to 
violent meafures. But the prudent friends of 
JPius calmed his mind, and he checked his re« 



!?8 

fcntment left he fliould caufe a mifcarriage 6r 
the negotiation which was about to ht com- 
menced. 

It began under happy aufpices. Galeppi waS 
highly pleafed with the queen*s difpofition; 
Dextrous, infinuating, fuccefsfuUy adopting every 
tone and efpecially that of confidence, (lie en^ 
chanted the incipient negotiator* He had ima- 
gined that Caraccioli's influence Was to be his 
principal, his only, refource : yet he found thd 
queen even more conciliating than the minifter; 
But while he fufFered himfelf to be dazzled by 
thefe appearances, a fequeftration was laid ori 
the very abbey which cardinal Buoncompagnl 
poffefled in the kingdom of Naples, and part of 
its revenues appropriated to ufeful eftablifh- 
ments: a laudable reform, without doubt, though 
the time and the obje6t were ill chofen. Was 
this ftep the efFeft of duplicity? or did it pro- 
ceed merely from the want of refleftion ? Thefe 
are queftions not eafily to be anfwered even by 
thefe who have had the clofeft and moft fre- 
quent accefs to the queen of Naples. That 
procedure, liable at leafl: to the charge of incivi- 
lity, was yet quite recent Vv^heii the queen, per- 
haps moved by corjpafiion, wrote with her own 
hand to cardinal Buoncompagni, that, notwith- 
ftanding appearances, the king was defirous o? art 
accoinmodatiun with hi^ holinefs. Soron afterjL 
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ibme efforts were made to difplay a conduft 
confiftent with this affurance,: recommendation 
was given to obfervc a degree of tenderncfs to- 
war<l the court of Rome, at lead in point of 
forrji ; and the tribunals were directed to ihew 
fome regard for the rehgious orders. 

^t length Galeppi fucceeded in removing 
^ firft difficulty. In September 1786, it was 
agreed that the king fliould thenceforward no- 
rninate to all the biflioprics in his dominions ; 
that the pope Ihould be empowered to difpofc 
of fixty thoufand ducats of church-revenues in 
favour of Neapolitan fubjeSs, and of fix-thou- 
fand toward the fupport of his nuncio at Na- 
ples. Galeppi would have wilhed to obtain 
further fucceffes, and efpecially to effecl a fuf- 
penfion of the fuppreffion of monafteries : but 
his efforts were of no avail. Perhaps, however, 
they might not have been unfuqcefsful if he had 
chofen to leave the bufinefs entirely in the hands 
of the marquis Caraccioli, who, to the great 
aftonilhment of the world, was become at his 
court the principal advocate of the papacy — he 
^ho, both in England and in France, had fo 
often indulged his wit at the expenfe of religion 
—who had fo flightingly treated its minifters in 
Sicily— who had more than once been heard to 
fay at Paris, " If ever I become miniftcr to the 
** king of Naples, Til find means to render him 
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•• independent of the grand mufti of Rome." But 
Galeppi wiftied to multiply his means : a hun- 
dred agents were employed in the bufinefs of 
his negotiation : it failed, and he returned to 
Rome in April 1787, carrying with him a plan 
of accommodation which the apoftolic chancel- 
lery refufed to admit. 

Inftead of being aftonilhed at the condefcen- 
fion of a court of which the two moft influential 
men difplayed a boldnefs of principle fo alarm* 
ing to the caufe of orthodoxy — inftead of ap- 
pearing grateful for it — Pius afferted that he had 
done every thing in his powerto fatisfy the king 
of Naples, and that it would not be his fault if 
an accommodation ihould not take place. It- 
was particularly to the French and Spanifti mi- 
nifters that he held this language, hoping that 
their courts w^ould interpofe in his favour. But, 
at Madrid as well as at Verfailles, people were 
tired of thofe inceflantly reviving difputes, of 
thofe alternations of ftubbornnefs and com- 
plaifance, of reafon and extravagance, Pius 
therefore faw himfelf abandoned to his own re- 
fources, and called in the aid of his favourite 
remedy : Buoncompagni was direfted to com- 
pofe a long memorial, in which he endeavoured 
to prove the legitimacy of the pontiff's preten- 
fions, and efpecially the inviolable juris di£iion of his 
nuncio at Naples* A prelate was appointed to 
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coflvey this xhethorkl to Galeppi, who had re- 
turned ta bis poft : biit by the king's order it 
itas coolly and briefly anfvt^ered that the pope's 
pfetenfions were inadtoiffible, and that it wai 
no loQger poffible to think of an ax:conim6dia^ 
fion. 

. For a long ttixre back every thing had b^ert 
done at J^aples in fits of peevifhnefs. Irt all the 
operations of the government it was eafy to^ 
dilcover the influenee of a woimaii, who altej* 
nafely vibrated bdtweenf benevolence and am-' 
moCty, and followed at one finx? the terhpefate 
cotinfels of Caraccioliy at another the violent 
6iggefiions of A£lon^ but oftener fhe impulfes^ 
of her own caprice. 

After ftich a repulfive anfwer, cbuM any matt 
have expefted to fee the negotiations once more 
renewed before the conclufion of the year? 
Pius, it is true, made thefifft advances, and 
Game forward with more moderate pretenfioM* 
Caracciolr fignified, that, fince the pope (hewed 
bimfelf more reafonable, it became eafy to ef* 
feft a reconciliation, of which the king himfelf 
was extremely defirous ; but that it was necef^ 
fary to lay afide all thofe little wiles, all thofe 
fubtitities, which had caufed the preceditrg ne* 
gotiations to mifcarry. 

The cardinal fecretary of ftate thougJit him- 
felf the perfon moft capable of realifing the a*W 
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hopes which the pontiff was beginning to eftt^r- 
tain; and. with that idea he repaired to Naples 
in the month of Oftober. A fufpieion prevailed 
that d zeal for the interefts of the papacy was 
not his real motive for undertaking that journey. 
Gorani, in his Secret Memoirs of the Courts of 
Italy, afferts that he was principally attrafled ta 
Naples by his defire of revifiting a woman with 
whom h^ had been very intimately acquainted 
at Bologna , and the libertine conduft 6f the 
cardinal gives credibility to the aflertion. He 
probably accoifl^liflied the objefl: in whiph bis 
heart was concerned; but he failed in that 
which would have flattered his vanity* He wa» 
extremely pleafing in his manner : he was well 
tcceived ; and he propofed a plan of conciliation 
iit which the pope made fome new facrifices; 
but they were not deemed fufficient. 
. Gorani relates that Buoncompagni, fully per- 
fuaded that he (hould find the king more ac- 
commodating than his minifters, requefted of 
hijB a private audience, at which, after having 
with his infinuating eloquence urged to, him his 
apoftolic arguments, he thus concluded his ha- 
rangue — " Your majefty may reft aflured that 
^',your condefcenfipn to the Holy See is the.only 
" mean of avoiding a muhitude of unpleafant cir- 
''rcumftances, and of acquiring in all events a 
^/. faithful and fteady friend."— " Cardinal,'* re- 
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jplied the king^** I have liftened to you as long 
** as jrou thought proper : do you now Hften to 
** me in turn. I was not afraid to difpleafe the 
•* king of Spain my father when I felt it my duty 
** to defend the rights of my crown. Can you 
^' then imagine that I fliall entertain any fear iu 
** defending them againft the pretenfions and fub- 
" tilities of your fovereign ? No ! nothing can pre- 
** vail on me to confentto the demands of Pius 
" VI., becaufe I deem them unjuft.*' 
. We think ourfelves authorifed to queftion thfe 
authenticity of this dialogue, as bearing too lit- 
tle conformity to the charafters of the fpeakers. 
The cardinal's friends have never had any know- 
ledge of it : and befides, if he had carried home 
from Naples fo explicit a declaration, how could 
the pontiff, immediately after Buoncompagni^s 
miffion, have indulged in^ that fecurity which 
the beft-informed obfervers remarked in him ? 
However that point be determined, the cardinal 
returned to Rome without having made any 
progrefs in the bufinefs; and the year 1787 
concluded amid cold demonftrations of mutual 
^ood underftanding. 

And now commenced that year which Was to 

Jhflift on the pope the moft painful of all morti- 

'JBcations that it* was poffible for him to expe- 

riencci The month of June was far advanced, 

and no mcafures had yet been taken for the 
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iolemn pYefenta^tiott' 6f Hie pailfr^y. Nb neW 
caufe/of complafint had arifen on eithet fitfe : 
how then accpliftl (c>t the delay ? for his ht)ii- 
irefs couM fiot even* fpr a nioment admit the 
idea of a t'ot^l omiffi'on of the accuftomed Bo- 
ibage. Saint P'eter's eve at leiYgth ai^rived : the 
ednftable Colbiina, the hero of the cerertibtty, 
has riot yet made his appearance : biit '^ thean- 
« nual tribute at le^ wilf befent."-^Thfe amitial 
tribute, is equally JriVififefe. 

l^ius was deeply atf e£f ed : he 'Viroiiid have 
wifhed to avoid etxpofmg htniffcff to ridicule By 
the utterance of impotettt compliifits : but! h^ 
dreaded the burft of uAiverfal indignatiott. The 
fatal Koiir i^ com^: he afccrids his tftrone-'-*^ 
with mourtiful c6nritetttote ftirveys the fur* 
rouAding aflembly of tardinals, and an im-* 
menfe atiditory wfro participate his dejefilion-*** 
pronounces a* difco^irfe, which he endeavours to 
render impreflive by pathos of tone, and irt 
which he accumulates arguments^ that to him 
.Appear unanfWerabfe. He reminds his audience 
that he has *^ done every things to coftduft th^ 
" negotiations to a happy conclufion: he has Writ* 
^* ten conciliatory lettef s ; but the king of Naples 
*^ has not anfvvered them ; and, without any 
*^ previous riotifce, h(^ now offers him the affront of 
•^ fuddeniy difcontiriuing a.homage Which he had 
" conftantly paid hito fince hif aeceffiortto the 
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^ tlurcme-'^ homage guauriHitied by the expre$i 
^ promife of his ht^ Charles lU.^'-a hon;ia{ic 
^ eoforoed by federal b^Us, and^ among othcr$» 
^ l^ thaL of Julius II. which denounces the threat 
'^ fi( ecclefiailical cenfures againft the king who 
** ihould omit it." He quotes thofe bulls, repeats 
|he paflages from them, pot now in that thuor 
4ering voi^ e which he w^s fond enough x>f a£- 
Iwiing in the midft pf his court on ftate occa* 
J&opas, but in that melancholy and almoft fup- 
pjiant tpne which i$ employed to mov9 an ia^ 
cenfed conqueror. 

The few moderate m^n who heard him were 
jftri^c^ with admiration on obferving how fuc* 
pefsfully he had be^^ able to reftrain or at leai^ 
^p fpften the expreJB^on of his chagrin i whilp 
the crowd of fanatics beftowed on his forbear* 
ance the name of bafe pufillanimity. But when, 
at a diitance from the fcene of a£lion, we repre* 
^t to ourfelves an old nian, a ibvereign, fishing 
through vexation becaufe a horfe has failed tp^ 
cpm^ and pay him his periodical obeifance, Wf 
po longer participate either the admiration of 
the one party or the indignation of the othpr, 
but look down with pity qn the weaknefs and 
vanity of frail mortals* 

In the evening of that finifter day, at tlrc mo- 
ment whi^n the Neapolitan ambaffador (hould 
have prefetUed lii|?if(?.lf, ih^Jifcal pf the Apoftoli<? 
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Chamber gravely made his proteftrefpe6Ung the 
delay ot the cuftomary hdmage. The pope ad- 
mitted the proteft, and thought he. thereby faved 
his honour and his rights. He next wrote to' 
the king of Naples a letter in circumfpect lan- 
guage, but in a pathetic ftrain, which however 
had loft all its force on. thofe to whom it was 
now addreffed. He communicated this produc-? 
tion to the Spanifh piinifter, who greatly ap- 
plauded the form he had given to it. The che- 
valier Azaraandthe cardinal de Bernis ftill con- 
tinued to be his confidants and comforters ; 
though, to avoid involving them in difficulties, 
he had ceafed to apply to them for advice. The 
two fage minifters, who were witncfles of his 
affliftion, were very capable of appreciating its 
objeft, but could not forbear giving him tefti- 
njonies of their fympathy. 

On the feventh of the following July, Ricciarr 
delli, the Neapolitan charge-des-affaim, came 
to prefent to cardinal Buoncompagni the twelve 
thbufand Roman crowns which his court onc^ 
lAore condefcended to pay as a tribute. ^ " The 
** principal circumftance of that honoageis its 
** folemnity," replied the cardinal, reje£ting th% 
proffered fum. After the expiration of a fort- 
night, Ricciardelli delivered to him a memorial 
fetting forth, lhat»— the pope having refufed to 
receive ^ the twelve thoufand JRoman cro^ns-i-* 
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the king his mafter, defirous, as in preceding 
years, to make a pious offering t;o the apoftles 
Peter and Paul, had ordered him to depofit it in 
a public bank where it fhould await the difpo- 
fal of the Apoftoh'c Chamber. The cardinal cpn- 
fcefved he was fupporting the dignity of the pa- * 
pacy by replying in another memorial that the 
pious offering, without the palfrey, did not fulfil 
the engagements contrafiled by the king of Na- 
ples and his predeceflbrs to the Holy See ; that, 
in confequence, the ^cal of the Apoftolic 
Chamber had made a fecond proteft, and that 
tiie bank in which the fum was depofited had 
received direftions -to hold it at fignor Ricciar- 
delli's difpofal. — The latter fent back the me- 
morial, the proteft, &c. becaufe he could not 
receive them without an order from his court. 

This conteft of empty formalities did not how- 
ever terminate the difpute. The king of Na- 
ples ftooped to pick up the gantlet which the 
cardinal had flung down before him. He an- 
fwered \\\s memorial at great length, and in the 
ftyle of a lawyer: he intimated that the dif- 
ferences might have been terminated if Galeppi 
had employed lefs of fubtility and more of fin- 
cerity in his negotiations, and if cardinal Buon- 
cdmpagni had been authorifed to conclude defi- 
nitively : he did not refufe the cuftomary obla- 
tion I but he thought, the pomp of the ceremony 
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qj le^ft \jjjn?;€efl%ry, iipc.^ ;t yjfas not exprjeflecl in 
fte a£l .of invieftiture : th.git ^ft.jtfejf jyas fup^r? 
fluous, fmc^ the NeappUtan monarchs poffeflfed 
tbeir kingdom by the right of Qox>qu.e(l, mii 
it3 enfeofment was a ufurpation, which could 
only be borne in ages of ignorance and bajv 
barifm. 

IsTever before had aijy catholic prince fpokea 
in fo bold language to the coyrt of Rome, whofc 
afftonifhmen.t was now almoft equal to their af? 
fli£lion. Cardinal Borgia, fecretary of the Pro- 
paganda and a learned theologift, was appoints 
ed fo reply to it. But what arguments could h^ 
advance in oppofition to force combined witH 
rcafon ? Quotations, the authority of fathers of 
the church and of the councils, ancient Concorr 
data, recent regulations ! In this mepioriaj^ 
which was gilternately learned and pathetic, the 
pontiff enumerated all the lleps he bad already 
tai^en to effe£l a reconciliation with the court of 
Naples : but he could not, he faid, without renr 
deringhi^ifelf contemptible, fuffer acruel wound 
to be inflifiled on the authority of the Holy 
See. 

The Neapolitan fovereign condefcendqcj to 
reply to this erudite, homily. He was oblige4 
to pay fome deference to the prejudices of hif 
fubjefts as well as to fatisfy his own fcruples^ 
He was willing, as the French monarchs had 
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o^en done before, tQ kifs iKe ponti£P*s toe, and 
4jt the fame time to bu)d hi$ hands in chains* 
He aJQTumed a tone of franknefs and candor, 
which probably was intended as mockery by 
thofe who di£tated his reply, though from his 
mouth it was fmcere. In mild aiid almoft hudfur 
ble terms he reprefented that he conCdered the 
pecuniary tribute as fulfilling the whole of h'^ 
duty to the Apoftolic See ; that the pomp of thf 
ceremony was not matter of obligation; thaf 
the prefenta^ion of the palfrey lyas a cuftoiaL 
which could not be traced farther bacjk thaiji 
the preceding century .*^The trvith was, that np 
<^xprefs mention of that ridicujous formality i^a4 
heen made in the aQ: of inveftiture given to thp 
prefent fovereign, though it had been mentioned 
ia that granted to the king his father, who gua^ 
rantied it for himfelf and his fuccejfors. 

It wa$ ferving the court of Rome according 
to their tafte, to engage with them in a polemic 
difcuflion. Pius and his fecretjary of ftate,^ wh^ 
wcr^ feldoni in unifon, differed in opi^iojh r,€- 
fpefting the proper form to be given to the an- 
fwer which the king of Naples expeicted. The . 
pontiff" wiflied to fwell it out to a voluminovp 
memorial, under the perfuafipn that arguments 
derive additional ftrength from their bulk. 
Meanwhile, to fill up the time that muft elapfe 
before the quarrel were decided, the N^apftlkan 
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government perfevered in the purfuit of its plan, 
gave orders for the fequeftration of all the ab- 
beys and fimple benefices, affumed the right of 
nominatmg to them all, and burft the laft re- 
maining ties by which the religious focietics 
Yrere yet bound to their generals. 

The Holy See fufpended its labours, and 
tried. If poffible, to flop the court of Naples in 
its too rapid career. About this period, an in- 
cident of a private nature gave birth to new dif- 
putes. The archbifhop of Naples had diflblved 
the marriage of the duchefs di Mattalona*, 
and, without the concurrence of the Holy See, 
had given her a certificate declaring her at li- 
berty to marry again. A bifliop of Motula had 
afterward taken up that caufe. This, accprdr 
ing to Pius, was a violation of all the rules of 
ccclefiaftic difcipline : wherefore, to apply a 
fpeedy remedy to thefe diforders, he drew up 
two briefs, the one for the duchefs, the other for 
the bifhop, and direfted his internuncio to deli- 
ver them to the parties. The duchefs refufed. 
to receive that which was addreffed to her, and 
refufed in fuch a tone as forbade all attempt to 
infift on the point. The internuncio was dif- 
concerted, and faid within himfelf, " Let us aft 
" more adroitly with the biQiop : let us lay for 

* In page 75 (he ii defignated by the name of Madda^m. 



^hiax an ambufcade from which he canned: 
^f efcape without caufing open fcandal." Ac- 
cordingly he took him unaware, and, with his 
brief in his hand, attempted to offer him a fort 
of violence. The bifhop of Motula was a man 
of rough manner : he rudely thruft back the 
emiflary, and even made ufe of language difrc- 
fpeflful to the Holy See. The poor iritemuncio 
had ftill lefs reafon to boaft of the fuccefs of his 
fecond attempt, which, though unfuccefsful, ir- 
ritated the court of Naples, from whom he fud- 
denly received an order to quit the kingdom 
within eight and forty hours. The name of /rea- 
fon was given to the audacity by which he had 
been prompted to introduce, without the king's 
cpnfent, thofe ads emanating from a foreign 
power. But the fame hand which figned this 
fentence fought to alleviate its confequences, 
and recommended the internuncio to the pope's 
clemency, becaufe, faid his majefty, his condu6l 
had been irreproachable in every inftance ex- 
cept that criminal attempt. 

The court of Naples, with its ufual incon- 
fiftency, foon pafling from rage to repentance, 
wrote to the pope, as to difarm his refentment, 
and propofed to renew the negotiation : but the 
wound was already inflifted. Pius.fenfibly felt 
this affront, which prefaged to him many others 
in fuccpflion. Cardinal Buoncompagni unbo* 
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Soms ills painful feelings to the car41nsd dc l^t^ 
ills, and fupplicales him to procure the inte^po- 
fitioa ol the cldeft fon of the chwch* in beha^jF 
of her chief* This happened toward the cox^- 
clufion of the year 1788^ a. period when Lptii? 
XVI. wras himfelf involved in confiderable dff- 
Acuities: his interce0ion therefore was feebku 
and of very little efficacy. 

An unfortunate combination of circumftance^ 
accumulated the fubje6t$ of diipute between th(s 
Roman court and thatt of Naples. 

The order of Malta was at this time rent by 
-divifions which extended to thefe two courts 
The ambiguous cxiftence of th*t order wa^ ^ 
fruitful fource of diffenfion. The gr^nd-ipi^fter, 
as at temporal fpvereign, was a v^ifal of th^ 
crown of Naples : as chief of ^n order, he wa^ 
tibjeA to the Holy See: hence a frequent 
ciafhipg of jurifdi6tion. At this period, e^ifie^ 
at Malta a v,ery violent quarrel between a knight 
named de Loras and the commander Dolomieu. 
The latter having difpleafed the court of Nja^ 
pies, had, at the inftigation of bis adverfary, 
been bapiflied from the kingdom of the Tw9 
Sicilies. Returnmg to Malt^, he there jTuffer^ 
a fecond difgrace, which was ja confequence of 
the former : he was deprived of his office of re- 

* H23 m(A Chriftiao majie^, the king of Fraace. 
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^reCentative in the fuperior council of Malta. 
From this fcntcnce he appealed to the Roifian 
Kota, as the tribunal to whofe jiirifdidion were 
MqtGt all the judgements of the order. The 
Rota had tifve boldnefs to abfolve the com- 
flSander, aaid alleged, as the motive of its dect^ 
fttSA^ that the caufe of Dolomieu's cotidemnatioH^ 
#as hidden, and " did not appear to be of a 
•* crtminol ifatute." 

- This wa^, to fay the Icaft of Jt, a daring mea- 
fisre, cddfidefing the fituation in which the pa*- 
]^acy then ftood with refpe€k to the Neapolitaa 
cotrU The latter took offence at it, and, long 
tdcuftomed to difregard the reftraunts of defKca- 
cy in its relations with the fovereign pontiff, ira- 
perioufly demanded the reverfal of a decifion 
* equally inconfiderate as erroneous and ab- 
•* furd." The cardinal fecretary of ftate, who 
by this time was thoroughly weary of his poft 
at the helm in the midft of fo many ftorms, 
would not venture to undertake the tafk of 
writing an anfwer, as deiired. A congregation 
of cardinals was confulted, who pronounced 
that, in crhninal caufes of the knights of Malta, 
appeals to the court of Rome mud always be 
admitted. Cardinal Buoncompagni, confident 
in this deciiion, replied that the Rota was au^ 
thorifed to a£t as it had done, and that it by nd 
means merited the imputations thrown out 
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agailift It. The court of VeHailles proteSe^ 
Dolomieu : but his adverfary, excelling him ih 
the arts of intrigue, had found means to intereft 
great perfonages in his own behalf, and fjrp* 
cured powerful recommendations from all qtiar-^ 
ters* The court of Rome attempted to ftrug- 
gle againft fo formidable a party : but even the 
friends of the Holy See were of opinion that it 
too frequently received appeals from the grand-' 
mafter, and that by fuch afFeftation of para- 
mount auihority it only exafperated the govern- 
ments which already had caufes of complaint 
againft the papacy. The Neapolitan govern-^ 
merit in particular was thereby rendered more 
averfe to conciliation. 

The pope meanwhile had concluded his to-» 
luminous performance, and now condefcended 
to communicate it to cardinal Buoncompagni, 
who, not having expefted that mark of confi- 
dence, felt himfelf flattered by it, though he nc* 
verthelefs feverely criticifed his holinefs*s pra- 
duftion. " That' memoria],'V faid he to his 
friends, ** is briftled with quotations,- overloaded 
" with authorities j the pope has fucceeded in 
•^ rendering it at once tirefomely dull and in^^ 
•* conclufive : the king of Naples will riever 
"take the trouble of perufing it : but he will 
^* caufe it to be anfwered with equal prolixity j 
•* and tKusy inftead'of rcnaedying the difeafe^ w« 
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•* fh^il fibd t^at wc have only increSifed its 
** virulence."— The memorial, however, without 
tmdergoing any alteration, was difpatched in 
February 1789, and produced the eflfeQ which 
the cardinal had predicted. 

At the approach of the feftival of the apoftles 
Peter and Paul, the epoch of that ceremony of 
which the fufpenfion was productive to his holi- 
nefs of fo many fleeplefs nights, he wrote to the 
king of Naples, in hopes of jcvivjng fome 
fcruples in his breaft. Vain attempt ! — ^the pal- 
frey did not make his appearance ; and the Jif" 
rtf/ renewed his proteft, but with yet greater fo* 
lemnity than on the preceding occafion ; recall- 
ing to memory that the offering of the pious do- 
nation was to be made " cum prafentatione para^ 
" phnnialbi decent er ornath p^r ipjum regem velper 
** .ejus fpecialem legatum regio charaElere munitunii non 
** alicui mtnijlro pontificio vel camera apjiolica^ fed 
*' ipsi Romano poNTiFici, publice, et cum< 
^ folitU Jokmnitatibus, ac in recognitionem me-^ 
** MORATi DOMiNii */' Such wcre the ex- 
yreflionsof the engagement renewed by the king 

* With the prefcntation of a white palfrey decently ca- 
parifoned, by the king himfelf or by his fpecial cmbaiTadpr 
vefted with the regal charade'r, not to any of the pope's mi- 
nilters or to the Apoftolic Chamber, but to iht Roman pontiff 
inperfofij publicly, and With the nfual folemnities, and as af^ 
tukmnvledgement of the afonfaidfover^gnty^ 
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don Carlos: and wha could think: of brewing- 
through a cuftom fa folemnly fanftipned? Yet 
the Neapolitan agent continued inflexible: he 
depofited the annual trR>ute in a public bank:, a^ 
he had done in 1788 : the jS/i^/ renewed his p«Ht 
teft ; and the agent refufed to receive it. 

After a few days, the Neapolitan ag^ent fent 
a paquet from his court to the prelate Fed^rici, 
one of thofe fubordinate charafters who have 
acquired the confidence 6f their employer and 
who often abufe it. Federici, who temporarily 
firpplitd the place of the fecretary of ftafe, was 
more irritable than the pope himfelf, or had lefe 
command of bis tempcn He refufed to receive: 
the paquet : it was fent to him a fecond time ; 
and a feCond time he refufed to accept it. Pius 
was not informed of this repeated breach of ci- 
vility until the mifcbief was irreparable : the in- 
telligence wounded him to the foul. " Perhaps 
" he had been made to reje6l a propofal of ac- 
*-* commodation ! perhaps that paquet contained 
•* king Ferdinand's anfWer to his memorial !"— - 
Cardinal Spinelli, who, fince the death of Or- 
. fmi, was prote£lor of the crown of Naples at the 
court of Rome, happened at this time to be at 
Naples. That prelate pofTcfled a good heart, 
pure iirtenlions, a native fund of found fenfe, 
and refined penetration ; nor could Pius have 
chofen a fitter perfon.to be his interpreter. Acr 
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tjofdihgly he commilfioned Spmelli to exculpate 
tiTni from the involuntary offence, which was 
imputable to Federici alone. But the court of 
Kaples, confid'ering itfelf as fuperior to the af- 
Tront, w^s eqilally regardlefs of the apology : it 
quietly advanced in its predetermined career, 
and fpared none either of the fpiritual or tem- 
poral ufurpatiprts of the court of Rome. 

The duchy of Caftro and Roncjglione, lying 
within the territory , that w^as called Saint Pe- 
ter's Patrimony, had formerly belongjed to the 
Farnefe family, and had, under feme frivolous 
pretext, been confifcated by the Appftolic Cham- 
bei*. The king of Naples, whoi as heir pf the 

noufe of Farnefe, continued to bear the title of 
i . i •' . ■ » • . ' , • , • '■ ■ ■' - • ' 

that duchy, determined at this period to recover 

the properly of hii anceftors. iTiis was a new 
Fource of iineafmefs to the pope in that me- 
morable year 1789^ when the national affembly 
of f'rance began to give the fignal for tnofq 
fejortal wounds which Were to be inflifted on 
trie' papacjr. The other catholic governments 
Forefaw the approaching evil : they faw with, 
iecret forrow that the boldnefs of reform would 
bverftep the bounds which they had wifhed to 
ieach, and that the philoifophic audacity of the, 
French nation threatened the very exiftence of 
that fpirituat authority Nvhich it might be the 
ihtereft of the temporal fovercignsi to modify, 
vot. ii. H 
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but not totaHy to overthrow. However power- 
ful a- monarch may feel himfelf by his own 
ftrength, in critical moments he wiihes to favc 
his auxiliaries: thofe governments, therefore, 
Were feen to fufpend their hoftilities againft the 
pontificate, without however makmg any retro- 
grade motion. Such was the conduft of the 
Neapolitan court in the year 178.9: it .did not 
furrender its conquefts ; but it forbore to add to 
their number. 

In the month of July 1789^ the king of Na- 
ples at length replied to Pius's long memprial ina 
refpeftful and affeftionate ftyle which announced 
'a defire of accommodation. But, with regard 
to the prefentation of the palfrey, he explained 
himfelf in a manner which forbade the pontiff 
to entertain any further hope on the fubje&« 
He reverted ,to the times of the ufurpations and 
hoftile invafioris of Innocent IV. and Alexander 
i v., " days of violence,'* he faid, *^ which ought 
*' never to be remembered without horror. And 
" although he himfelf (Ferdinand) had ftill per- 
/* mitted the prefentation of the palfrpy, he had 
'' not formed any engagement to have that cere- 
" mony accompanied by a numerous caValcade, 
" a folemn embafly, the roar of artillery, and all 
*' the pomp of a triumphal exhibition. Such 
** folemnity was purely voluntary on his jpart :>% 
'' was equally unbecoming his dignity as uncon- 
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*' fbritlable to the holinefs and humility prck 
•' fefled by the vifible head of God's church* 
•' His refolution was taken ; nor could aiiy con-^ 
** fideration induce him to alter it/' 

The pope accordingly perceived that the de- 
cree was irrevocable : the puerile homage of the 
palfrey, fo flattering to his vanity, Was irreco-' 
verably loft ; and from his pontificate would 
henceforward be dated the difgrace of the tiara# 
He was on the eve of fufFering much more fe- 
vere loffes ; but none of them more painfully af- 
kSted him than this. Perhaps at this moment 
be continues to deplore it.within the receffes of 
his Carthufian retirement at Florence. 

During thefe tranfaftions the marquis Ca-i 
raccioli died; an event which opened a new 
fbnrce of alarms for Pius. In hfes relations with 
the Neapolitan court, all the marks of conde^ 
fcenfion had proceeded from that minifter, the 
meafures of violence fronji the chevalier A6ton, 
and the afl:s of inconfiderate caprice from the 
i&n. Henceforward therefore he had no 
bin to expeft the delicacy of tendemefs in the 

ji^^lfeatmeht he was to experience. 

^v- But in this idea he? was miftaken. In propor- 
tion as the French revolution, which threatenedi 
to prove fo fatil to him, was gradually deve- 
loped, the other governments becannie lefs en- 
terprifing. That of Naples, without abandon- 

H 2 
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them and the pope, confiderably fdftened the 
afperity of mutual prepoffeffions. 

From that epoch indeed every circumftance 
tended to effe£l an approximation between the 
Roman pontiff and thofe of the European po^-* 
ers that ftood in oppofition to France. At firlt 
Pius lent them his fpiritual aid' — with what fuc* 
cefs, is univerfally known: at length, to his. 
great misfortune, he determined to add alfo the 
^iftance of his temporal arms. After having 
long fotfght againft thofe powers for his own in- 
fprefts, he was ruined in fighting under the fame 
banpers with then^ in fupport of the common 
caiife, I 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

JPius*s Relations with different Powers of Europe-^ 
with the, United States of America — with Poland 
— the King of Sweden — the Republic of Fenice-^ 
Portugal — the Dukes of Modenay Parmay &c. 

IF Pius has, by fome of his faults, merited a 
part of his misfortunes, it muft be owned that he 
governed the church at a period when the 
greateft talents and the greateft virtues would 
have been unable to fcreen it from the ftorms by 
which it was aflailed. After the perfevering 
efforts of half a century, philofophy had made a 
progrefs which was truly alarming to every kind 
of authority. — She could not fail to make con- 
verts of thofe men whom their education had 
predifpofed to receive her leffons, of the worldly 
throng whofe paffions (he left in many refpefts 
unreftrained, and whom (he emancipated from 
the troublefome yoke of confcientious fcruple. 
Had (he confined herfelf within thefe bounds, 
fhe would not have proved a dangerous foe to 
that clafs of men who turned to lucrative ac- 
count thofe prejudices which flie combated. 
But (he had fuccelfively lowered herfelf to the level 
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of the moft vulgar underftan4ings : (he had pene- 
trated even into feminaries find cloifters: in every 
country (he had gained fome profelytes, around 
the throne ; and, in fome, (he had even feated 
herfelf upon it. Such was the enemy that Pius 
had to combat at the commencement and during 
the whole continuance of his pontlficatie. On 
every fide he fuffered her^attacks. We have zU 
ready feen what he had been obliged to endure 
from the emperor, from the emperor's brother 
the gjrand-duke, fromthegoyernment^of Naples* 
arid even froni the ecclefiaftic elediprs. Sp^ir^, 
wli.ofe fceptre had during two fuccqffive re^gQS 
been fwayed by religious prince3, and. from 
which to the^ laft. moment he received fo many 
marks of deference— even Spain did not forbear^ 
to give him uneafinefs. The irreconcilable 
hatred of the court of Madrid to the Jefuits, its 
urgent importunity fpr the canonifatipn of the ve- 
nerable Palafox^ its maxims of government, very ^ 
nearly approaching to. the liberties of the Galil- 
ean church, conftantly flood in oppofition to the : 
deareft.afFeftions of the pontiff, and to his moft 
deeply rob.ted prejudices. Formerly the Holy- 
See had been a kind of facred citadel which kept . 
tfie nations in awe, commanded even their fove- 
reigns, and menaced them' with its formidable . 
thunders. In latter times, the re ver/e. had taken . 
plate 5 and it was now become as it were the 



10^ 

T^ftl: ag^fJnftrwhiQh.were diredled;all the. batteries 
pf^^tjie t€jiijporal authority. Their artillery al- 
Ipwednot a mgrnent'S repofe to the befieged, 
y?ho ^aqh day fa:w tumbling in rujn fome part 
pf thofcj ramparts which, they had: been accuf- 
tome4 tp.cQofider as. inexpugnable. Heretics, 
(ipl^irmatics, catholics, of every fhade and gra- 
(iation, hilhpps, even devotees, feemed all to 
l^aye formed a^general league as againfti a com- 
mon enem^. Its able auxiliaries, the Jefuits^ 
formerly fettered in all parts of the univerfe, 
^y.ere now. almofl: all coUeSed. around it: but, 
fw from adding to. its ftrength, they increafed 
Its danglers by governing it according tolhe 
rujes.of an antiquated fyftena of ta£tics, of which 
eveny manoeuvre was watched and defeated. 

Almoft- all the temporal » powers feemed to 
have formed the plan, if not of utterly denying, 
aj leaft.of confiderably abridging, the fpirituali 
jui:ifdiftion of the court of Rome : and it were 
hp difftcuJt tafk to enumerate the few excep- 
tions to this rule which fome of their number 
have furniflied. But it will be matter of no 
foaall furprife to find one of thofe exceptions be-^ 
ypnd the ocean, in a nation young indeed in the 
date of her political exiftence, but already [old in 
wifdom — faithfully obfervant of the principles 
of univ'erfal toleration which formed one of the 
chief .ojF ^ her. fund^i?iental laWvSr-;?icknowle^ging 
no para?y>wn$ : ciede,. of , worlhip^ but. . aflfording 
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proteflion to all religions whofe profcffors had 
taken refuge within her territories. During two 
centuries North America had been the afylum 
of a confiderable number of catholics whom per- 
fecution had driven from different countries. So 
long as thofe refugees had, together with their 
adoptive countrymen, continued fubjeft to the 
oppreffive yoke of England, their civil exiftence 
had been equivocal and precarious. At length 
b/eathing under a regular and protefting go- 
vernment, they determined to fecure the exercife 
of their mode of worfhip by the nomination of a 
biftiop. The congrefs, although for the moft 
part confifting of philofophers and proteftants, 
did not fcruple to a£l as their interpreter in ap- 
plying to the court of Rome*. In 1789 they 
aiked of the pontiff a bifhop for the catholics of 
North America, leaving to the Holy See the per- 
petual right of nomination. Pius, who was not 
accuflomed to fuch deference even from the ca- , 
tholic powers, accepted the offer, but did not 
make an improper ufe of it. He left to the 
members of the catholic clergy the tafk of no- 
minating their bifhop in this firfl inflance, only 
referving to himfelf the privilege of confirming . 

* That pontifical vanity and policy fliould have magnified 
into a folemn a6k of congrefs fome private application from a 
committee of catholics or from their clergy, is quite in cha» 
raster : but be it rememl)ered that the congrefs have uniformly 
abftained from all interference in matters ef rdigibn." - * - - 
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their choice. The perfon whom they elevated 
to the epifcopal chair was John Carroll, who 
fixed his fee at Baltimore, and affumed the title 
of pope's legate. 

The authority of the pontiff was thus making 
feme diftant acquifitions, while his loflfes were 
accumulated clofe around him : and to modem 
Rome might have been applied what Racine 
faid of the ancient— 

^' O Rome ! thy bitt'reft foes (land at thy gates/* 

Accordingly, while the emperor, the grand-, 
duke of Tufcany, and the king of Naples, 
feemed to confpire agatnft the papacy, it re- 
ceived fome confolations, fome indemnifications 
from certain ftates of the North. Have we not 
feen the great Frederic teftify a regard for the 
pontiflF; Catherine II. likewife, notwithftanding 
the vexations caufed to Pius by her agents, pay 
a fort of homage to his fpiritual authority ? But 
it was more particularly from Poland that he 
more than once received flattering marks pf de- 
ference. 

In 1775, it had been remarked in this laft-men- 
tioned country that tlie number of holidays was 
too great. Application was made to the pope, 
who fupprefled thirty. Several members of the 
confederation of Bar had leagued themfelves by 
oath againft king Stanillausj and when they 
afterward wilhed for a reconciliatign with him. 
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from' their oath. The whole nation> however^ 
v^erff not equally well difpofed toward the court 
of Rome ; and many pf the Poles were heard' ta 
cxprefs their wiflbes that their country might be 
emancipated from thofe fpiritual trammels which 
retarded its progrefs in profperity. In 1778 ap-» 
peared the plan of a code, digefted by the il- 
luftrious Zamoilki, propofing to abridge the ja« 
rifdiflion of the pope's nxincio and the immuni- 
ties of the clergy — to abolifh the praftice of ap- 
peals to the court.of Rome-^— to fubjeft all its 
bulls to the king's approbation — toj eftabliCh a 
ruk that-monaftic vows could not be pronounced 
except by perfons of mature age, &c. But the 
hour w»s not yet come .when the torch of reafox^ 
ftould be permitted to difpel the clouds of fti* 
perdition from the Polifti fky : the clergy of that 
kingdcmi arofe in oppofition to thefe innovations: 
the pontiff bitterly cenfured them; and the diet 
of 1780, in which the individuals who- would 
have been affefted by them poffeffed a predonvi^^ 
naiicy, rejefted the plan of the intended code. 
Its author went to feek an afylum in a happier 
land> where philofophy was not a crime: he; 
found pr6te£lion under the wing; of- Jofeph 11. 
Pius did not, during the whole courfe of his 
pontificate, gain a more complete triumph. 

King Staniflaus, enlightened as he was, pro- 
cured for the. pope (brae. other, fucceffes y feeling* 
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pTohsbly that the church afFordcd a fupport td 
his limited and tottering authority. In 1779* 
wiihing to fupprefs a chapter of canons, whiciy 
was equally ufelefs as fo many others of the kind, 
be applied to the pope for permiflion. A tron- 
gregation of cardinals examined this itio'inebtoias 
qiittfi^Dn^ decided it in the negative^ and Sta* 
niilaus fubmitted to their decrfion. 

In 1782, feveral marks of infanity, which h&d 
been difplayed by the too-famous bifhop of Cra- 
cow, having induced his chapter to caufe him to 
be confined) and this meafure having been ap- 
proved by the diet, Staniflaus thought proper to 
difarm the pope's refentment which might have 
been excit^ by this fuppofed invafion of his 
fpiritual authority^ and for that purpofe fent to 
him a plenipotentiary to juftify the Polilh go- 
vernment. Finally, whoever recollefls the con- 
ciliatory part which Staniflaus took in the thorny 
bufinefs refpefting the archbifhop of Mohilow^ 
fliuft acknowledge that no fovereign among 
Pius's contemporaries took greater pains than 
be to feek opportunities of alleviating the poti- 
tiff 's diftreffes. 

Another northern potentate, whom difference 
(^f religion as well as the diftance of bis domi- 
nions might naturally have precluded from dl- 
moft all connexion with the pope-^Gtiftavus 
III., who fought to diftinguifli himfelf by every 
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fpeciesoffingularity^ feemed to affe£t fhowuxg 
marks of regard for the head of a church to 
which he did not himfelf belong. In 1781 he 
publiihed an edi£t favourable to the catholics of 
his kingdom^ and on this occa^on fignified to 
Pius that " the ftyle of the edift was adapted to 
•* the conceptions of the Swedifh .nation, but 
** that the ftatutes were conformaljle to the 
•* fpirit of the mildeft toleration." 

Two years after this, he perfonally paid 
homage to the pontiff whom he had courted 
from fuch a diftance. Setting out from Sweden' 
under the title of the count deHaga, he arrived 
on the fecond of November at Pifa, where at this 
time the grand-duke refided. Thence he wrote 
t'^ the pope a mofl affe£lionate letter, announc- 
iiig his fpeedy arrival at Rome, and affuringhim 
t^at the catholics in his ftates enjoyed and ever 
fl-ould continue to enjoy his peculiar prote&ion. 
Piran^fi, his agent at Rome, experienced a very 
cordial reception on delivering that letter to the 
pontiff. A northern monarch, a heretical prince, 
coming to vifit his holincfs, and loading him 
with civilities, while fo many catholic princes 
compelled him to fwallow deep draughts from 
the bitter cup of infult and indignity 1 fuch ai> 
event at once afforded a feafl to his felf-love, and 
poured the balm of confolation into his wounded 
bofom. Immediately he difpatched a courier 
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who was ordered to meet the royal traveller on 
the frontier of the Ecclefiaftical State, and ac- 
company him to Rome. On a former occafion 
we mentioned that this courier was deceived by 
the emperor, who paffed himfelf for the count de 
Haga, and entered Rome under that title. The 
illufion continued until the moment when the 
pope and the emperor appeared in each other's 
prefence. Pius afFefted to feel only ^n agree- 
able furprifeon difcovering his error; though his 
bofom harboured an inward vexation, which he 
exerted his utmoft power to conceal. This un- 
expefted though promifed vifit undoubtedly flat- 
tered his vanity : but at the fame time it revived 
unpleafing recolleftions, and was perhaps an 
omen that boded new ftorms. He had nought 
but homage to expeft from the king of Swedej>: 
with the inflexible Jofeph he was to have ccwi- 
nexions of a different kind; and the latter erf* 
joyed with malicious pleafure the ill-diflembled 
embarraflment of the pontiff, who, he plainly 
iaw^ would by far have preferred the prefende 
of the ftray fon to that of the rebel. 

The real count de Haga clofely followed him 
who had furreptitioufly ufurped his name. On 
the morrow of his arrival he aflifted at divine 
fervice celebrated in Saint Peter's church by the 
pope himfelf, who profufely lavifhed on him 
every. token of affefctioii. His afFs^ble demean-^ 
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our immediately ^ined for him ttie gbdd-WHl of 
the Romans. He neglefted n6ne of thoft 
winning arts of conciliation which were fo fami- 
liar to him ; and he dextroufly accomtnodatidii 
them in juft proportion to places lind perfoiiSi 
Cardinal Antonelli having, as chief of the pro- 
faganda^ teftified to him his gratitude for th^ 
kind indulgence Which he granted to the cathb* 
lies in his dominions, " If God/* replied he wllh 
a hypocritic countenance^ " prolong my life fliid 
** healthi I hope to do much more iii their fe- 
" Vour.'^ With zealous eagernefs he vifited ill 
the curiofities of Rome, and every-where left iii 
the minds of thofe with whom he converfed ati 
advantageous idea bf his underftanding, his tdftd 
for the fine arts, and his refined politeneft. H8 
particularly teftifii^d an earneft defii-e to fee that 
famous mufeuiii dn which he knew that Pius iet 
a grtzX talii^. The king and the pontiff thefS 
inet as it were by chance : their mfeettng pow- 
erfully ejt-cited the curiofity of the fpettators i 
and ev^fe the fiighteft particulars of whaf took 
place on the o'ccafion were minutely obfer^ed 
and carefully freafured in remembrafnce. 

A French pafintei^ made this interview the ftib- 
jeQ: of a pitture which was higbly a'ppMifded b/ 
thef voice of ftattery :' but it was not^ at GoVarrf 
intimates, the fii^ft or the only piece ofk thfr ftib-^ 
jeft. That author appears to be fuftb*f mrftjilpen 



wlien he ^erts that this meeting was an ^ccomr 
toodatory medium adopted to avoid the embar* 
jf^ffment of regulating the ceremonial of etiquette 
between a proteftant monarch and the head of 
' the R,pman church. There could exift no que- 
iKofli of ceremonial with refpeft to Guftavu?, fince 
he did not travel in the phar^^ier of a king, and 
had apnovinced his wifli tp remain moft pro- 
fojgnjdiy incognito bX Roipp. JNay too literal an 
Interpretation was given to that deHre dictated 
ty his feigned modefty, in fparing him the fa* 
tiguing homage of public entertainments, and 
the we^ifoiine pomp of date dinners* The 
count de Haga, however, would have bi^e^^ 
|^e9fed to fee people occasionally recollect thf 
kiing of Sweden : and he had the littlenefs to 
x:omplain of th^ omiflion to the cardinal de Ber* 
nis in a ton^ of affected gaiety, of which that 
.J;een quick-fighted covirtier did apt fail to ua* 
jtterftMid the real meaning. The igicadcimy of 
th<9 Arcadians alone gave him a reception cajcu- 
fet^ to remind him pf his royal rank* Th^ 
pope, however, did not omit ^liy pf thofe tefti*- 
monies of ajjeftion ate regard which ought to have 
been more plej^fmg to. him than ^Qi$ gf oftenta^ 
^pus homage.. 

After a few months* ftay at Rome, he departed 
for Naple:^, taking hi« roivte through the Fontia^ 
pijirfties. He admired the works there, and be* 
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itowed the moft pompous eulogiums on them 
after his return \ for, from the caftle of Caferte, 
where he fpent fix weeks, he went back to 
Rome in time to affift at the reh'gious folemrix- 
ties pf Paflion-week. Never before had they 
been celebrated with greater brilliancy than oh 
this occafion. The great number of diftin- 
guifhed foreigners who then happened to be at 
Romeferved further to enhance their pompous 
fplendor, Guftavus, who had fet out with a re- 
folution- of admiring every thing, was ftruck by 
the majefty with which the pontiff gave his be- 
nedidtion to the people on Holy Thurfday and 
Eafter*day : and, to fuftain with uniformity his 
affumed charafter of proteftor of the catholics, 
he declared aloud that the protectants were to 
blame for condemning the pomp of thofe cere- 
monies ; and that, fince religion was necelfary, 
it was right to clothe it with every external de- 
coration which could render it auguft and im- 
preffive. He feemed at this moment to have 
forgotten that religion is more refpedVed in thofe 
countries where it appears in the moft limple 
garb. He teftified a curiofity for every thing 
conneftcd with the catholic mode of worfhip ; 
and the pope fliowed great alacrity in gratifying 
him. He caufed him to affift at the admiffion 
of a novice, in the convent of capuchin nuns : 
he even granted him the privilege — fo difficult 
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ti) be obtained— of entering the interior recetfes 
of a nunnery: it remained acceffible to him at 
all hours of the day ; but Guftavus made a mo« 
derate uffe of that permiffion. 

He detefmiaed to treat the Romans with d 
fpefticle quite novel to them, and which put 
their toleration to the teft in a firigular manner. 
A Swedifh bilhop, the baron Taube, his chief 
almoner, came from the remote regions of Swe- 
den to perform for him the funftions of his mi- 
niftry. Perhaps Guftavus was afraid left his 
fubjefts (hould think him perverted by the fociety 
of the Roman idolaters, and wiflied to fliow him- 
felf faithful to the proteftant mode of worflwp 
even in the centre of catholicifm. He caufed a 
chapel to be fitted up in his palace : the chief 
almoner pronounced in it a difcourfe to prepare 
his flock for communion : on the morrow, at the 
conelufion 6f a pathetic fermon, he celebrated 
divine fervice according to the rite of the con- 
feflion of Augft)urg ; and the king, accompanied 
by his Swedifli attendants and fome foreign 
Lutherans, received the facrament, while a 
crowd of Romans, who more ftrongly felt' the 
impulfe of curiofity than of fanaticifm, ftood 
affembled at the gate of his palace and in the 
adjacent ftreets, without exprefling any other 
emotions than thofe of aftonifliment, 
• Cte this occafion Pius exhibited a proof of his 
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tolei^ce which gave offence to none but bigota. 
It would have been difficult for a pope to haviC^ 
£bo^n himfelf more of a philbfopher. 

During this fecond refidence at Rome, Gu(U* 
vus had the fatisfaiftion to find that his pretended 
defire of remaining incognito was fomewha^ ^(fk 
indulged* When he went on a vifit to the qpl^ 
lege of the propaganday which is deftiqed tQ 
flied the light of the catholic faith over all parH, 
of the globe, and of pourfe maintains cpQ* 
nexions with all the nations which dwf 11 on itSL 
iiirface, Qudavus received from its member^ a, 
compliment which he might in vain have qx-» 
pedted any-where elfe : he was prefented wi^ 
bis own eulogium in verfe, written in, fprty-rfix 
different languages* HLs furprife was livelx» 
and expreffed in a lively manner. 

It was recoUefted^ fomewhat too late, tha^t[ 
the grajpid-duke and duchefs of Ruflia, thougl^ 
travelling like him under modefi: t^itles, had con*^ 
fented that the dome of Saint Peter's, cath^ral 
fiiould be illuminated in compliment to them. 
Why then was a lefs brilliant reception given t9 
the king of Sweden? The cardinal de Berp^^ 
and the chevalier Azara fpoke on the fubje£l to 
the pontiff. Some perfons of inferior grade ob- 
jc£ted on account of the expenfe to be incurre4 
by that magnificent fpeftacle 5 and the cir^i^m* 
fiances of the papacy were ii^ph at thi^ peripd. 
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^ did liot warrant a difregard t6 the fiiggcftibiis 
of prudential oeconomy. But Pius delighted, 
^boTC all things, in the pompous (how of ekhi- 
bIKbtis 5 and he wiihed to leave an advantageous 
irtijpreffion of his own behaviour on the mlhd of 
Gdftavus. Accordingly the dome of Saint Pe« 
fet's wa3 illuminated. This happened at the 
tfirmination bf the Swedifti monarch's fecond 
Vfelidettce at Rome. Previous to his departure, 
the royal traveller made to the pope a priefent of^ 
three boxes of Brafil wood, which were accepted 
Mth i j)leafure bordering upon enthufiafm ; for 
iuch ^ds Pius's ufual manner of receiving what- 
ever was calculated to add to the embelKfhmcnt 
bf his iftufeum. Thofe three boxes contained 
tt^o htlhdred and twenty-two medals, of which 
tighty-nine were of gold, and the remaining 
hutidred and thirty- three of filver. They were 
^ c6lie6Hon of the effigies of all the Swedilh 
kings who had diftinguifhed themfelves in any 
department whatever. 

It was not without fenfdtions of regret that 
Pius faw Guftavus depart ; and the pontiff and 
the king tenderly embraced each other at thfe 
Jhomeiit of feparation. The former had been 
fliiccre in the teftimoriies bf his affefilion : for, zi 
Ibfeph II. had feveral times bbferved, he was, 
*' at bottom, a good kind of man." Gufta- 
Vus had only a£led an affumed charafter; but 
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he had played his part well s for he was. an ex- 
cellent aftor. 

While the pope received fuch pleafing treat- 
ment from a prince on whom he had no claims» 
he flood expofed' to the perfecutions, frequently 
indeed deferved, of thofe governments from, 
which he had a right to look for fome refpefl: 
at lead. The Venetians, in particular, were 
very troublefome neighbours to him as a temr 
poral fovereign, and, as father of the faithful, 
very indocile fons. 

. No nation of Italy, however, had greater rear 
fon to be fatisfied with the relations by which it 
was linked to the court of Rome, In the courfe 
of three centuries and half, five Venetians had 
occupied the chair of Saint Peter : the mod emi- 
nent dignities of the church had been profufely 
laviflied on natives of their republic; yet it had 
been involved in unceafing broils with the popes^ 
Benedift XiV., who was not a man of refentful 
temper, entertained againft the Venetians an inr 
curable averfion: even the benevolent Ganga- 
nelli was never able to fucceed in conciliating 
their friendfhip ; and Pius VI., who feem^d 
predeftined to experience every kind of trouble 
and oppofition, had, in the very firft year of his 
pontificate, reafon to complain of their condu6l 
toward him. A great number of abbeys and 
prebends were under the protection of their 
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nobles. Suddenly the fenate fecularifed^ thofe 
ccclefiaftical foundations, and decreed the incor- 
poration of. their poffelTions with thofe of the 
nobility. 

This was the firft fignal of a quarrel which an 
event of ftrange fatality could alone have termi- 
nated — that is to fay, the overthrow of both go- 
vernments. Pius, whofe authority at this timfe 
was yet unimpaired, aflamed a menacing tone, 
and faid to the Venetian ambaflador, " Unlefs 
" the fenate revoke their decree, I will not ac- 
^* knowledge the new patriarch of Venice. It 
** is time that your republic declare whether it 
" choofe to remain in Saint Peter's bark, or to 
" quit it." He could not then forefee, that, 
within the period of his own exiftence, Saint 
Peter's bark and the Venetian bucentoro* 
fhould both be daflied to pieces againft the fame 
rock. The embaffador oppofed threat to threat : 
'* Were it fo,*' faid he, '* I would foon quit 
** Rome, and your nuncio (hould be fent back 
" to you." — " It is of little confequence to 
*^ me," replied the pontiff, " to have at my 
** court the embaffador of a ftate which fhows 
" ib little refpeft for the Holy See, while I ele- 
** vate its fubje6Js to the higheft dignities* of the 
^' church." 

* The doge's ftate veffcl. 
14 



In the following year the anlttidfities wert Iti* 
cre^ifed to fuch a degree that Piuss, defirous of 
emulating the warlike exploits of one of his pre- 
deceffors, the • impetuous Rovere *, ferioufly 
talked of declaring w^r againft the republic of 
Venice. But the two cardinals of the name of 
ResSzonico, who were themfelves Venetians, iil- 
terpofed : the pope calmed his paffion, and fub* 
mitted the examination of his caufe to five of 
the moft enlightened cardinals. Df their nurii- 
ber Caftelli alone fpoke the accents of peace : 
the other four maintained that the patriafph 
ought not t6 be confirmed unlefs the feii^te fe- 
dreffed the grievances of the Holy S66. But the 
fenate, who had interefted in their favour the 
courts of Vienna and Naples, anfwered in the 
haughty hnguage of difdain, and fliowed thet&'p 
felves difpofed to break off the negotiatioii. 

The pontiff, whofe fits of courage were not of 
long duration, foon came to terms, and pro* 
claimed the patriarch in the Confiftory. In re-* 
turn for this conceffion, he thought himfelf en^ 
titled to require that all edicts militating againft 
the jurifdiftion of the Holy See fhould be re^ 
voked. But the fenate, far from being moved 
according to his hope, fupprefled at difcretion. 

* Julius II. who occupied the |)batifical throue from OQon 
hex 31, 1503, to February 21, 1513. 
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*r«ry Coirvent wliicli they thought }iTe\tts : flbt 
hiaid Pius any other confolation than that of 
learning that the Venetian cotnmonalty I6udiy 
murmured agiinft that affembljr, Which' fuflfered 
itfelf to be guideid by the imjietuous arddr of 
the younger fenators. But of what cotifequetice 
H^ras the commonalty at Venice ? The fenate, 
tegatdlefs of its rtiurmurs, cotitititied to purfue 
their reformatory plan, ahd, after the example of 
feveral other fovereigns, limited the age for tak- 
ing vows, diminifhed the number of convents, 
and fet bounds to their invafive covetoufnels. 
yk'e the cat in the fable, they enjoyed a doubly 
pleafurft from thefe innovdtions-r— they were pro^ 
mbting the interefts of their own ftate, and at the 
iarhe time mortifying the pope, who too late 
perceived, that, it) this iiniverfal confpiracy 
againft his authority, there was no enemy whom, 
he was authorifed to difregard as unWorthy of 
notice. 

Ah incident of a purely temporal nature, 
which occurred in 1780, furniflied a new caufe 
of difturbance in addition to the many which al- 
ready exiftcd. The Ferrarefe territory, it is well 
known, bordered on that of Venice. Near Ro- 
?igo, a river which formed the boufidafy, often 
overflowed, The Venetian fenate determined 
Oti the ereflion of a dike to check its ravages. 
This falutary meafurc excited the ill-huoiour of 
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the court of Rome ; and a body of troops was 
fent againft the workmen, of whom fix were . 
killed in making oppofition to the military forcc^ 
The fenate demanded a fignal fatisfaflion, 
threatening, in cafe of refufal, to obtain it by 
force. On this occafion Pius fufFered himfelf to 
be intimidated: he threw the blame of that 
tranfaftion from his own flioulders on thofe of 
his legate^ who in his turn exonerated himfelf 
by producing the order which he had received 
from cardinal Pallavicini. But the Venetiaix 
fenate, confident of being fupported by the 
courts of Vienna and Verfailles, had already fent 
troops to the fcene of a6tion ; and nought re- 
mained for the pope but to yield. His foldiers, 
who were accufed of having exceded their or- 
ders, received puniQiment, and the works of the 
dike were refumed. The limitary ftream was 
efFeftually coerced from ever again overflowing : 
but the refentment of the fenate, not fo eafily 
reftrained, continued to burft forth on ev^ry 
occafion. 

The republic of Venice had in Dalmatia a 
number of fubjefts profeffing the Greek faith, 
and ftill continuing in feparation from the 
church of Rome. It had ever afted toward 
them with toleration : to treat them with favour 
was a fure mode of mortifying the court of 
Romes and the Venetian fenate eagerly feifed 
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the opportunity.. In 1782 they invited to Venice 
BQ archbiQiop of the Greek fe£t, ai;d gave him. 
a church for the celebration of divine fervice ac-r 
cording to his own liturgy. The pope imme- 
diately exclaimed againft the fcandal, and 
hurled his fpiritual thunders againft the church 
that was thus profaned. , The Venetians laughed 
at the holy father's wrath, though they con- . 
defcended to enter into explanations for the pur- 
pofe of proving how unreafonable it was. The 
refult of the difcuflion proved that the exiftence 
of that Greek church was not an innovation, and 
that the only novelty in the whole affair was the 
folemnity with which the divine fervice had now 
been celebrated in it. The pontiff was obliged 
to fubmit : but his thoughtlefs impetuofity was 
^ot calculated to accelerate an accommodatiorv 
The fenatecaufed a confiderable diminution to 
"be made of the fums which the Venetians were 
^ccuftomed to pay to the court of Rome. The . 
pope fighed at the lofs, and it was natural that 
Jie (hould. The fenate fuppreffed fome rich 
inonafteries, and applied their revenues to the 
endowment of hofpitals that were deftitute of 
^efources. The. pope fighed again ; but did he 
^eferve that any one Ihould fympathife in his 
safflitlions ? 

At length the French revolution, which even 
in its firft ftage wore an afpe£t highly formidable 



fc finhrts ^hd ariftocritic goverhmettts tad «•• 
li^ious eftAblifliments, warned the catholifc (6^ 
tcreigns and ftates to confpite ih one comiladft 
caufe : yet Rome and Venice ftill tcJntinued at 
Variancfc* An arrangemeht fcottcliided iii if 4,^ 
fefemed to have put a final period to the difpiitlii 
ttfpetting theii* boundaries on the banks bf thfe 
Po. It fecured to each of the two ftates th6 
frfee Navigation of that rivef, obviated on each 
fide the ravages of its exundations, and pteventei 
the infalubrity of bbth its banks, ■ But the R6- 
ttifths ihfrihged thofe wife tegulatiohsi thfej^ 
fchbng^d thfe coul-fe of the ftteam afccorditig l6 
their own convenience, by oppofing to it ^ttificial 
bbftruftibns: on the left (hore bordering oii iKe 
Venetian coaft, they opened for it a nfew iriduth, 
through which the mafs of its waters flowed odT - 
and inundated the territory of the republic. 
The former mouth was flopped up : the naviga- 
tion was injured in confequence : the accuftoine4 
Approaches of the Po became dangerous and im-^ 
J)ra6licab]e : foreign navigators complained, arid 
Ihunned the fpot. The fenate of Venice had, 
in their turn, juft caufe of complailit, and de- 
manded reparation. 

The court of Rome had how recourfc to her 
ufual expedient, and, by a tedious and fophifti, 
Cal ftatement, laboured to prove the goodnefs of 
her caufe, and the innocency of her operations. 



'fhe Venetian (Ipnate haughtily afletted the 
rights of their fovereignty — appealed to treaties^ 
■— ftalked of compulfory meafures— exculpate4 
themfelves to fot-eign nations by afcribing to the 
airbitrary proceedings of the papacy the impede 
l^ate of the navigation. Difipuflions took place j 
conferences were held; men^ge$ were throwa, 
out. But more momentous interefts intervene^ 
to claim the attention of both government^ ^cu^ 
fufpend their conteft. The powers who bav^ 
fuc9eede;d them, have inherited tha,t quajrrejl: 
for concord did not prefide at. their iirft appear-; 
ance on the theatre of Italy. Will the poi^t pf 
yicnnja ^nd the Cis-Alpine republic agree better; 
refpefting the naouths of the Po than the Y'^txcr 
tjan fenatje aiid the Roman government? At 
leaft it. may faf^ly be aflerted that the two letter. 
ip niaking their exit from the ftage of politic^ 
exiftence, did not mutually regret each other, 

Xhis dou.ble caufe of diCa^grei^ment exif^d 
only for fpm,e of the catholic powers ; but thefft 
vas not perhaps one of them, grea^t or fmaUl, xc^ 
Jjiotj^ or proximate, which had not at th? fao^ie 
period it§ difputes with the Holy See refpeding 
ccclefiaftic concerns. Even Portugal^ whichj^ 
of all the European nations, feenied the pjoft ferr 
Xilely devoted to the papacy, occafionally adde^ 
to the load of embarraffments under which Pius 
hboured. His pontificate w^ during two oc 



ihree years contemporary with the miniftry of 
of the marquis de Pombal, that imperious ftiini- 
fter; who> full of the fpirit of the times, dared to 
attempt fevcral philofophic innovations amid ia 
people lefs illumined by the light of philofophy 
than any other nation in Europe. Scarcely had 
Pius taken his feat on Saint Peter's chair, when 
Pombal attempted to deprive him of the colla- 
tion of all the benefices in Portugal. A compro- 
mife was however entered into: the king re- 
ferved to himfelf the annual fum of a hundred 
and twenty thoufand crowns to be levied on the 
vacant church livings ; and fifty thoufand were 
granted to the pope for the maintenance of fix 
hundred Poi'tuguefe Jefuits who had been ba- 
niflied to his dominions. The death of Jofeph 
I., which was foon followed by the difgrace of 
the marquis de Pombal, delivered the court of 
Rome from a formidable antagonift. 
' Immediately the fcene was changed. The 
queen had fecretly fighed over the various 
wounds which the ex-minifter had inflifiled on 
the Holy See, and now hafted to cure them. 
She kept up a regular cerrefpondence with Pius; 
— re-eftablifhed his nuncio in the enjoyment of 
all the privileges of which he had been ftripped 
— reftored to liberty feveral fanatics who had 
• fuffered perfecution under the defpotifm of the 
preceding miniftry— reftored feveral devotional 



H7 

ihftitutions which it had aboliflied. The queen, 
good-natured, iincerely pious, but eafily influ- 
enced, obeyed the fuggeftions of the marquis de 
Pombars enemies. Superftition now began to 
re-appear with triumphant fway: the papacy, 
threatened with fo many lofles, received fome. 
confolations ; and Portugal was about to re- 
plunge into the darknefs from which it had be- 
gun to emerge. 

In 1778 Pius obtained from the court of Lif- 
bon a new concordatuniy by which the collation 
of all the prebends was equally divided in thirds 
to the queen, the bifliops, and himfelf. Soon 
after, the patriarchal fee of Lifbon, which Pom- 
bal had deprived of almoft all its honours, reco- 
vered its former fplendor, its revenues, its nume- 
rous and opulent chapter. The partifans of the 
Jefuits were countenanced ; and even an idea 
was for fome time entertained that the Jefuits 
themfelves were to be again taken into favoui*. 
Pius's enemies had' induftrioufly ^xS^mmzitA 
that report : the minifters of the courts of the 
lioufe of Bourbon were alarmed by it ; and the 
chevalier de Menefes, the Portuguefe minifter, 
'was direfted formally to contradi6t it. The only 
meafure which the court of Lifbon thought pro- 
per at the moment to take in favour of the Je- 
:fuits and the See of Rome, was to grant mode- 
rate penfions to the former, and thus relieve the 
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ApMpKc Chapaber from the burdett of theif 
jopiaintenance^ of which it had till that tim^ l]forng 
almoft the entire weight. 

Thus paffed dyi or feven years of the moft per* 
fe£l gopd-underftanding between the courts of 
Lifbpn and of Rome* While all the other fove* 
reigns, whether religious or not, were making 
ecclefiaftic refurrns, abridging the power of th^ 
clergy, and curtailing the revenues of the Holy- 
See, the queen of Portugal alone continued to 
found convents, re-eftabliflxed the inquifitipn, 
^nd, obedieot to th^ fuggeftioi^s of her huj(band • 
lyho was ^ zealous partifan of the defun£l fo^p 
c^ety, fuffered an occafional ray of hope tp cheer 
its profcribed and fcatter^d members, AV thf 
other catholic powers, if they did not threaten ^ 
|:u^tvire with the Holy Spe, at leaft made no 
(<:ruple of fetting bounds to the fums whick 
Xjift^ir fubjefls, whiether of the clergy or the laity, 
paid to it as the p.urchafe of bulls for bwefices, 
9f difp^nfa.yons, &c. The Portuguefe alone, 
^fter the example pf their fovereign, multiplie4 
their demands for fpiritual favours, of which 
tjiey paid the price not only without murmiit 
Xfut with pious alacrity. In every other catholic 
country, the prelates, whether opulent or other- 
^Kif?, teifed the datario with applications for a x^ 

^ Don Carlos* 
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€uftion of the tex on their bulls : but the datarh 
experienced no fuch importunity from the bene- 
ficed clergy of Portugal, who, on the contrary, 
(howed themfelves the moft devoted and moft 
generous of the fons of the church. To folicit 
for any abatement of thofe dues, which they 
confidered as fo legitimate and facred, would 
have appeared to them a facrilege. 

Some flight ftorms, however, difturbed the 
tranquillity of that fo peaceful horizon. In fpite 
of prieftly oppofition, fome rays of philofophy 
burft through the gloom which fat brooding 
over Portugal. The prince of Brafil, lefs prieft- 
riddeh than his mother, had fufFered himfelf to 
h^ perverted by the perufal of fome foreign books. 
In 1787 he had the holdnefs to order Portuguefe 
tranflations of the books of the normal fchools of 
Vienna, and to introduce them into fchools 
which he had himfelf eftablilhed. Soon after, 
he caufed certain pofitions, which were difagree- 
able to the Holy See, and which he had found 
in a journal printed at Berlin, to be fuftained at 
the univerfity of Coimbra — fuch as the follow- 
ing — ^^ The fovereign may refume grants made 
*^ to the church"' — '* He may, without impiety, 
** tolerate every religion that is not incompa- 
^« tible with the fafety of the Hate''—" He may 
*^ expel the pope's nuncios from his dominions, 
^* forbid his fubjctSts to make application to the 

vol.. H. II 
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1' pontiffi and authorife bifhops to grant difp«-» 
1* {ations''««^*- He deferyes praife if he endea- 
" vour to emancipate his authority from the 
'' yoke of the Holy See, &c. &c." Thefe dogr 
mata were novel in Portugal: at Ufbon they 
were heard with, aftonifhment ; at Rome, with 
mingled horror and indignation. 

The young prince feemed determined not to 
confine himfelf to the bare theory of thofe bold 
principles of which he encouraged the propaga- 
tion. He had fucceeded in opening his mo* 
therms eyes to a perception of the diforders pre- 
valent in the monafteries of both fexes, and the 
ihameful excefs of opulence which they enjoyed. 
.The queen, notwithftanding all her devotional 
faw that a diminution of the number of n;ionks 
would tend to promote the profperity of her do- 
minions ; and accordingly, in 1788, (he ordained 
that none of her fubjefts fliould thenceforward 
become a member of any religious order withr 
out the royal fanBion. Some other meafures of 
her government excited in the pope's bread an 
apprehenfion :that flie would become lefs obedi-r 
ent to his will. . 

Abput this period the prince of Brafil died. 
Entitled to regret on many accounts, he was la- 
mented by the whole nation, the clergy ex- 
cepted. 
The impulfe which he had given to the go- 
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remroent of his country continued to operate for 
jfome time after his death. In 1790,' her Mott 
Faithful Majefty felt a touch of compaffion for 
thofe clafles of the people upon whom alone the 
weighty preffure of <;axation fell : fhe ordained 
that all her fubjedts, not excepting the nobility 
or clergy, (hould equally bear the burden : and 
die pope, who fu^ered fo many lolTcs for which 
his confent was not afked, thought it prudent to 
fan6lion by a brief this derogation from the im- 
munities of the church. Encouraged by the 
jTucc^s of this firft meafure, the queen proceeded 
to greater lengths. The archbilhop of Braga 
poflfcfled the pr^fcriptive nomination to all* the 
offices of magiftracy belonging to his fee: the 
jqueen infifted that he ihould renounce that right : 
the prelate appealed to the court of Rome :' but 
iht queen, whhout awaiting its decifion, iffued 
ian €di^ fuppreffing not only the fignorial rights 
of the archbilhop, but Jikewife all the temporal 
jurifidiflipns of the clergy. 

Thus, while the national aflembly of France 
were infli£ting the deepe'ft wounds on the Ro- 
man church, her Moft Faithful Majefty fufFered 
^erfelf to be hurried away by the torrent of ex- 
ample, and contributed her Ihare toward iembit- 
tering the cup of mortification- for the pope. 
]^ut (he foon perceived the dangers to which the 
K 2 
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progrcfs of French principles at once expofed 
both the altar and the throne : flie fufpended her 
reforms : (he participated the wifhes, and at 
length the exertions, of the other European 
powers who had confpired againft the moft for- 
midable enemy of the Holy See. 

The duke of Modena, too, proved himfelf at 
the fame time a troublefome neighbour to the 
Holy See, as well as an unruly fon. From his 
progenitors he had inherited pretenfions to the 
duchy of Ferrara, which had been wrefted from 
his family in 1598. He had madie repeated ef- 
forts to enforce his claims, and even proceeded, 
in 1784, to fome military preparations which 
alarmed Pius's fears: but the great catholic 
courts extended their proteftion over the pon- 
tiff's temporal power, as their quarrel lay only 
againft the ufurpations of his fpiritual authority. 
The duke of Modena did not follow up his pro- 
je£ts : but in the following year he executed one 
which his philofophy had long before planned : 
he for ever aboliflied the inquifition within his 
little ftite, which had more than once been diC- 
turbed by the agents of that execrable tribunal ; 
and to the bifhops alone he intrufted the care of 
watching over the purity of the faith. 

Finally, even in Switzerland, of which the 
catholic portion had ever been reckoned among 
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tlve moft zealous fupporters of the papal defpo* 
tifm, meafures were adopted to prevent the ufur- 
pations of the nuncio at Lucern. 

^ Amid this univerfal confpiracy of the catholic 
fpvereigns againft the Holy See, the duke of 
Parma was almoft the only one who continued 
unconditionally enflaved to it. Educated by phi- 
lofophers, he had flood conftantly on his guard 
againft their irreligious miaxims: and on him 
was now devolved the talk of atoning for the 
uneafinefs which his ftate had given to the 
court of Rome under the pontificate of Clc-* 
ment XIII. His excelfive devotion confoled and 
encouraged the fucceeding pontiffs. While aU 
the other governments were employed in abo- 
li(hing the inquifition, or at leaft reftrifting it 
within certain bounds, the duke of Parma, 
moved by divine infpiration, determined to re- 
eflablifh it. This meafure, he afTerted in his 
edift, was diftated by " his paternal affeftion 
" for his people, with the view of fcreefting 
** them from the poifon of herefy and incredu- 
lity." He even promifed to afTift that tribunal 
with an armed force, if necefTary. He next un- 
dertook its apology, which he addreflfed to the 
tribunal itfelf ; and vindicated it from the injuf- 
tice with which it was condemned by its ene» 
mies : " although/' faid he, " the holy ofBce ever 
" adts with ^moderation, and with ajl that mild» 
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^' nefs which charafterifes. the church, the wkt'-^ 
" ednefs of tlie age paints it never thelefs in th6 
" moft odious colours/* The inquifition requited^ . 
his encouragements by the moft fevere vigilance i 
ahd%the ftate o( Parma, above every other iiv 
Europe, might claim the hotiour of being the 
moft fanatical and fuperftitious. Its prince fur- 
rouhded binifelf, in his feat at Colomc^ with fa- 
cred piflfures and reliques which he had pro- 
ciii'ed from Rome ; and, by fo many merits, he 
Was well entitled to rank as the moft faithful 
Ion of the church • Hence he obtained froni 
the Holy See a teftimony of good-will, which he 
alone was capable of duJy appreciating : he had 
long (blicited permiflion for the priefis in his^ 
ftate to celebrate three maffes on Eafter-day ^ 
and that ^gna/ favour was granted as a reward of 
the pious zeal which had impelled him to re- 
eft^l)li(h the inquifition. 

Such had,' during fixtecn years, been the rela- 
tions, more or lefs hoffile, of moft of the Euro- 
pean powers with the court of Rome. Duringr 
that fong interval, France-^who .had even 
<luring the dark ages marched at the head of 
all the governpients that oppofed the ufurpations 
of the piap^cy— ieemed to have concluded witlv 
it 'a truce for niany years to come. But fud- 
denly (he ftarted' from her trance : and, being 
herfelf whirled along by a tide of the moft «n- 
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^eriou^ circumftances, (he aflailed and over- 
turned that ancient throne of which philbfophy 
had on every fide fapped the foundations. 

But, before wq enter on a defcription of that 
grand cataftrophe, we think it neceffary more 
particularly to explain what was, a fhort time 
before, the ftate of that Roman government, 
whofe long duration ought more powerfully to 
'cxcite our aiionifhment than its overthrow. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

State of the Roman Government y previous to tkip 
Period of its Overthrow^ 

JIM one of the preceding chapters we have no- 
ticed the chief part of the defedts of the Roman 
government. They alone might, in any other 
country, have been fufficient to occafion its 
overthrow : but, among a people void of energy 
— engaged by fuperftitious exhibitions — vifited 
by fo many foreigners, of whom fome. diverted 
the Roman's attention from the confideration of 
his grievances, while others relieved his diftrefs 
— under a mild climate where the wants of na- 
ture are few and eafily fupplied — placed in a 
political fituation where each day produced 
frefli aliment for his curiofity, each year fome 
new gratifications or at leaft fome hopes to feed 
his ambition of vvrhatever kind — under a govern- 
ment deftitute indeed of force, but adminiftered 
without tyranny — under a government, in (hort, 
over which, according to the notions of the vul- 
gar, God himfelf and his apoftles feemed imme- 
diately to prefHc — abufes which would have been 
the leaft tolerrble in^ other countries and other 
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circumftances, might have long fupported them- 
felves in peaceful impunity. 

Toward the laft years, however, which imme- 
diately preceded the French revolution, thofe 
abufes had rifen to fuch a height, that even 
thofe obfervers who were the lead difpofed to 
gloomy anticipation prefaged ferious calamities 
to the Holy See : fuch in particular was the mo- 
derate, the conciliating, and one might fay the 
optimift, cardinal de Bernis. 

The* Roman government was guilty of cul- 
pable negleft efpecially in two particulars on 
which chiefly depends the profperity of a ftate 
— ^morality and finance. 

All clafTes in the ftate were tainted with im- 
morality — ^not indeed that immorality of prin- 
ciple, that unblulhing impudence of depravity, 
which publicly proclaims its infamy, and mocks 
at all fcruple : on the contrary, vice, inftead of 
wearing at Rome a difgufting appearance, cloked 
itfelf with all thofe difguifes which could either 
palliate it or at leaft render it fupportable. It 
fometimes adopted the language of virtue, and 
conftantly wore the malk of devotion. There, 
as in almoft every country where great impor- 
tance is attached to religious ceremonies and 
where confequently they are brilliant and nur 
merous, people thought they had performed 
their duty as good men and ChfJftians, when 



ttiey had acquitted therafelves of their extettiat 
obligations. ITie Romans, even thofe of th^ 
moft enlightened clafs, combined the irregula^ 
rities of vice with the praftices of fuperftitioni 
In a word, Rome was the true country of mo* 
dern Pharifees. 

At their head marched the members of the 
Sacred College*. Thefe, almoft to a man, effen- 
tially vicious frem principle as well as inclina- 
tion, faw in the catholic religion three objeSs 
very diftlnft from each other — its m^rdlityy of 
which the maxims were conftantly in their 
mouths, which they never obferved except oh 
occafions of publicity and when it required of 
them no great facrificcs, and which they boldly 
violated whenever they were fure of fecrecy and 
impunity j — its dogmata, which they profefled ih 
public with fanatic emphafis, but which thejr 
laughed at in private; — ^its difciplincy for the 
maintenance of which they would have fet the 
iiniverfe in flames, provided they could them- 
felves qfcape the ravages of the conflagration. 
To render their conduft a complete praftical 
fyftem of depravity, nought was wanting excepit 
fcandalous notoriety : but, inftead of that, hypO- 
crify clofed the black lift. There now were no 
longer to be found-any real TartuflFes * except in 

* Tartuffe is the name of an arch-hypocrite in one of M9* 
litre's plays. 
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hne fpot of Europie : that fpot was Rome ; and 
thofe Tartuffes were the cardinals, and the can-» 
didates for the cardinalitian dignity. Of the 
three vows by which they were bound, they were 
faithful to the obfervance of only one — the Vow 
of obedience ; but it was that fervile obedience 
which invites the hand of defpotifm, and affords 
a fufficient apology for its oppreflions. Under a 
vain grimace of affefted humility they concealed 
all the refinements and lofty pretenfions of pride, 
With refped to the moft difficult of all the 
Chriftian virtues, it is well known how they 
pra£tifed it : that fex which is called mdifcreet 
was not the only one at whofe mercy their fe- 
crets lay : and, in this particular at leaft, they 
bore a ftrong refemblance to thofe Caefars whom 
they had fucceeded. 

This mixture of prefumptuous ambition and 
feigned humility, of external decorum and inter- 
nal corruption, of apparent fuperftition and fc* 
tret incredulity, had damped on all their Emi^ 
benceis; a peculiar charafter by which it was im- 
poffible not to recognife them. Their words, 
their looks, their features, every thing about 
then^ was falfe. Habituated from their early 
age to diffimulation and diftruft, they fufpe£ted 
each other j gueffed at each other's thoughts, but 
never betrayed their own. Refembling in many 



140 

particulars the Iiarufpices * their predeceflbrs, they 
differed from them in one, which was that they 
did not laugh on meeting each other. Hence 
the difficulty of defining a prince of the Roman 
church: hence the diverfity of features under 
which they have been generally pourtrayed, and 
the diverfity of chara£ters under which they have 
been alternately feen to adl. 

Such models might well be expefted to find 
imitators. Being the channels through which 
moil favours flowed, the organs through which 
mofl: applications were made, and all pofleffing a 
certain fliare of influence, it was natural that 
they fhould be furrounded by clients interefted 
in pleafing them : and to pleafe it was neceffary 
to referable them. Accordingly, byprogreffive 
degrees, all the Romans formed themfelves after 
the example of the cardinals, with fuch diffe- 
rences only as a more or lefs refined education 
might be expefted to place between them. In 
other countries the court take the ton from the 
fovereign : here the college of cardinals was the^ 
fovereign; and all Rome copied the pattern 

* Soothfayers who pretended to foretell future events 6*0111 
an infpedion of the entrails of viftiras. — Cato the Cenfor, whou 
himfelf belonged to the board of augurs, faid he was furprifed 
that a hanifpex could refrain from laughing whenever he faw 
©ne of his brethren. Cicero, de Divin. ii. 24. 
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which they fet. Among thofe copies, it is true, 
there were fome hideous caricatures : the like- 
nefs extended in, gradation even to the popu- 
lace, who, lefs adroit in the art of diffimulation, 
knew not how to indulge in depravity without 
giving fcandal, and united fuperftitious credu- 
lity and unafFe£led fanaticifm with the coarfeft 
irregularities of vice, ran from the temple to the 
tavern, and pafled from the adoration of a Ma- 
donna to debauchery and aflfaffination. 

All clafles, all profeflions, ,were infefted by 
the contagion of thofe corruptive principles : 
the only exceptions to the general rule were a 
few individuals of the great Roman families 
who were peculiarly favoured by nature, fome 
men of letters, and fome artifts — 

^ari nantes in gurgite vaflo. 

It was novv no longer by heretic's alone that 
Rome was termed the modern Babylon : every 
thing there was venal : in civil affairs jufticc 
was adminiftered with partiality; in thofe of a 
criminal nature, with an indolence which was 
miftaken for humanity. Crimes were neithex' 
watched, nor prevented, nor puniQied. The po- 
Jice was rcftlefs without vigilance : its vile agents, 
the Jbirri^ were a horde of fpies and robbery, 
more likely to increafe than prevent diforder 
in a moment of critical emergency. All the 
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of tone and vigour which is the fure precurfoj? 
of approaching diffolution. The government 
often ihowed obftinacy, but never true firm? 
nefs; duplicity on all ocpafions— on none, ge? 
nuine policy. Feeblenefs was confpicuous in 
all its meafures; and the national want of 
fpirit was difcoverable even in the comipif- 
fion of crimes. Compofed of fuch eleatents, 
the Roman ftate muft unavoidably have been^ 
as experience has proved that it was, eafy to be 
overturned, difficult to be again reared from its 
fall. 

Notwithllanding fo many defefts, this go-r 
vernment would have been or at lead would 
have appeared fupportable, if the finances an(i 
every thing conneSed with them had been bet- 
ter adminiftered — ^if provifions had been more 
plenty and lefs dear. But even the firft princi- 
ples of political OBconomy were unknown at 
Rome. Still, however, fome improvement mig;ht 
have taken place if the modern Romans had 

^ifnitated the conduft of their anceftorsj who co- 
pied the wife inftitutions of their Tiifcan neigh- 
bours. But they did not follow that example : 
they faw near their frontiers the ftate of Tuf- 
cany profpering under £^ fyftem diametrically op- 

.pofite to that which long cuftom bad confe- 
crated among them ; and they conduced them- 



tcl^es as if they thought that the promifed im« 
mutability of the church were connefted with 
that of their adminiftration. 

On a former occafion we haye fpoken oJF tho 
Apoftolic Chamber, and of its defefltive organifa- 
tion. On it in great meafure depended the 
^nances ; and their ruined ftate bore teftimony 
to its want of Ikill. The evil, it is true, might 
be traced back to the pontificate of Sixtus V. 
whofe ambitious enterprifes had begun to in- 
' volve the chamber in debt. He had borrowed 
nearly ten millions of Roman crpwns, of which 
he expended one half on aquedufts, obelilks, 
cmbellifhments. The other moiety he had de- 
pofited in the caftle of Saint-Angelo, as a re- 
serve appropriated to the purchafe of corn in 
times of Scarcity . He had at the fame time 
^endeavoured to eftablifh a finking-fund : but bis 
plan was not followed ; and the public debt had 
increafed under .his fucceflbrs. Some of them, 
however, had proved that the djforder might be 
remedied by a prudent ceconomy. Clement 
XIV., for inftance, had, in .five years, faved 
.above a million and half of^ French livres. But 
Pius, inftead of treading in Clement's fteps, dif- 
played fuch (lately pomp, ai}d engaged in fuch 
expenfive fchemes, that the grievances of the 
people were accumulated and their menacing 
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murmurs were heard even in the firft years of 
his pontificate. 

The Ecclefiaftical State poffefled none of thofe 
refources which can furnifh prompt and effica- 
cious remedies. Its commerce was almoft en- 
tirely paffive, except fome exportations of wine 
and oil — that of corn when the harveft was 
good in the provinces waflied by the Adriatic 
fea-^-that of wool and filk, which were almoft 
entirely fent out of the country inftead of being 
manufaftured at home. Its induftry, as we have 
already feen, was next to a nullity. The ba- 
lance of trade was wholly to the difadvantage of 
the Romans, who muft in a fhort time have 
been entirely exhaufted of their fpecie, if the 
datario and th^ chancellery had not drawn back 
a part of it from the different catholic countries 
of Europe. But what thefe two offices received 
was not fufficient to fave the treafury from 
debt ; fince from them was derived a part of the 
cardinals' incomes, together with the falaries of 
that hoft of perfons employed in expediting 
briefs and bulls. It was difficult to afcertain 
the total of thofe tributes, equally difgraceful to 
thofe who received as to thofe who paid them : 
but there is reafon to think that in 1788 the 
aggregate revenues of the datario and the chan- 
cellery ftill amounted to- two millions four hua- 
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fifed and thirty-five thoufand Roman crowns. 
Such nearly was the fum of fpecie which flowed 
into Rome to fupply the place of that which 
was drained away by the numerous importa- 
tions from foreign countries. Exclufive of this, 
the Apoftolic Chamber deceived between fourteen 
and fixteen millions of livres arifing from certain 
lands belonging to it, from the farming of cer- 
tain taxes paid by the communes of the Eccle- 
fiaftical State, from the taxes on butchers* meat 
^nd on corn entering the city of Rome, from the 
produce of a lottery, and from the duties on the 
importation of foreign commodities. But from 
thefe revenues were to be dedufted nearly five 
millions and half which were paid in intereft by 
two public banks founded by the government : 
and the expenfes were fb little proportioned to 
the receipts, that in 1787 the former exceeded the 
latter by near a million and half of French 
livres. 

In any other date, fuch a deficiency would 
have been eafily fupplied : but the Roman go- 
vernment was as barren in contrivances as in re- 
fources. Its condu6i was like that of old bache- 
lors, who pay little regard to the interefts of 
their heirs. In the papal territory were fome 
very rich land-owners whom it was neceffary to 
treat with delicacy, but very few capitalifts. 

VOf . !!• L 
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The great mafs of the people poffeffed onljf- 
precarious means of fubfiftence, and were fup- 
ported either by their own labour, by the libe- 
ralities of travellers, or by alms from the mo* 
nafteries. Could fuch a government have even 
the appearance of credit? The only mode> 
therefore, by which it could provide for the ex* 
cefs of the expenditure, was the creation of pa- 
per-money — a ruinous mode, when the govern* 
ment which adopts it has no fecurities to ofFer, 
nor any fund for redemption — a mode, which* 
in the end cannot fail to inflame the difcontents 
of the people to the utmoft^ Accordingly the 
improper ufe made of it by Pius was the chief 
motive by which the Romans were difpofed> if 
not to take an a6tive part in deftroying their 
exifting government, at leaft to ftand uncoh- 
cerned fpeftators of its overthrow. 

That paper-money however bore no mtereft* 
It confifted of bank-notes, which were called 
cedole^ and which fervcd for all payments above 
the fum of ten crowns. Even in the firft years 
of Pius's pontificate, they were at a difcoiint of 
five per cent. Workmen's wages had rifen, 
provifions likewife were become dearer, in pro-^ 
portion to that lofs; and the evil became ftill 
worfe in procefs of time. It was in great mea- 
fure \\\^ work; and that was the principal 
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Jocund of the people*s hatred to him ; for that 
is the fpecies of oppreffion which they bear 
with the lead patience. 

There was nothing in the other branches of 
the adrfiiniftr'ation which could reconcile the 
Romans to Pius. We have feen him conftantly 
furrounded by obfcure and fanatical advifers, 
and almoft invariably fhunning the counfels of 
his rigid friends. He did not repofe his confi- 
dence in any of thofe who, by their fituations or 
their talents, were entitled to it : and, without 
pronouncing too harfli a judgement on him, it 
may with truth be faid that he neither knew 
how to govern nor fufFer himfelf to be governed. 
To be convinced of the truth of this affertion, 
it is fufficient to take a view of his conduft to- 
ward the different cardinals who fucceflively 
held the principal poft of miniftry under him — 
that of fecretary of ft ate. 

Having been raifed to the pontificate chiefly 
by the influence of the courts of Verfailles and 
Madrid, he accepted from their hands, much 
rather than felefted by his own choice, the car- 
dinal Pallavicini, who had, to the laft day, been 
his moft formidable competitor. He kept on 
.good terms with him becaufe he was conne£ted 
•with the court of Spain by means of the duke 
.de Grimaldi his coufin-german : but he never 
•entertained for him either friendlhip or confi* 

L 2 
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dence. Pallavicmi felt a fecret propenfity in 
favour of the Jefuits ; and that was perhaps his 
only point of co-incidence with the pope. They 
were both obliged to conceal that propenfity, 
and even to adopt meafures which were often- 
fibly in oppofition to it : but even here they 
were not always in accord. The cardinal, more 
calm and cautious, fought to avoid even the ap- 
pearance of an offence to the catholic courts ; 
while the pontiff, impetuous and obftinate, was 
more ready to commit errors than to repair 
them. 

Thus they lived nearly ten years in a rela- 
tion which was reciprocally difagreeable. More 
than once, Pallavicini, convinced of the infuf- 
ficiency of his efforts to pleafe the capricious 
pontiff, wifhed to retire from his ftation. But 
France and Spain were as well fatisfied with 
him as his limited influence would allow : they 
were certain at leaft that he was incapable ei- 
ther of doing or advifing mifchief : their mini- 
llers therefore preffed him to continue in office ; 
and he yielded to their perfuafions. After hav- 
ing drunk deep of the cup of mortification and 
difguft, he . languifhed for fome time, and at 
length died on the 24th of February 1785. 
Bernis and Azara perfonally regretted him, be- 
caufe he was good-natured, compliant, and 
well-intentioned : yet they could not forbear fay- 
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ing to each other, " He has been ufelefs to us, 
" and we have caufed his misfortune." 

It was chiefly on this account that they for- 
bore to interfere in the choice of a perfon to 
fucceed him. The public voice defignated five 
candidates — the young cardinal Doria, who had 
been nuncio in France, and had there rendered 
himfelf an obje6l of affeftion ;— ^cardinal Ga- 
rarapi, who pofleflTed gentlenefs of difpofition 
and manner, an enlightened underftanding, and 
erudition, but whofe health was feeble, whofe at- 
tachment to the Jefuits was much too notorious, 
and who, for that and fome other reafons, yvould 
not have been agreea*ble to the court of Spain ; 
-—cardinal Zelada, of whom we have often al- 
ready fpoken, and whom we fliall more than 
once again have occafion to mention ; — cardi<- 
nal Archetti,. who had conduced himfelf with 
fuflicient prudence during his nunciature in. Po- 
land, but whofe talents did not rife above me- 
diocrity, and who had a propenfity to thofe petty 
Italian /;/^^j which often prove more dangerous 
than ufcful, efpecially in fuch circpinftances as 
thofe in which the papacy at that time ftood^ 
His chief merit was his connexion with cardinal 
Antonelli, one of the moft enlightened members 
of the Sacred College, who had removed froii> 
the minds of the French and Spanifh courts thp 
prejudices which they li^ad conceived againft 
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him during the embafly of Monfieur AubeterrCai 
but in whom, neverthel^fs, they did not yet i^- 
pofe entire confidence. — The fifth candidate 
was the prelate Sylva, a man not deftitute of tal- 
lents, but who was not yet fufficiently known. 

Of thefe five candidates, two alone, Doria and 
Archetti, fixed the attention of the pontiff, who 
for fome time hefitated between them and the? 
cardinal Buoncompagni. Refpefting this deli- 
cate choice, he confulted Bernis, without whofc 
approbation he was fenfible that he ought not 
to determine; France being at that time the 
power with which it was moft incumbent upoii 
the Holy See to keep on good terms, and the 
prudence of cardinal de Bernis, the French mi- 
nifter, infpiring the pontiff with fincere efteem 
for him. Pius compared and difcufled with hint 
the advantages and di fad vantages that would 
attend the eleftion of each of the three cardinals 
whom he had in view. " I know," faid he to 
Bernis, " that the firfl would be agreeable to 
*' your court ': but he is yet very young. He 
. " may have a knowledge of foreign affairs : but 
** is he equally acquainted with thofe of the 
** home department ? Befides, I do not know 
*^ whether his temper and mine would agree : 
/^ and at my age 1 can no longer offer myfelf 
" violence each moment by aQs of virtue." He 
then avowed that the cardinal Archetti ap- 
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peared to him the fitteft man for the miniftry, as 
well on account of his charafter as of hiS capa- 
city ; that, of all thofe who might be propofed, 
he would be the moft agreeable to him ; ** but," 
added his holinefs, " he is not rich enough. He 
^* is, befides, a Venetian ; and the conduct of 
** his republic toward me has not been fuch as 
** ftiould induce me to afford it that gratifica- 
*' tion." Hence it appears that Pius was capable 
of harbouring refentment, but that fometimes at 
leaft he was lincere. 

At length he came to the third of thofe whom 
he had in contemplation — the cardinal' Buon- 
compagni, whom he knew to be efteemed by 
the two minifters whofe good-wiil he wiflied to 
preferve, and of whom Jofeph II. had conceived 
fo favourable an idea during his laft vifit to 
Italy. Buoncompagni had long been legate at 
Bologna, where he difplayed confiderable talents 
and great firmnefs. In that million, however, 
he had made fome mal-coiTtents. The Bo- 
lognefe had a peculiar government of their own, 
which was a mixture of ariftocracy and demo- 
cracy; and they enjoyed feveral privileges, of 
which they were jealoufly tenacious. The legate 
had oppofed the kind of independence in which 
they wiflied to maintain themfelves with refpedt 
.to the Holy See : he had laboured to humble 
their grandees, under pretence of refloring to the 
L4 
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people their legitimate authority : but the peo»* 
pie had of themfelves perceived, or by the fug^ 
geftioDs of others were taught to fufpeft, that 
this tender concern for their interefts arofc 
purely from his wifli to fubftitute, in the Bolo- 
gnefe territory, the defpotifra of priefts to that 
of the noblos, ' - 

Thefe were grievances of which the remem^ 
brance was not obliterated by the real fervices 
which he h^d rendered to the country in drain-r 
ing part of its marflies and rendering them fufr 
ccptible of cultivation. Even thofe very fer- 
vices were fubjefts of blame in the eyes of hi? 
cenfors, becaufe the legate had not been able to ^ 
undertake thofe ufeful works without inqreafing 
the debts of the province by fome millions of 
crowns. It was even afferted that he had' enr 
riched bimfelf during his legation; and the Bo- 
lognefe confidered as the fruit of his extortions 
that wealth which he difplayed among theni in 
the indulgence of a fcandalous luxury. Whe- 
ther thofe reproaches were well or ill founded, 
it certainly cannot be denied that . Buoncom- 
pagni had hitherto feryed the court of Rome 
with great zeal and fuccefs, and given proofs of 
a^i extraordinary capacity: and thefe conftitute 
the ftrongeft claims to the gratitude and efteem 
of a defpotic fovereign. 

But to Piusperfonally he appeared liable tp 



153 

very ferious objeftions ; and the pope did not 
conceal them from the cardinal de Bernis, but 
told him that he was fomewhat afraid of Buon^ 
compagni's haughty unbending difpofition, and 
that it muft be a painful talk to be obliged to 
conduct bufinefs with a minifter of that charac- 
ter. He neverthelefs intimated his readinefs to 
facrifice his perfonal feelings for the fake of 
making a choice which (hould be agreeable to 
the catholic fovereigns and ufeful to the Ecclefi- 
aftical State. 

Although Bernis did not diflemble his attach- 
ment to cardinal Buoncompagni, to whom, 
fince his return from Bologna, he had given 
ftrong teftimonies of regard, he did not choofe 
to force the will of the pontiff; and his court, as 
well as that of Spain, determined that Pius 
(hould be left at perfe£l liberty to make his own 
choice. The minifters of thofe two courts 
would have been pleafed, in cafe of Buoncom* 
pagni's exclulion, to fee one of the four follow- 
. ing cardinals elevated to the prime-miniftry— 
Zelada, refpefting whom their fentiments had 
never varied — Negroni, whom they had ten years 
before wiflied to raife to the papacy — Conti, who 
had ever been agreeable to the crowned heads 
on account both of his charafcter and his prin- 
ciples — and Palotta, who, notwithftanding his 
blunt and almoft rude manner, was univerfally 
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confidered as the moft honeft man in Rome, and 
one of the moft enlightened. But they knew 
that none of the four was likely to prove ac- 
ceptable to the pontiff, with whom they did 
not co-incide in principle. 

Pius, uninfluenced by any external impulfe, 
continued near four months in fufpenfe refpeft- 
ing the choice of his fecretary of ftate. Buon- 
compagni was of too haughty a temper to feek 
to fix the wavering mind of the pontifi^, who, 
on the other hand, was not forry to prolong the 
uncertainty. Meanwhile the management of 
bufinefs was intrufted to the miniftry/ of fubor* 
dinate agents who cautioufly avoided to thwart 
his will. At length, after much deliberation^ 
the efteem which he could not with-hold from 
cardinal Buoncompagni, the defire of making 
a choice which Ihould prove agreeable to France 
and Spain and efpecially to cardinal Bernis, and 
the need in which he flood of a firm and en- 
lightened man to reprefs the mal-contents of 
Rome, prevailed over his repugnance ; and, be- 
fore the expiration of June, he notified to the 
minifters of the courts of Verfailles, Madrid, and 
Vienna, that he had chofen the cardinal Buoa- 
compagni for his fecretary of ftate. 

This new minifter had, on his firft entrance 
into office, fome very critical affairs to conduits 
that of the nuncios in Germany— -ihe difputes 
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between the Holy See and the court of Naples^ 
which were then rifen to their higheft degree of 
warmth — the arreft of the cardinal dp Rohan^ 
pf which we (hall fpeak in another place— foon 
made him regret his legation at Bologna, where 
he had found a greater facility of acquiring fame 
and of doing good. Befides, it was not long 
before he faw a hoft of enemies ^rifing againft 
him. Of thefe, one who took the leaft pains to 
difguife his enmity was the pontiff's own ne- 
phew, who had for a confiderable time been in 
cxpeftation of the cardinal's hat, and had ob-» 
tained it (hortly after Buoncorapagni's inftalla- 
tion. On this occafion he received marks of 
afFeftionate regard from all the diilinguiflied 
charaflers in Rome; and thofe teftimonies of 
aflFeftion were at that time fincere ; for he was 
univerfally beloved. About the fame period 
his uncle appointed him fecretary of the briefs, 
an office for life, which conferred on him great 
privileges. 

Buoncompagni took the alarm on beholding 
fo many favours conferred upon a man by whom 
he knew himfelf not to be viewed with the eyes 
of friendfhip. He faw moreover that the ne- 
phew was eager to trench upon his rights, and 
to form a counterpoife to his influence : where- 
upon he teftified his uneafmefs to the pontiflT, 
who alTured him that he had his entire confi- 
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dencc—- he meant, no doubt, all the confidence 
which he was capable of repofing in any man. 
Pius at firft treated Buoncompagni with greater 
cordiality than had been expefted; and the lat- 
ter exerted fufficient command over his temper 
to prevent its being produftive of any of thofe 
fcenes which the pope himfelf had apprehended^ 
This tranfient good underftanding was chiefly 
attributable to the cares of the cardinal de Ber- 
nis, who himfelf thought it would be durable, 
and congratulated himfelf on it as his own 
work. He was pleafed to fee Pius confult his 
fecretary of ftate, and-^what was more wonder- 
ful-— follow his advice. He imagined that a re^ 
formation had taken place in the pontiff's mind; 
and in the year 1787 he wrote to his court, 
" Pius begins to feel that ftatefmen are more ncr 
" ceffary to him than theologifts," 

The influence of Buoncompagni's temperate 
prudence was particularly difcernible in the 
conduft of the Roman court at the period of the 
attempts made by the bifhop of Pifloja, Pius 
concealed his vexation on beholding that prelate 
fo formally wage war againft the Holy See, and 
his joy on witnefling his defeat. During the mi- 
niftry of Bu'oncompagrii, the quarrel with tl^e 
Neapolitan cburt continuing to acquire additi- 
onal animofity, he thought that a perfonal in- 
terview would more powerfully pperate to effeft 
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a reconciliation than the mediatory offices o£ 
the beft-chofen agents. Accordingly he went 
to fpend a month at Naples, where, though his 
prefence did not produce all the effect which he 
had expeSed, at leafl he fucceeded in prevent- 
ing that explofion which any other perfon might 
perhaps have accelerated. 

He juftly appreciated the value of that frivo- 
lous tribute to which Pius's vanity annexed fuch 
confequence. He faw that bubble difTipated 
under his miniftry, without feeling any other re- 
gret for the lofs than what was occafioned by 
the mortification with which he faw Pius af- 
fefted. Through his hands pafTed all the recla- 
mations, demands, protefts, and long memorials, 
by which the court of Rome hoped to bring that 
of Naples to a greater degree of deference for 
the Holy See. He had clearly forefeen how in- 
efficacious all his means would prove toward ac- 
complifhing the defired obje£l : but a circum- 
fiance ftill more unpleafing to himfelf perfonally, 
was that thefe difcuffions in which he was the 
organ, expofed him to the rifque of incurring 
the ill-will of that court whofe friendship he for 
powerful reafons wifhed to cultivate. His fa* 
mily pofTeffed very confiderable eftates in the do- 
minions of the Neapolitan monarch, and, among 
others, the principality of Piombino, which 
alone yielded an annual income of above two 
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hundred thoufand livres. He friends had lon^ 
continued urging him to quit a poll in which he 
did not enjoy a degree of authority fufficient to 
compenfate the embarraffments in which it in-* 
volv'd him, the dangers to which it expofed 
botl^ himfelf and his relatives* For fome time 
he refilled their folicitations* 

Thofe who hav^ had a clofer acquaintance 
^ith cardinal Buoncompagni, judge him with 
Icfs feverity than Gorani has done. According 
to their defcription, he was a man of under-' 
(landing and honour, who felt the ambition of 
an exalted foul — that of rendering fervice to 
his country at the fame time that he laboured to 
acquire fame for himfelf. Not withftanding fome 
marks of affeftion from Pius, he foon difcovered 
that it would be impoffible for him to gain the 
pontiff's entire confidence, without which he 
never could accomplifh that laudable objeS, 
It was refufed to him in every thing which con- 
cerned the aflfairs of the home department. To- 
ward the commencement of the year 1 789, his fa- 
mily even excited his apprehenfions left, unknown 
to him, an accommodation fliould be negotiated 
between the pope and the court of Naples. 
His difguft became each day more vifible 5 and 
it acquired additional ftrength from the appear- 
ance, at that period, of a work published in 
France, under the title of " Critical and inw 
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** partial Reflexions on the Revenues arid Con* 
** tributions of the Clergy in France, or Ex- 
*' traSs of Letters written in 1786 and 1787 
** to his Eminence the Cardinal Buoncompagni 
. ^ Ludovifi, by the Abbe de M. • . • V" Tliis 
publication was the prelude to an attack rflade 
in that fame year on the French clergy. The 
cardinal was more than aftonifhed to find him- 
felf prefented to the public as concerned in dilP- 
cufling a queftion of a nature fo delicate for tlfe 
Holy See : and he protefted that he had had no 
intercourfe whatever with the author, whof6 
principles he was far from approving. It almoft 
invariably happens that we only confirm fufpi- 
cion by the warmth of our eflforts to repel it. 
Thus it fared with the cardinal in this inftance : 
his enemies interpreted his proteftation in their 
own Way, and congratulated themfelves on the 
importance which it gave to the French abb^*s 
publication, beyond what it had pofleffed even 
in France. 

Thefe various motives impelled Buoncom- 
pagni to form the refolution of retiring. He 
communicated his intention to his friends Bernis 
and Azara. " I am determined," faid he, ** to 
^* refign the miniftry: but I will do it nobly, 
" without uttering a complaint, and efpecially 
** without afking any remuneration.'* Thofe 
two minifters laboured to diffuade hini from his 
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putpofe : " he poffeffed/' they faid, " the pub* 
•' lie efteem, even that of the pope, if he did 
•^ not enjoy his entire confidence: he was 
" agreeable to the crowned heads -, and in the. 
*' crifis with which the Holy See was threatened^ 
" fuch a man as he was neceffary. Befides^ 
^ how could he difpofe of himfelf in retire- 
" ment? accuftomedas he had been to bufinefSj, 
" he would feel himfelf overpowered by the 
** burden of unemployed leifure." 

For fomc time Buoncompagni yielded to the 
folicitations of his friends. The pontiflf was no 
doubt informed of his intention, and of the dif- 
fatisfaftion which had prompted it : he affefted 
to teftify a more than ufual regard for him, and 
even conferred on him a favour of no ordinary 
kind by appointing one of his near relatives 
governor of the caftle of Saint-Angelo, an of-^ 
fice which was ufually referved for the pope's 
nephews. But Buoncompagni was a man whofe 
refolutions were not eafily (haken. He gained 
certain information that his interpofition was 
eluded in the negotiation with the court of Na- 
ples : he entered into a warm explanation on the 
fubje£t with the pontiff; he upbraided him with 
his myfterious fecrecy, and with the confidence 
which he repofed in a certain Neapolitan prelate 
who had not the confidence of any body elfe. • . 

Pius, not choofing to fubje£t himfelf to the 
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Itproach of having caufed the retirement of fo 
valuable a man, and being awed by the ener- 
getic charaSer of the cardinal, ufed diffimula- 
tionwith him; and liftened to his complaints 
with an appearance of intereft : but Buoncom- 
pagni did not miftake the pontifF^s real difpofi- 
tion, and now more ftrongly than ever felt the 
impropriety of continuing in the miniftry. 

AlnK>ft. every year Pius paid a vifit to the 
Pontine, marflies. On the eve of his departure 
he faw cardinal Buoncompagni raal^e his appear- 
ance : " It is time," faid the latter, " that I 
•* frankly enter into an explanation with youi? 
^' holinefs. I accepted the miniftry which you 
** offered to me, becaufe I hoped, that, aided 
** by your confidence, I (hould be able to per- 
** form its funftions with honour. My ^xpeSa- 
** tion has been difappointed : my health is in- 
'** jl^red : my ftrength is no longer adequate to 
" tb4 taik which I have undertaken. Obftacles 

" of every kind concur in rendering it each 
*' day more difficult to me. It is a duty which 
** I ow^e to your holinefs, a duty alfo to my- 
** felfa to refign a poft in which I cannot be 

" ferviceable/' 

Pius appeared aftbnifhed and even affliSed by 

his determination, which he combated tvith the 

tone of fincerity, with the accents of friendfhip. 

" No !'/ ,faid he : ** you fliall not abandon me 
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^ in the midft of thk critical circumftances la 
^ which I am placed. Come to me at Tcrta* 
^ cina: wewiil there difcufs the motires of your 
^^ refolution; and I hope it will pot be proof 
*^ againft mj arguments^ and efpecially my io* 
<* licitations/' 

Pim imagined he had Oiaken the cardii^^ 
purpofe : but Buoncompagni was not haftjr In 
forming his determinations; and when €«ce 
they were formed^ it wa^ difficult to make him 
alter them* On this occafion he had confiiktdl 
nobody : and it was not till after the above «ii«- 
^1anatk>n tha the communi^a|ed the affair to M^r-- 
Ais aqd A2ara> who now plsinly perceived^ fr^nd 
the ftep vAjkii he had taken^ and from ^if 
knowledge of Pius's temper, that no hope of 
accommodation any longer remained. Anolhet 
Circumftantfe moreover contributed to increiife 
it^ di%u(l of the cardinal fecretary of ftate^ 
ittd to render it invincible: that was the mftu-' 
f»ce which the prelate Ruffo bad acquired. 
> We have already explained the nature of hit 
cti^s to the pontiff's good'-wilh Pius wiflied 
fcMrepay t6 him the ferviees which he had ibr« 
' merly received from the cardinal Ruffb his tmole. 
He promoted him to that office which affi>rds 
Ae ampleft fcope for doing good or doing dc^ 
chief— the poift 'of treafurer to the Apoftolic 
Chamber, from which he had removed the lio- 
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ittft cftrdinal Palette, to make room for a mai| 
iviio Combined amenity of manner and brillianc|r 
of talents with depmvity of morals and tnfattate 
«?idit]r. RufFo was callous to all fcruple when«» 
fver there was queilibn of gratifying the pope*8 
withes, and enriching his nephews* Thus it 
was that he had gained a preponderaacy, to 
which every thing muft yield, every thmg in 
fs^ did yield) except the noble pride of thtt 
fuirdinal Baoncompagni, and the auftertty and 
franknefs of the Spaniih miniftery the cheYaliet 
A^ara. 

The latter, who was in the habit of telling 
the popf fqch bold truths> and of telling them 
eften with fuccefs and ever with impunitf* 
(pared no pains to prevent that fatal afceadf ncy 
which the prelate RufFo was daily acquiring* 
^h^t nootive could he have had to reprefs h^ 
S^l ? He expected no favours from the popej 
nod be fpoke in the name of one of thofe fovt^^ 
reigns whofe friendihip Pius felt himfelf tht 
naqft intereft<)d.in prefer ving. The Spaniard ttt 
colle£led that it was to him the pope'a nepihew 
was indebted for the titls and dignity of a gran« 
dee of Spain : and Pims did not ft^m fuiBcicaitly 
to remember that fervice. A^ra tpok advatt^ 
tage of all thefe circi|mftance$ to aitaQk the va^ 
lipus . dilbrders whiqh bfd» «(^«6i4Uy of Ittif 



164 

years, anaderan alarming progrefs, ' The pontiff 
liftened to him with apparent deference, yet fol- 
lowed the fuggeftions of his flatterers. The 
chevalier Azara, at length convinced of the in- 
cfficacyof his remonftrances, tried during fome 
time to forbear grating his holinefs's ear with' 
their unwelcome importunity. 
I Azara's coolnefs alarmed Pius, who could 
fliow fufficient fupplenefs of difpofition when- 
ever intereft or fear rendered it neceffary. The 
latter unbofomed his uneafinefs to the cardinal 
de Bemis, who ha^ kept himfelf at a diftance 
^ce the time when he had feeri that, in fpite 
of his counfels, thexourt of Rome was hurrying 
on to its own deftruftion. But Bernis was of d 
tempep to be eafily brought . back : he did not 
refift. the-ftattering careffes of the pontiff: he 
exerted himfelf to diffipate the clouds which had 
wfen between him and the chevalier Azarai 
•Fhe pope, who well knew the influence which 
that minifter enjoyed in the Spanifli court, agaiii 
turned to him, loaded him with civilities, and 
aflFeded to • feek his advice on occafions of difli- 
cnlty. At this period he had formed the projeft 
X^ mcfeafirig the already fcandalous opulence of 
the duke his nephew by making to him a ceflion 
of the duchy of Gaftro and Ronciglione. Azara 
had fpoken his fentiments on the fubjeft with his 
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nfulal feverity : and the pope dared not, "for t!i6 
ptefent,venture to carry his defign into execution.' 
' But, in every other refpeft, the afceridency' 
of RufFo was uncontrolable, BuoncompaghJ, 
whofe intentions were upright and whofe princi- 
ples were thofe of a ftatefman, faw that it would 
be vain for him to ftruggle againft fuch an an- 
tagonift; and this was one of the chief motives 
which confirmed him in his refolution of re- 
tiring. 

* The gout, to which he was fubjeQ:, prevented 
him from repairing to Terracina : and Pius, on 
his return from the Pontine marflies, found him,' 
as he had left him, determined on quitting thfe 
miniftry ; a determination which no doubt gave 
the pontiff fecret pleafure. He now faw that 
he ran no rifque in- renewing his folicitations, 
and therefore again entreated the cardinal not to 
abandon him. " You complain of your health/^ 
faid he to him feelingly. " Well, then ! be at- 
^' tentive to it : take all the time necefTary to 
^* re-eftablifli it. Go, breathe a purer air : try 
" fome falutary baths : I pledge you my word 
" that I will dp nothing material in your ab- 
^* fence without confulting you." . 

Accordingly Buonpompagni fet out for the 
baths of Vicenza. He there remained fome 
months, lefs employed in the re-eflablifhment 
X)f his health than in the compofition of a; long 
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memorial again^ his antagonift Ruffb« Ko^ 
ilexioO) apd retreat which is fo favourable to it, 
only confinned him in his refolution. Notwithr 
fianding the hypocritip entreaties of the pontifTt 
be ^rceiyed that the impreiUQn, made on hi<- 
holine/s's mind by the explanation which had 
taken place between them, ftill continued an4 
WOnld long continue wi(h unabated force. la 
September 1769, he fent in to him his re£g« 
nation, to which Pius replied in honorific termi^ 
Aat ferved as a qloke to palliate his fpleep 
and vexation. The ex-fccrptary did npt longcf 
than ten mqnths furvive hi$ difgr^ce ; for (ucii 
was the light in which he copQdered bis retk^^ 
jnent, thoiigh on hi$ part voluntary. 

The hreaft of Buoncompagni paqte4 with iii^ 
ordinate ambition. j[t has been afferted tha( 
pbagrin hail^ned the period of his exift^nce-r^^u^ 
fflfertion which, if true, would prove in him ^ 
weaknefs of mind very far from cpmpatible wit^ 
lijRhat the world knows of him, with his un^ 
common energy of character, his robuft confti^ 
tuition, an4 that impert:urbable infipniibility which 
i^jperhaps neceffary in a ftatefm^n, but whicli 
)iis cenfurers haye confidered in him as a yer^ 
|[rievqfus. f^ult. Enyy ^as not fpared his me- 
mory : Gorani has . attributed to him ipany de>^ 
lefts, and even vices ; but thofe who have had s^ 
nearer view of hi^ 9pndu£k judge him ^ith lei^ 
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fewrity. He certainly did not pofiefs either 
die humility, or efpecially the chaftity^^ of* a 
Chriftian. But the cardinal de Bemis s^nd the 
cke?alier Az^ra» who had better opportunities 
•dian Gorani of appreciating him, never thought 
that his talents were but fuperficiaL 

The period of his retirement was that whea 
the Holy See was beginning to fufier the mofk 
fonnidable attacks from France. A minifter of 
Buoncompagni's chara£ler» equally prudent as 
he, but enjoying greater authority, would then 
have been very nece&ry to the Roman pontiflT^ 
The Sacred ' College contained no cardinal of 
that temper : thofe who pofTefied any capacity^ 
^ithcr were viewed with very fufpicious eye 
by the catholic powers, or would have been uq* 
ieceptable to the pope. The minifters of France 
and Spain again propofed the cardinal Zelada, 
#hom they had invariably efteemed, and againft 
whom Pius foftered no prepoffeflion* 

Zelada, as we have already feen, was adroit 
and in6auating. In peaceable times he might 
have been a fit peribn for the pontiff's choice : 
but his chara£ier, naturally void of energy, was 
moreover enfeebled by age and infirmities* 
He wan ^t this period feventy«two years old z 
he was himfelf feniible of his own infufficiency^ 
and alleged it, in obje6lian, to his two friendij^ 
and even to the pope: he yielded however to 
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their foHcitations, but foon repented of his cam 
pHance. If he had confined himfelf to the fame 
fphere in which he had hitherto moved, as the 
enlightened protefitor of the arts, librarian 6f 
the Va;tican/ direfilor of the Pio-Clementine 
Mufeum, he would, in fpite of the calumnies of 
his enemies, h^ve continued to be the objeft of 
public efteem, the confpicuous Roman indii^- 
dual with whom foreigners of all clajQTes were 
the moft anxious to be acquainted, and with 
whofe behaviour they had the greateft reafon^to 
be fatisfied. But he yielded to the delufiye fug- 
geftions of tardy ambition : his reputation fuf- 
fered a partial eclipfe when he attempted to fuf- 
tain a cbarafter not fuited to his caft : the man 
of letters, the man of fcience, the man of amiable 
difpofitlon, was forgotten : the only light ia 
which he was now viewed wa$ that of an i|i^ 
competent minifter. Thus he exchanged biij^ 
peaceful and eafy enjoyments for the ftorms of 
the miniftry, and for thofe chagrins which em- 
bittered his declining years. He fufFered the 
preparatory fteps to be taken for overthrowing, 
and even by his own injudicious meafures acce- 
lerated the overthrow, of, that government over 
which he had the vanity to prefide. A witnefs 
of the firft difafters of the Holy See, he ppffeffed 
neither fufficient firmnefs nor fufficient (kill to 
either prevent or alleviate them. He had the 



mortification of hearing them imputed to him- 
felf, and of finding none but cenfurers among 
his own countrymen, and implacable adverfa- 
ries among the French, among that very nation 
which hitherto had never mentioned his name 
but in. the language of encomium and admi* 
ration. 

But his fhort and inglorious miniftry is con- 
neQed with the French revolution ; and, before 
we conclude this work, it is proper that, in re- 
coimting the misfortunes of which that event 
^ was prpduftive to the Holy See, we complete 
the pitlure of Piuses pontificate by prefenting 
a retrofpeftive flcetch of his connexions with 
France previous to that epoch' which proved fo 
fatal to him. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Ctmexiotts between France and Fivs VI. dottm td 
tie Revolution in I'jSg. 



I 



T muft tver be coniidered as a iingular erent 
]& the hiftory of the court of Rome, that the na- 
tion which effected at leaft its temporal deftruo 
tion, was precifely that particular one among att 
the European nations of which it had before had 
the ]eaft reafon to complain. While Spain, in 
her implacable animofity againft the Jefuitt, ha» 
raffed Pius whenever he betrayed the flighteft 
fymptom of partiality to them, the court of 
France, it is true, co-operated with her as in a 
common caufe : but it was eafy to perceive that 
this was done rather through complaifance toau 
ally than from any fenfation of perfonal uneafi« 
nefs. The danger of the defunft fociety's in^ 
triguesj which appeared fo imminent to SpaiQi^ 
^lade little impreffion on the miniftry at Ver- 
failles. In France, Fanaticifm had flirunk back 
in retrograde motion before the light beaming 
from the torch of Philofophy. Some members 
of the fuperior clergy occafionally endeavoured 



171 

to aid the former in recovering her loft ground : 
but they experienced little fupport or counter 
nance ; and the di^crees of public opinion fuperf> 
feded the neceflity of any which the court might 
have iflued. The pretenfions of the priefis, 
which at the commencement of the century had 
fiill continued to caufe fome alarms, were now 
treated with ridicule by the bulk of the nati(Mi9 
and no longer excited any uneafinefs in the 
hreiaft of government. The devotees alond 
viewed the clerical order with a fort of religious 
awe; but devpteeihip wa3 now confined to the 
obfcure clMTes of the community, and its profe{« 
fofs h^d ceafed ^o be formidable. There wene 
few enlightened or powerful men who really 
felt the devotional fpirit ; and thofe who did not 
\sajd no intereft in affe<3:ing it. Religion was 
therefore infenfibly lofing its fway : no more of 
it was preferved than what was neceflary for 
the fupport of the royal authority. Its minifters^ 
|5ven thofe of mod exalted grade, unfcrupulouflf 
refigned themfelves to the indulgence of all the 
W<H*|dly paffions, and did not even take the trou* 
ble of afluming the maik of hypocrify, There 
now hardly exifted between the Gallic and the 
Roman courts any relations except thofe of habit 
fuid courtefy : and, as the former had no longer 
finy thing to fear from the latter, neither did (lie 
leek to be feared by her. Accordingly we fe^ 



that, from the firft year of Piuses pontificate untf! 
the year 1789, very few difcuffions of an intri* 
kate nature took place between France and 
Rome. 

. Will it be believed that one of the firft objefts . 
which occupied the attention of the cardinal de 
Bernis. under the pew pontificate was the fc- 
Ccarch to be made in France for the difcoveryof 
proofs to eftablilh the faintfliip and atteft the 
miracles of " the bleffed queen Joan de Valois,*^ 
firft wife to Louis XIL and founder of the order 
of th€. Annunciation, who had been beatified by 
Benedift XIV. in the year 1743? Solicitations 
had long been made by the court of France for 
her canonifation : and it was a cardinal, once a 
courtly abbe, the voluptuous author of the 
" Four Parts of the Day,'* and an amiable phi- 
lofopher, who did not difdain to be the agent in 
this momentous negotiation ! But the bufinefs 
involved one of thofe chimeras on which were 
founded the fplendor and power and opulence 
of the church ; and, to promote fuch important 
interefts, even the rooft enlightened and other- 
wife honeft men made no fcruple to render 
themfelvesthe organs of impofture. 

This was not the only difgraceful tie by which 
France was at that time conncftcd with the 
court of Rome, and continued fo connefted until 
the memorable sera of the revolution. It is fuffi- 



ciently known that the bifliops, the abbots, the 
holders of thofe benefices which are termed con^ 
^ftorial, becaufe the nominations to them were 
proclaimed by the pope in a confiftory of cardr 
nals, were obliged to pay for the iffuing of the 
bulls without which they coijild hot take pofleft- 
fion ; — that an office called the datark * had the 
charge of iffuing them ; — and that the fees which 
it required of the perfon promoted, were^ by the 
cmcordatum of Francis the Firft, fixed at one 
ye^*s income of the benefice. It is true, ah 
abatement was moft commonly obtained on the 
eftabliflied price of the bulls: Qement XIV., 
naturally difinterefted, had been very accommo- 
dating in compromifes of that kind : but Pius; 
«tt the very outfet, (howed himfelf more rigid in 
"his demands: and, what will appear very ftrange; 
he really fancied himfelf bound in confcience to 
aft with that ftriftnefs. Thus, by a moft extra- 
ordinary fubverfion of the principles of that reli- 
,gion which in its very infancy had fo formally 
forbidden fimony, the heads of the catholic 
church had carried the prohibited praftice to 
fuch extent that they at laft became fcrupu- 
lous of not being as fimoniacal as it was poffiblc: 
and the fage Bernis himfelf, when dire£ted, 
on each change of benefices, to folicit a diminu*- 

* The datario was ratber the perfon at the head of iJvP 
office in queftion. 
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tion of the amount of that fdandalous taic» iHA 
tiot far from participating thofe fcruples. He 
feu a fort of compafiion for that Unfortunaie Ro^ 
man treafury^ which thefe re- iterated folicitations 
tended to impoveri(h : and he more than once 
wrote to Verfailles, when defired to prefent a 
sew petition^ that it was ^^ begging alms of the 
^ poor/' 

Bemis, however, was in feme refpefils ex* 
cufable. He pofTefled in the court of Rome a 
certain influence of which he gave frequent 
proofs-^n influence which, under the yoke of 
ilavery that ftiil prefled on his in many inftance^ 
be wiftied to referve for objefts of higher import 
tance ; and he was afraid of exhaufting it by api* 
plications which o6icial avidity could not receive 
otherwife than with repugnance. Befidee^f^ 
though we do not offer this as an additional ur^ 
gument in his juftification — he was, as cardinal^ 
prote£lor, perfonally interefted in feeing that 
fource of revenue fecured from diminution^ 
Ifhis requires fome explanation* 

Since fo degrading an inftitution has* been 
aboliflied, never more to appear, it is not a mat- 
ter of indiflerence to learn by what fophifmt cx^ 
vetoufnefs compounded with pride in the catho^ 
lie church. 

The falaries of the cardinals -proteftors had no 
iQonnexion with thofe payments known by the 
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aame ofatmatesi ai>d fniiigHoned by the e$nc^da» 
turn. The king 4id not allow them wj penfigii 
from his tre^fury : but, as they wer^ appgioted 
to folicit the i01iing of the bulls, and to propofe 
in the conflftory the candidates for thofe abbeys 
and biflioprics to which the king had the nomi* 
nation, they received, at the expenfe of the per* 
fons promoted, a fee equivalent to the penfioii 
Which might have been allowed to them. It 
was a kind of affignment which the king, their 
debtor, gave to them on the incomje of the ben^^ 
foe which he had been pleafed to confer. 

. When thofe who had been nominated to con* 
£florial benefices wifhed to have' the honour of 
being propofed by the pope himfelf in the cooi^ 
fiftory, that they might the fooner gain poflef«* 
fion^ they paid two different fums called prafim^ 
tiie one for the pope, the other for the cardinal 
pr^teflor. 

But, when the latter was direded to pro« 
pofe. for benefices, the bulls were not iflued 
until after two formalities had taken place* 
He was firft obliged to proclaim^ the candidate 
in a previous confiftory; then, in a fecond, to 
make the formal propofition of the oonfiftorial 
benefice to which the pope had nominated* 
Thus the candidate loft as much in point of time 
as he gained in point of economy : for in this 
oafe he had but one pr^pina to pay ; but then, om 
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the other hand, he had to wait fometimes fix 
months for- the ifluing of his bulls. In either 
event, the ca¥dihal-prote£tor was fure of receiv-- 
inghhpropma^: and, after all, he was, under that 
pompous title, nothing more than an agent em- 
ployed by his nation in ecclefiaftic and benefi- 
ciary affairs, and particularly thofe of which the 
decifion was confined to the confiftory. 

From Xhtk details it muft evidently appear 
that the cardinal de Bemis was perfonally in* 
terefted in preferving therevenues of the Holy- 
See. The fingle article of the propine annually 
yielded to him, on an average, from twenty-four 
to thirty thoufand livres. He was not greedy : 
but the high ftyle in which he was rather accuf- 
tomed than obliged to live did not allow, him to 
be perfe£tly difinterefted. It was therefore al- 
ways with a fort of repugnance, though always 
with fuccefs, that he applied for abatements: 
and this was during feveral years his moft im- 
portant employment, and the only contrariety he 
experienced at Rome. 

We fhall but flightly mention the oppofitioii. 
in 1775 by the French clergy to the projefl: of 
unitin'g the ufelefs order of the Antonines with 
that of Malta. Louis XVI. had already agteed 
with Pius on that bufinefs : the briefs which the 
pontiff was to iffue were prepared ; when fud- 
denly the Freijich prelates, animated by laudable 
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zeal for what they termed the interefts of the 
church, addrcffed very urgent remonftrances to 
the pope on the fabjedt of the intended union. 
We will not trouble our readers with a detail of 
the erudite theologic arguments by which they 
end€favoured to awake fcruples in the bread of 
his holinefs : it will be fufficient to obferve that 
Pius found hioifelf very much embarraflcd on 
the occafion, and thought it his duty to fufpend 
the iffuing of the briefs, and appoint a congre- 
gation to examine that queftion of fo un^impor- 
tant a nature. He ferioufly faid to Bernis, who 
liftened to him, confoled him, encouraged him, 
and fometimes fcolded him, " That meafure is 
** indifpenfable, if I wifli to avoid expofing my- 
** felf to reproach or remorfe." The court of 
Verfailles thought proper to allow him time for 
reflexion. 

The pope, already ill advlfed, gave to the 
bull of incorporation a new form which dif- 
pieafed our miniftry, who teftified their difplea- 
fure with confiderable warmth: and this was 
perhaps the only time previous to the revolution, 
when France affumed toward him a menacing 
tone^ Vergenhes wrote to Rome—" Let them 
*^ not drive us to extremities : let them not force 
** us to recoiled the di(lin<5lion, already fo well 
** known, between religion and politics. — ^Tel! the 
*^ pope," added he — " make him thoroughly 
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** fenfible— that impunity, is not to be expeftcdl 
" in fporting with a king who is the firmed pil- 
*' lar of the pontifical throne." — Vergennes had 
not an idea that he was uttering truths whidi 
would ere long be felt in their fulleft force. , 

This pitiful affair chagrined the pontiff, whofe 
mind was already tormented by more than one 
fubjeft of uneafinefs. It caufed fufpicions to 
fall on his friend, one of the principal authors of 
his elevation, the cardinal Giraud, to whom the 
miniftry at Verfailles attributed the impertinent 
modelling of the bull, and whom they accuftd of 
ingratitude. The cardinal de Bernis was fen- 
fibly hurt by the imputation : he bore a friend- 
Ihip to cardinal Giraud : he defended him with 
warmth, and, what was not ufual on his part^ in 
a ftyle bordering upon harflinefs. He intimated 
that encouragement was too incautioufly given 
in France to thofe philofophic maxims which, 
though good in themfelves, might, in their ^pr 
plication, involve the overthrow of -religiqiij ajid> 
in fucceflive gradation, that of many prejAidipe^ 
which it was important to preferve. This y^^s 
certainly very natural language in the mouth <>f 
a courtier and a cardinal ; but at the fame time 
it proves that Bernis was endued with a fag^city 
of which that period furniflied few examples, 
and. a forefight which he has himfelf feen juftified 
by fubfequent events.. 
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But this. fii;ft,ftorm was diffipatip^: the pope 
yielded i and' the incorporatiqn of the order of 
Saint Antony was effe£led in the mode that 
we had wrlhed. The Frencji clergy, who ftiU 
thought themfelves poQeffed of Tome ftrength^ 
were not difcouraged by this failure of fuc- 
ce/s : two years after, they thought proper ta 
reniopftrate with the pope on his condefcenfion 
for our government : they fqunded the alarni on 
9Ccafion of the fuppreffion of fome mpnaftic or^ 
dcrs. Pius already knew wh^t he had to expe£t 
from an attempt to thwart a powerful fovereign 
whpfe fupport was neceffary to him* He felt or 
feigned to fee} a fit of anger againft thofe pre- 
lates who feemed difpofed to diftate to him* 
He exprefsly faid that " their reproaches, how- . 
" ever refpeftfully conveyed, contained notwith- 
" (landing a leffon which did not fuit him." If 
"he had always received their fuggeftions in the 
fame manner, he would have faved France and 
himfelf from many calamities. 

If we except thefe tranfient difputes, and the 
quarrels refpeSting the Jefuits, in which France 
mad^ a common caufe with Spain, the firft eight 
or ten years of Pius*s pontificate paffed with 
every mark of deference on his part to the French 
government. Whenever there was queftion of 
any demands of a critical nature, he was careful 
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to compofe his congregations of tnofe cardinals, 
who were the lead inclinecl to raife difficulties^ 
and the moft difpofed to gratify us. This was 
in great mearure the work of Bernis, who ^zs 
his counfellori his comforter, and very rarely his 
cenfof; Accordingly, in 1782, the Ncardinal 
fpoke of Piuis in thfe Following terms-^" His 
^^ virtues are moire numferous than his defe£is 5 
** and, in his heart, he is a Frenchman/*-^— Louis 
XVI. and Pius VI., in obferving this mutual 
forbearance toward each other, feemed to have 
a prefentJment that the time would come when 
each fliould ftand in need of the other's aid: 
but they certainly did not forefee how fatal that 
harmony would prove to both parties iat a time 
when it was no longer in feafon. 

There reigned, then, an almoft conflant godd* 
underflanding between the courts of Rome and 
Vierfailles, when an incident, of as flrange ap- 
pearance to the one as to the other, for fome 
time interrupted it — an incident which was very 
far from being unconneSed with the French re- 
volution, and confequently with the fubverfion 
of the papacy— I mean the famous profecution 
of the cardinal de Rohan ' — that trahfadlion 
which feemed preconcerted for the exprefs pur- 
pofe pf at once covering with ignominy the 
higher order of nobility, the pnefthood, and the 
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throne, and to ferve as a pretext and s^n apology 
for the attacks which were foon after made upon 
them. 

We win not here recall to our reader's me- 
mory the part of that fliameful complication of 
igiprudence and meannefs which exclufively 
concerns France : our nation has already been 
too long fatigued and fhocked with thp detail of 
the particulars : it is our duty to recount in thi^ 
place the part only which relates to the Holy 
See. 

The intelligence of the cardinal's having been 
arretted even in his pontifical robes was a thun- 
der-ftroke to the pope and the whole Sacred 
College, Pius felt himfelf deeply hurt that it 
had not at leaft beep formally notified to him by 
the king ; he neverthelefs fnoke of it to the car- 
dinal de Bernis in the language rather of grief 
than of indignation : but he frankly owned to 
him that if the arreft was followed by judge- 
ment, it would be impoflible for him to avoid re- 
curring to the obfervance of the canonical rules. 

Notwithftanding the philofophy of his princi- 
ples ^nd the moderation of his temper, Bernis 
at times recollefted that he 'syas a prince of the 
church ; and, on important occafions, he warm- 
ly fupported the pretended rights of the body to 
which he belonged. He fent information to 
^is court that the nieafure hinted by the pope 
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was unavoidable, if the cafdirtal de Rohan V 
ttial was carried before a fecular tribunal wirh- 
out the intervention of the Holy See and of the 
biftiops delegated by it. The ca^dinaPs rela- 
tives and friends had been apprehenfive left 
\ Berhis (hould (how himfelf adverfe to him, be- 

'^, J caufe they thought he foftered prepbffeffions 
^^ againft the Rohan family. But they were little 
acquainted with his difpofition. Bernis wis 
Neither rancorous rior vmdi6tive: he ef{)Ouied 
the caufe of his unfortunate collegue with ther 
zeal of a generous man, and at the fame time 
with as great moderation as could be expe£tfed 
of a cardinal. 

The pope, on his part, though oh othef oc- 
cafions fo fiery and fd impotent of his fitll 
emotions, conduced hitnfelf in this affair With 
greater circumfpeftion than could have biSen 
fuppofed. One would have thought thiat his 
foul, foftened in the fchool of adverfity, was 
become more inclined to refignation. Expofed 
to fo many contrarieties, he faw that govern- 
ment with which he had hitherto had the leaft 
reafon to be diflatisfied, ready, like the others, 
to infiift a wound on the immunities of the Holy 
See. He faw the danger that he incurred b/ 
alienating the French court : he therefore en-^ 
deavoured only to mollify arid difanii it. But it 
was fignified to him from Vferfailles tb'lt he 
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ought carefully to avoid meddling in that affair,' 
or renewing the pretenfions of the ancient pon* 
ttffs. This indirect menace deeply afHifted.him : 
the friendfhip of Bernis notv became more ne-^ 
ceflary to him than at any former period : he un- 
bofomed his thoughts to him without referver 
** Write," faid he, " that the king will find in 
** me a difpofition to remove every difficulty. 
^' and to afford him fatisfaftion : but I expe& 
z'* from his piety fome attention to the Holy 
" See. i will not make any ftir, I promife you :• 
*' but can I refufe to protect the rights of the* 
^Sacred College — rights which are fecured 
"even by the <:oncordatum? Confefs that the 
**iqueftion is a qiieftion of delicacy. Well ! I 
^^ will propofe it to a congregation of fix eardi- 
^' nals. Their opinion ftiall be prudent and tem- 
** perate, or I will not follow it. I was urged 
" to iffue without delay a folemn brief afferting 
^ thofe rights of which an infringement is at* 
"tempted. Perhaps I ought to do fo: but — * 
" no ! — 1 will content myfelf with writing a con^ 
« fidential letter to the king." 

If the prejudices of education could have 
been excufed iti Pius, together with thofe of his 
country and flat ion, even Philofophy herfelf 
would havi pronounced this langOage 'to have 
been proper; But* how is it piDilible to recon- 
dle with philolbphy, with the principlies of any 

N4 
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good government, the pretenCon of a prieft, 
whether a natiVe or a foreigner, who thought 
himfelf authorifed to interfere in the trial fqr an 
offence purely temporal? Could a concordatum^ 
wrefted by infolent power from the hand ot. 
weaknefe in an age of ignorance, be paramount 
to thofe eternal laws on which refts the inde- 
pendence of a (late ? Such are the remarks 
which might have been made even by a catho-* 
lie, if he retained the flighteft notion of juftice 
and reafon. Pius appealed to Louis's piety ^ for 
the purpofe of gaining a triumph for his own 
maxims : but people began to perceive, that,, 
according to the ideas of the Holy See and its 
ambitious fiipporters, piety was nothing elfe; 
than a blind devotion to the will of the head of» 
the chuvh. Befides, ^/V/y was at that moment- 
entirely out of the queftion at Verfailles: the 
objeft in view w^as to gratify the vengeance of a. 
woman who wore a diadem : and to that grand, 
intereft every other confideration muft filently. 
ykld, and yielded in effe£l. But that was acir- 
cumftance of which the court of Rome either 
were or affe^^ed to be ignorant. 

; !While things were in this fituation, the cardL- 
i\al d^' Rohan — ^hoping to mollify his enemies 
fey refignation, or to experience greater in- 
dulgence from a tribunal to whofe equity he 
biid voluntarily intruded himfelf— had fubmitted 
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the examination of his caufe to the parliament 
of Paris. This ftep was a new fource of morti- 
fication, a new caufe of embarraflhient, for the 
Sacred College, who faw what they tern^ed 
their rights betrayed by one of their own mem- 
bers. The pope, as he had intimated to Bemis^ 
had appointed a congregation whofe opinion he 
(hould take on the momentous queftion of which 
the determination gave him fuch uneafinefs. 
He had compofed it af fuch cardinals as at 
that time bore the higheft charafter for mo- 
deration — Albani, dean of the Sacred College; 
— the grand penitentiary, Bofchi, confpicuous 
for prudence, though he had figned the famous 
monitory againft the duke of Parma; — Borro- 
meo, a Angular charafter, but a man of great 
mental talents, and profeffing moderate princi- 
ples with refpeft to the crowned heads; — 
Doria, formerly nuncio in France ; — Negroni, 
who had invariably been agreeable to France 
and Spain ; — and Buoncompagni, at that time 
fecretary of ftate. 

The unanimous opinion of this congregation 
was, that the pope (hoiild write two letters, the 
one to his Moft Chriftian majefty, the other to 
the cardinal de Rohan ; that, in the former he 
fliould reprefent, that, purfuant to the concordat 
turn, cardinals and bifliops were to be tried at 
Rome i that, in the latter, /he (hould reproach 
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the Cardinal dt Rohan with a violation of his* 
oath' ill kckilowledglirtg as his judges the mem- 
bers oF the parliament of Paris. 

Piiis afled'in conformity to the opinion of the 
congregation. His language to the king was 
tfender and alriioft fuppllant, " I pray your ma- 
jefty/* faid he, *' that the cardinal de Rohan's 
** caiife way be- carried before a competent 
*' judge, wh6m I will delegate in concert with 
*' your maj6fty. 1 hope ]^ou will imitate your 
" pred^c^effors by affording me the very great 
*• Cbfifolitibn of feeing,' that,' under your govern- 
*' tiient, the rights of the church are preferved, 
** while, to my gre^t affliftion, they are elfewhere 
. " trampled \nider foot in various ways,*' &c. 

The king's miniftefs; without going to the 
bottom of the queftion, without even contefting 
the ridiculous privileges claimed by the court of 
Rome, anfwered that every man was at liberty 
to renounce his privileges, and that this was 
what the cardinal de Rohan had done. The 
letter itfelf met with an indifferent reception.' 
Bernis was obliged to undertake its apology. 
According to his reprefentation, " the pope 
** could not, without incurring general obloqu/ 
" at Rome, withoiit dishonouring himfelf in the 
"face of the church, have been filent on the oc* 
" cafion. Befides, had not the peers and the 
•* members of parliament their peculiar judgd$; 
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*^ barred ? It was the lefs poffible fof the pope 
** to refrain from afling in the bufinefs, as th6 
*^ affembly of the clergy had theriifelves fet the 
*' example of appealing to Rome." 

It was thought fomewhat ftrange at Verfailles 
that the cardinal de Bernis (hould fufFer himfelf 
to be fo far led aftray by the fpirit of his order 
as to maintain fuch indefcnfible pretenfions. 
** Tell the pope," faid the miniftry in their letter' 
to him, " that our kings have never allowed 
** their hands to be tied up in that refpeft when 
^ the affairs are, whether, clofely or temotely^ 
" cohhefted with (late caufes ; that the cardi- 
** naKs offence has no relation to his epifcopal 
*^ character ; that the king could not give him a 
" greater inftance of indulgence than by allow-^ 
'* ing him a choice of the mode in which he wifh-* 
" ed to be tried." 

Such arguments as thefe were not likely to 
meet a welcome reception at Rome. The car- 
dinal de Rohan's caufe was fupported there 
much rather becaufe it was connefted with the 
-immunities of the church, than through any in- 
tereft that was felt for him. On the contrary, 
the pope in particular was very angry with him 
for having thus lowered the dignity of the Ro- 
man purple: he was even fomewhat hurt by the 
Jight unconcerned manner in which the catdi- 
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nal, when writing to him the firft^time^propofed, 
to him a perfon to fucceed him in his epifcopal 
funftions which he could no longer perform.^ 
The obje£l in view (it was faid at Rome) was to 
lave the honour, not of His Eminence who was. 
now irretrievably degraded by his own conduft, 
but of the church. 

The pope however had no fuccefs with the 
court of Verfailles. In vain were his complaints 
clothed in moderate and fupplicating language : 
their objeft was appreciated with that philofo- 
phic feverity which had pervaded all clafles of 
fociety and even the government itfelf. It was 
fntimated to Pius that he ought to avoid reviv- 
ing the ancient difcuffions, that even his own 
intereft (hould point out to him the propriety of 
abandoning the cardinal de Rohan, fince fo few 
people in France were inclined to favour the. 
pretenfions of the clergy. Such was the purport 
of the anfwer which Louis XVI. returned to the 
pope. The congregation of cardinals were again 
confulted, and gave it as their opinion that the 
pope ought to write a fecond letter, which, 
without being Icfs pathetic than the former, 
(hould contain, in favour of the claim of the 
Holy See, thokfo conc/ujive arguments that were 
to be found in the facred canons. Pius was at 
all times difpofed to rely on the efficacy of fuch 
a remedy : nor had his affair with the emperor 
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yet cured him of that notion. He therefore fat 
down to compofe, not fo much a letter, as -a 
theologic differtation, which was hardly read ia 
the public .offices at Verfailles. 

lliroughout Europe, the affair of the cardinal 
de Rohaa was yiewed under all its various 
afpe£is. Different opinions were entertained; dif- 
ferent pretenfions were advanced. Bcrnis, dis- 
playing the chara£ler of a courageous ftatefmaa 
rather than of a fanatic canonift, advifed that 
this (hameful bufinefs fliould be hulhed in 
filence, to avoid involving the queen herfelf ia 
a (hare of the difgrace. But the counfel came 
too late. The cabinet of Madrid regretted that 
an obfcure intrigue fhould make fo much noiCf, 
and propofed the adoption of fome meafure of 
conciliatory compromife. The emperor viewed 
the cardinal de Rohan as a prince of the holy- 
Roman empire : he afferted his own rights as 
head of that empire, and would not confent that 
the pope fliould pronounce fentence without his 
concurrerice. 1 he ele6lor of M<::ntz claimed his 
rights over a prince who, as bilhop of Strafburg, 
was his fulfragan. The diet of Ratifbon ad- 
vanced its pretenfions to take a part in a caufe 
in which a fratc of the empire was concerned.. 
But the parliament of Paris had the caufe in 
their hands ; and all the claiais advanced wer^ 
ineffetlual. Bernis, however, returned to the 
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*^ Let people beware !" faid he. ** They invite 
*' dangers, they will caufe an explofion, if they 
« treat the Holy See with too little refpeft. By 
** dint of oppofition they may yet render it for* 
'* midable." And^ affuming, for the conclufion 
of his harangue, the florid ftyle of his youth, 
•J Is it not better,'* faid he, " to yield to thef 
" cooing of the dove, than to expofe themfelves 
*^to the fcreams of the exafperated eagle ?7—^ 
. But what an eag/e was Pius at this period f Ah J 
if he had always thought proper to confine him- 
felf to his dove/y charafter, he would have faved 
France and himfelf from numerous calamities. 

The French government, however, had at this 
time no caufes of complaint againft the court of 
j^ome. It wasfenfible that the pontiff was only 
a£ling his part as was natural : it combated hii 
pretenfionsj but without acrimony. Vergenries 
wrote that all the vile particulars of that affair 
l^ere wholly unconnected with the precepts of 
the gofpel. The. king himfelf returned to the 
pope's erudite homily a pathetic but ftrongly 
negative anfwer : *^ Let not your holinefs make 
renewed felicitation,'' faid he: "for T cannot 
** avoid renewing my refufal/' And farther 
on-—" We feel how juftly your holinefs is af-^ 
" feSed by the fituation in which (lands a bi- 
••0iop, a member of the Sacred College : biit 
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/•we pray you to confider that vv:e ourfdves ,arfi 
*' not free from iineafinefs oiv oqcafion of thj^ 
/'ftrange event, BefideSj th^ cardinal himfelf 
" has made choice of the tribunal by which he 
" is to be judged ; to lerijove the csiuf^ at or^r 
*• fent to any, other were an inftance^of ficl^l^- 
" nefs which would only furnifli aj^ditjonal mat- 
" ter to employ the tongue of fcandal." 

Pius found himfelf in a very perplexing /fitu^-* 
tion : for^ while France exhorted him not tp 
meddle in that affair, the zelanti at Rpme ac- 
cufed the cardinal fecretary of ftate, BuouiCom-. 
pagni, of having infpired him with too great 
" indifference and remiffnfefs" in his (jondu^^ 
This injuftice brought him over to the piaximp 
of moderation : and he aflured the court of Ver* 
failles, that, without liftening to the fuggeftions 
of fanaticifm, he would content himfelf with 
preferving the honour of the Holy See, and tak- 
ing meafures to prevent the difgrace of the car- 
nal de Rohan from refle£ling on the whole bpay 
of cardinals. - 

The Sacred College fliowed themfelves leTs. 
accommodating, even with refpe£t to the cardi- 
nal de Rohan. They feriouily faid to the pope, 
" We will rather refign our hats * than fl^are 

* The cardinars hat,- as a diflindive badge of the dignify; 
is fufficiently known. 
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•• ed guilty of fraud, forgery, and theft/' In 
their private converfations, they fpoke of their 
unworthy collegue in terms equally bitter. 
** Why," faid they, ** (hould we retain in our 
** body, hitherto fo illuftrious and refpefted, a 
^ brother become infamous in the eyes of all 
** Europe, and who would be expelled from his 
" regiment if he were a fbldier ?" The genera- 
lity of them would have wilhed, that, immedi- 
ately when the order was iffued for arrefting the 
cardinal de Rohan, the pope had deprived him 
of his hat. Pius would have fufFered himfelf to 
be led to that ftep, if Berhis had not difluaded 
him. He awaited the opinion of the congrega- 
tion of cardinals refpefting the mode of conduft 
which it was proper for him to adopt : and they 
decided that the pontiff ought, in full confiftory, 
provifionally to fufpend the grand-almoner of 
Ffance from all the fundHons peculiar to the 
cardinalate, until he (hould exculpate himfelf 
to his holinefs ; that he ought next to give no- 
tice of this meafure to the king of France, and 
alfo to the king of Poland who had propofed 
him as a candidate for the cardinalitian dignity. 
In conformity to that decifion, the pope held 
a confiftory on the 13th of February 1786, and 
there pronounced a Latin difcourfe in '^\'hIch 
the grand-almoner was very fevcrely treated, at 
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leaft *m appearance. Pius expoifed in his hah 
rangire the behaviour of the ** very inconfiderate 
*• cardinal de Rohan*:" he announced the fuf- 
penfion of his dignities unti) he (hould, within 
fix months at farthcft, appear, cither in perfon 
or by his reprefentative, to exculpate himfelf 
irom the charge of having' fpontaneoufly fub- 
mitted the trial of his caufe to an incompetent 
tribunal. " From that moment," added Pius, 
\'*\he deferved to be deprived of all his eccle- 
** fiaftic dignities, — as a foldier abandoning 
" the army, ought to be degraded, expelled 
" from the camp, and deprived of his military 
" privileges." (The Sacred College and its h^ad 
appear to have been fond of comparifons drawn 
from ihe jooiiHtai^ profeflion.) "But at leaft we 
** cannot avoid provifionally fufpending him 
" from all the honours, all the decorations, all 
" the rights, annexed to the cardinalitian dig- 
" nity, even from his right of concurring in the 
" eleftion of a fovereign pontiff." 

Immediately after this oftentatious ceremony, 
the pope wrote to Louis XVI. in a very pathetic 
ftyle to acquaint him with the motives of his de- 
termination : and the Sacred College notified it 
tp the grand^almoner in a letter in which they 
At. once began to put it in execution. In the 
eyes of his coUegues^ Rohan was now nothing 

;. * '« JacpgfixHijflgrynp cardinalU 4e fiobao/' , 

vox. IJ. O 
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more than & private individual : they with-heW 
from* him. thofe pompous titles which the couit 
of Rotne had invented in contempt of Chriftiaa 
humility. They no longer addrcfs him as " Your 
** Eminence/* or ** My Lord CaidinaV* butfim- 
ply, ^^You." 

Thefe apparent fymptoms of anger and feve- 
rity- were, however, nothing more than a cloke 
.under which lurked one of thofe intrigues fo 
familiar to the Holy See. It was difcovered 
at Verfailles that the grand-almoncr*s fecretary 
kept up a regular correfpondence with the car- 
dinal dean, and foijie other cardinals, who were 
attached to the party of the Jefuits ; that they 
employed the agency of that Vi£toria Lepri, 
who was at this time carrying on her famous 
, law-fuit againft the pope, and who was in habits 
of intimate connexion with the Albani. Under 
pretence of fupporting the* pontifical authority, 
th.ey wiflied to prevail on Pius juridically to 
fiiramon the grand-almoner .before -his tribunal. 
This was a triumph which. they wiflied to pro- 
cure for the cardinal de Rohan,, who had long 
been fecretly conneftcd with the principal par- 
tifans of the defunft fociety, and on whofe in- 
fluence an ill founjded reliance was placed at 
Rome. This was a fure mode of bringing the 
-pppe under the difpleafure of the courts- of 
• France and Spain. But the plot was difcovered 
by the* (kill of- the cardinal fecretary of ftate, aq^ 
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defeated by hh firmnefs. It was however a 
great point gained by the complotters, to have 
led Pius to the bold ftep which he had taken in 
full confiftory. The court of Verfailles wiflied 
to have prevented it : but the intimation of that 
wi(h came too late. Bertiis, who had a very 
embarrafling part to aft, endeavoured to juftify 
the pontiff to the beft of his power; he fig- 
rified in his letter that he had never found 
him mdre traftable than on that occafion ; but 
that it had been impoffible for Pius any longer 
to refift the importunities by which he was at-^ 
tacked on every fide. " Befides/' faid the car- 
dinals, of whofe fentiments Bjernis was the in- 
terpreter, " how Can you expeft us to fliow fo 
** great tendernefs to one of our collegues ac- 
•* cufed of very grievous offences, while you 
"treat him fo rigoroufly at Paris ?" 

Pius's brief, and the addrefs which had pre- 
ceded it, caufed a great fenfation in France. 
The brief, although worded with circumfpec- 
tion, muft neceffarily produce the effeft of ex- 
citing a conteft on the fubjeft of jurifdi£lion in 
an affair which was already in the hands of the 
parliament of Paris. That body even maintained 
that the brief infrirtged the liberties of the Gal- 
ilean church of which they had ever (hown 
themfelves zealous fupporters; and they ordered 
the defendant to pay no regard to it, 
o 1 
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This incident caufed great perplexity to the 
cardinal de Rohan and even the pppc himielfl 
Should the cardinal proteft againft the decree of, 
the parliament, he would produce in the minds 
of his judges an unfavourable difpofition tovirard 
him: and could the pope overlook the afiVont 
offered to him by the public reje£tion of aj>rief 
which he had conceived himfelf authorifed to 
iffue? As the court of France did not at this 
time entertain unfriendly fentiments toward the 
Holy See, they gave a turn to the affair, which 
prevented all noife, without at the fame time 
facrificing thofe principles from which they 
would fuffer no derogation. The pope's brief 
was, agreeably to the wifli of the parliament^ 
confidered as non-exiftent, but not rejefted with* 
the fame publicity that had attended fome 
former tranfadlions. With refpefl: to the decree 
of the Sacred College, it was, for form-fake, de- 
livered to the governor of the Baftille, with an 
injunftion, however, that he fliould, not forward 
it to its deftination. 

But this incident awaked the attention of go- 
vernment to the dangerous pretenfion of the 
foreign cardinals, who affeQed a dependence oa 
two authorities at the fame time, " What 
" means," it was alked, " that oath which obliges 
^\ them to maintain the rights, the honours, and 
" the privileges, of their order ? and a^airi/f wkam 
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^ are they to maintain tfiem ? Can it be againft 
" their temporal fovereign ? Such is the inter- 
•' pretation implicitly contained in the decree 
** of the Sacred College, but which will never 
•* be admitted in France, where it would be 
** thought better for ever to renounce all idea of 
*^ having French cardinals." 

Let us obferve, by. the way, that this fcanda<> 
lous adventure of the cardinal de Rohan oughts 
on various accounts, to be confidered as one of 
the efficient, perhaps even one of the nioft im- 
mediate, caufes of the French revolution, and 
that it was at the fame time one of the fevereflk 
blows that could be leveled at the church of 
Rome. It difgraced the court, degraded what 
%as called the royal anahorityy and prepared the 
public mind for a fevere difculli.on of the rela- 
tions exifting between the catholic ftates and 
the Holy See, and of thofe delicate queftions 
which defpotifm, if it had been prudent, would 
have fuffered to fleep undifturbed, efpecially at 
a peripd when progreffing knowledge led to the 
examination of thofe ridiculous prejudices which 
had no other fan£tion than that of their antiqui- 
ty. How could mankind h^ve retained any re- 
fpeft for that Roman church when they beheld 
the condu£t of one of its princes, whom his own 
imprudence and inconfidersttion,, to fay nothing 
iPTorfCj, had rendered the tool, the confidant, and 
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at length the derifionr of a corrupted court? 
when they faw him, amid the infamy with whicK 
he difgraced himfelf, attempt to retaiit a rem- 
nant of dignity which only ferved to rende? 
more confpicaous the ignominy of his fituatiom ^ 
,The cardinal de Rohan had for his friend an^ 
confidant a certain abbe Georgel, who, on this 
critical occafiod, ferved him with his ufual ad- 
drefs, but with an apoftolic zeal which could 
not be viewed in any other than a ridiculous 
light. In a ne^ cohfiftory held on the third of 
April,^the pope had nominated, to perform the 
functions of the cardinal as biOiop of Strafburgi 
the dean of the chapter of the cathedral there* 
The abb6 Georgel, who was one of his grandr 
vicars, afFefted to imprefs the public with a per- 
fuafion that the fufpenfion of the bilhop's func-' 
lions was but temporary, and to intereft the 
fenfibility of his flock for their pallor's captivity* 
In his ftead he iflued a mandate by which he 
permitted in his diocefe the ufe of eggs during 
the Lent : and in that mandate he compared 
the cardinal to the apoftle Paul ^* writing to the 
** faithful from the recefles of his prifon :" and 
comparing himfelf to Saint PauFs difciple Ti- 
mothy, he expr'efled his hope that people woukj 
pay the fame attention to the difciplfe as to the 
iLpoftle. This double comparifon gave rife to 
f^veraifarc^fm§;.it was aiked,/a$ Rome parti* 
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eularly, whether any account was to be found in 
the Afts of the Apoftles of Paul and Timothy 
having been implicated in a- '^ necklace" bufi- 
nefs. ** The cardinal de Rohan/'. it was faid, 
*^ fuffers, like Saint Paul, for his excefs of faith : 
** but is it for the faith in Jefus Chrift ?'• 

The cardhial . de Bernis did not indulge in 
thofe witticifms : this unfortunate affair caufed 
him various mortifications, and furniflied him* 
with opportunities of difplaying his charaSteriftic. 
goodnefs and moderation. He knew in what 
light he ought to view both the difgraceful trial 
of de Rohan, and ^the pretenfions of the Holy 
Seq: but, as a courtier, he feared the degrada< 
tion of the court, and, as a cardinal, he felt for 
the immunities of the church. He had the— 
courage, will it be called, or weaknefs ?-7rtQ 
undertake the defence of that brief which mili- 
tated againft our principles. He received an 
intimation from Verfailles expreffive of furprife 
that a French prelate fhould feem to approve 
maxims which tended to Xecure to the pope 9 
jurifdiftion over foreign ecclefiaftics. Bernis 
mildly repelled the charge: but, in his anfwer, 
he ventured to defend " thofe privileges, which 
^* had flowed from the piety of kings." — '* It 
** was permitted/* he added, '^ to exclaim againi^ 
** a violation of them, provided there exifted a 
'•^ djfpofition to fubrait if the king thought pro* 

^4 
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^* p6r' to fufpend them. At the fame time he had 
** no obje£tion to make, nor had the pope himfelf, 
" to the meafure which had been adopted*— 
" With refpe£l to the letter written by the Sa- 
" cred College to the cardinal de Rohan, Pius' 
*' wiflied above all things to avoid provoking 
^* any difturbances, but he could not refufe to 
^^ allow that ftep, urged as he had been by the 
^^ folicitations and reproaches of thofe who felt 
^ an intereft in the dignity of the Holy See.** 
. The court of Verfailles condefcended to ad- 
mit his reafons, and even agreed that it oUght to 
do juftice to Pius*s moderation. For this he 
was indebted to the influence of Bernis, and th^e 
temperate prudence of Buoncompagni. The* 
Jatter, notwithftanding the pope's want of affec- 
tion for him, had fufHcient weight to ftifie an 
affair which, at a different time and in other 
hands, might have produced very ferious quar- 
rels. Each party afferted their pretenfions, but 
without ill humour. Some flight triumphs weref 
gained : none was extorted by fotce : none left ( 
behind it any veftiges of animofity. The agents^ 
general of the <?lergy claimed the. immunities of 
their body in favour of the cardinal de Rohau. 
This was one of thofe confervatory a£ls which' 
prove nothing, and which do riot pledge to any 
thing. — ^The internuncio Pieracchi reprefented 
that his miflion had entirely failed of its objeft* 
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if the pope*is brief and the letter from tlie Sa- 
cred College remained in the hands of the go- 
vernor of the Baftille without being feen by 
the cardinal. He was permitted to communi- 
cate them to him : for which purpofe he repair- 
ed to the Baftille, and read them to the cardir 
nal, but without allowing him to take copies of 
them. 

The term of the cardinal's tribulations now 
approached : in the beginning of June, he was, 
by a decree of the parliament, acquitted of the 
crime laid to his charge : from which moment 
ail the pretenfions of the Holy See fell to the 
ground. But, although the cardinal de Rohan 
bad been acquitted by a court of juftice, 
Louis'^ grounds of complaint againft him ftill 
remained undimiflied. He was baniflied to his 
abbey of Chaife-Dieu, and commanded to refign 
the office of grand-almoner. — ^The Holy See, 
however, had not the fame reafons for continu- 
ing its feverity after the decree which had de- 
clared him innocent : the honour of th^ Sacred 
College could defire nothing further; and the 
pope, in a confiftory held on the i8th of June, 
re-inftated him in his cardinalitian dignity. But 
he could not fcreen him from ridicule and 
(hame, or remove the prejudice which fuch an 
adventure excited againft the whole Sacred 
College. 
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; CHAPTER XXIV. 

Ecclejiajtic Reforms undertaken by the Natianat 
Ajjembly of France. 

XTHOUGH the government of France had 
remained an inaftive and fometimes even , a be- 
nevolent fpectator of thofe contefts which the 
court of Rome had hitherto had to fuftain againft 
fo many fovereigns jealous of their temporal au* 
thority, the fenfible part of the nation v;ras never- 
thelefs imprefled with the principles of which 
thofe fovereigns made a tardy application. It 
was by her hiftorians, her canonifts, and efpe* 
cially her philofophers, that they had been pro- 
feffcd with the greateft energy. It was in her 
language, which was become the univerfal lan-» 
guage of enlightened Europe, that they had beea 
developed and brought down to the level of 
every mind : and there was not perhaps, during 
'this litter half of the eighteenth century, a coun- 
try in Europe where men were more tired, than 
in France, of the pretenfions of the Holy See, 
more afliamed of the tributes paid to it by cre- 
dlility, more (hocked by the condu£t of the 
priefts, the opulence of the higher clergy, an4 



that innumerous mob of ay)nk^iwfaojdid not even 
atone for their ii^utility by leading an exemplary 

life. ; _ 

. Among the fuperior claftes, who alone had any 
influence on the government, a perfeft unanimity 
of opinion and of wiihes prevailed relpefttng 
thofe abufes. But to reform them was no eafy 
taikj^ Ahhough the reafon of every enlightened 
man called for their abolition, there were num* 
bers, and tbefe not the leaft powerful, who were 
interefted. in their prefervation. Louis XV.^ 
amid the diforders of a fottifli life, had retained 
a fort of mechanical devotion. A certain in- 
ftinft taught him that his own power, was con- 
ne^ed with that of the church : he did not wifh 
that it fliould become his rival : but he was not 
lorry to fee it reign under him and for him. His 
fucceflfor, who felt a much more genuine devo* 
tion, had inherited the fame maxims. Befides^ 
under both reigns, the clergy, who conftituted 
one of the three orders of the ftate, and even the 
only one which conftantly had a kind of organi- 
(ation, flood as watchful fentinels around the 
throne, and by their fupport repaid the fupport 
they received from it, whenever their own im- 
munities did not come in coUifion with the re« 
gal authority. 

A few fparks of philofophy had even reache I 
at part of that order, who were called the fupe- 
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rior clergy f andtjr tliefe prelatesi, mttcli more? 
ambitious than phSpfophtcal, certain reforms 
had long fince been . projefled ; but they were 
filch as, while they diminifhed the prerogatives 
of the Holy See, were to increafe the pbwer of 
ihofe projectors. They did not wifh a rupture 
with the pontiff, whom they confidered as the 
centre of catholic unity : but neither did tbcy 
choofe to live in feryile dependence on him. 
They were fufficiently perfuaded, 'for inftance, 
that to the fpiritual authority belonged the right 
of granting marriage-difpenfations ; but they 
thought themfelves competent to grant them. 
They participated the general wifti refpefting 
the multiplicity of convents and the enormiFy of 
their wealth : they wifhed to purify and thin the 
ranks of that numerous hoft of ecclefiaftic mili- 
tia,, but not entirely to di{band it. Reduced 
within pifoper bounds, they thought it ufeful for 
the defence of the church, and even, in a certain 
degree, c6ntribiitory to their own confequence, 
as their vanity took a pleafnre in contemplating 
thathierarchy of which. themfelves occupied the 
moft elevated grade. Thu? they were not averfe 
to reforms: on the contrary, they wifhed for 
. them— *not yet aware, that, in^treading that flip-» " 
pery path, one has not always the povfrer of 
flopping where he choofes. Nay, even among 
the lower ciergy, who were the objefts of their 
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difdain, there were men more clear-fightcd than 
they with refpeftto the common interefts of the 
whole ecclefiaftic body. 

Long will be remembered the anfwer given 
hy a monk to Monfieur de Lomenie, fince a car- 
dinal — an anfwer, which, under the fhape of a 
trifling play of words, contained a ftriking pro*- 
phecy whiph fubfequent events have fo fully ac- 
compliflied , Monfieur de Lomenie, at that time 
archbifliop of Touloufe, was prefidcnt of the 
board of commiffioners appointed by the clergy 
to promote the reformation of the monafterieji- 
Converfing one day on his plan with a monk who 
did not entirely co-incide with him in opinion and 
who to the beft of his power defended the caufe of 
his brethren, the archbifhop infilled, and peevilhly 
faid, " Yes ! 'tis a determined point : it is ab- 
** folutely necefTary to reform" this monkery *."- — 
*^ Take carel" replied the other: ^^ after the 
*^ monkery, they will proceed to the priejery, and 
" at length, my lord, to the bijhopry'^ 
^ But'thefuperior clergy were connefted by too 
many links with the throne, and thought their 
exiftence too fecure, to admit of fimilar prefierl- 
tinaents. Befides, how could they forefee ih^ 

. * MomaiJIe, a contemptible mob of monks : fr^irailk and 
mtraille (here rendered />rz£/?^r>' and h'xfhopy) are lyorda of fi- 
hailarlf contemptuous import, coined frona frilre d frieji, and 
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concatenation of events which were footi to ve- 
rify them? With an almoft philofophic courage, 
therefore, they purfued that kind of reformatioa 
which was not likely to reach themfelves* The 
court of Rome began to be alarmed at their 
proceedings in the year 1787, the period when 
the* papacy fuffered the moft painful wounds 
from all quarters except France: , The French 
clergy were affembled in one of thofe periodical 
meetings where they determined the amount of 
the contributions which they (hould pay to the 
king under the denomination of a free gift ; 
and they haxl manifefted a difpoiition to attempt 
the fupprellion of certain abufes. ' The pope 
was on the point of addreffing to them a moni* 
tory letter to divert them from thofe innovations 
whiqh were gaining ground^ in feveral ftates. 
He communicated his intention to the cardinal 
de Bemis, who combated it with that afcen-. 
dency which he always pofleffed over Pius, and 
which increafcd on critical occafions ; and he 
fucceeded in perfuading his holinefs that the 
meafure was ** at leaft ufelefs/* 

In fa8:, our government was now in its turn 
entering the career of reforms alarming to the 
Holy See. We had obtained the fuppredion of 
the order of Celeftines in France: during the 
courfe of the fame year, 1787, we demanded, 
and in a tone which admits not a refufal from 
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a. Weaker 'power, that the CeleflineS of the 

Comtat of Avigilon fliould alfo be fuppreffed ! 

dnd, without giving to the pope any notice of 

Our intention, we feifed the property which thofe 

monks poffeffed in our territory. The court of 

Rome fighed at that violent proceeding, and 

cfpecially at the ungracious mjinner in which it 

took place : but they fighed in fecret,not choofing 

to alienate a government which had hitherto 

been the proteftor and comforter of the Holy 

See. At the fame time a decree of the privy- 

touncil fuppreffed the ancient Obfervance * of 

Cluni : and it was only by the voice of public 

fame that the pope was informed of the trans- 

aSion! It is true, we did nothing more than 

exert our juft rights : but we had not accuftomed 

Pius to fuch mortifications. 

Still more poignant was his grief when he 
firft received intelligence of an edi6t tending to 
meliorate the Tit nation of the proteftants ia 
^ France. Even cardinal Buoncompagni himfelf, 
temperate as he was in every thing which did 
not immediately affeft the interefts of the holy 
Ronian church, viewed that aft with the eyes 
of a catholic prieft. He did not fcruple to be 
ambitious, jealous, avid of glory, to purfue a 

* Some of tbe religious orders were fplit into fcfts and par- 
ties, the one valuing themfelves on a more rigid obfer<i^anci o£ 
their original rules, than the others. Hence the term. 
VOL. JI. t 
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licentious courfe of life fo feverely prohibited by 
that religion whofe welfare was fo dear to him : 
he fancied that God was much lefs ofFended by 
his irregularities than he would be on feeing a 
, period put in France to the perfecution of fome 
millions of peaceable fubjefts, who did nqt 
think as he thought, but who led a fomewhat 
more exemplary life. Already he trembled left 
the indulgence ihould be carried fo far as to al- 
low them the public exercife of their mode of 
worfliip. 

He recovered, however, from his alarm on obr 
fervijig that the edict proceeded no farther than 
granting them the civic charafter, to infure the 
legitimate exiftence of their children. " But 
" if* — faid he to the cardinal de Bernis, who 
was the more readily difpofed to adminifter com- 
fort to him, as he had feemed to participate his 
apprehenfions — " if, as the report had prevailed, 
'* there had been queftion of eftablifhing in 
^* France that toleration which is fo much vaunted 
" in an age that calls itfelf philofophic, his ho- 
" linefs could not )iave avoided oppofing to that 
" dangerous innovation his paternal but ener- 
'^ getic remonllrances." 

At Rome, however, the pope and his mini- 
fters were the perfons who received with the 
greateft refignation that firft effort of tolerance • 
the reft of the iSagred College were thrown by it 



?hto the deepeft confternation : and, in the 
alarm felt by their hypocritic zeal, they would 
even have ' voted for feme meafare which they 
might have called vigorous, but which the reft 
of the world would have juftiy confidered as im-* 
prudent, and which would, have produced no 
other effe£l than that of accelerating their down- 
fall. But Pius's moderation checked thenu. 
Why fliould we not do him the juftice to 
which he is entitled on this occafiori ? Why 
fliould we, violating truth under pretence of 
ferving the caufe of philofophy, render him 
more odious than he really was ? We will af- 
fert, then— at the rifle of roufing the indignation 
of thofe modern fanatics who infift that their 
enemy did not, could not, take any fteps that 
were not criminal — that Pius afted, under thofe 
xircurhftances, with as temperate prudence as a 
pope poflibly could. Not a harfli expreffion 
emanated from his pen ; not an intolerant piece 
iflTued from the Roman prefs. The pontiff con- 
tented himfelf with writing to the cardinal of 
Sens, who had juft been elevated to the pofl: of 
prime-minifter of France ; and the purport of 
his letter was to congratulate him on his promo- 
tion, and to recommend to his care the catholic 
religion. It is true, he faw a ground of confi- 
dence in what he termed the " piety'* of Louis 
p 2 
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XVI. : it is true alfo that the cardinal de Bernis? 
ufed all his exertions to keep him within the., 
bounds of modetation : but was there not fome^ 
merit in following a prudent counfel at fuch a cri- 
tical moment ? T^hat prudence, however, was but 
tranfient : the influence of the cardinal de Bernis 
was very far from exclufive : it was often coun* 
terbalanced by that of fome theologifts equally 
blind as obftinate, of fome lawyers who fwayed 
the pontiff by means of that which moft fiic- 
cefsfully operated upon his mind — by flattery. 

At this period the cardinal de Bernis ought ta 
have infpired the pope with greater confidence 
in him, becaufe, although perhaps he might not 
internally approve his holinefs's maxims, at leaft 
he adopted his language, even when addrefling 
his own court. He conjured them to regard* 
not the pontiff's complaints (he uttered none), 
but his anxieties. He was.himfelf, he faid, not 
far from conceiving fimilar, unealinefe :. he was 
afraid the development of the principles con- 
tained in the edi6l relative to th(^ proteflants 
would fhake the foundations of the eftajbliflied 
religion in France: then proceeding to notice 
the Obfervance of Cluni fo abruptly fuppreflfed, 
it grieved him,, he faid, that France, which had 
fet the example of refpe^ for the Holy See, had 
been deficient in it on that occafion by not in^- 
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'Viting the pontiff to concur by a brief in effeft- 
iiig that I'eform. 

But the die was caft. The French court, 
though fyftematically moderate in its condu£t 
toward that of Rome, was obliged to yield to 
the torrent of public opinion, which laboured 
to over-rule the government until able to over- 
turn it. Even the clergy, notwithftanding the 
fanatic wifhes of fome members of their body, 
notwithftanding the interefted wilhes of almoft 
the whole order^ naturalifed fome principles of 
politica-l eeconomy amid the prejudices of catho- 
Kcifm. They fufFered knowledge to diifufe its 
rays among the people, becaufe they could not 
Imother its light with impunity, ox without dan" 
ger to themfelves. They admitted fome maxims 
of that toleration whofe voice was heard by 
every man of unwarped mind and honeft heart, 
*n the hope that by making flight facrifices they 
might evade the neceffity of greater and more 
painfuU It was a kind of alliance — or, if you 
pleafe, compromife — which they formed with the 
philofophers for the purpbfe of diminifhing the 
influence of the latter, or at leaft participating 
it. But the clerical body, of which one of the 
principal members had juft been placed at the 
Tiead of the miniftry, found the philofophers lefs 
generous, or more perfeverant in the purfuit of 

P3 



their plan, than had been expe£led. Their fitft 
fuccefles, inftead of difarming, infpirited them 
with additional courage. - The affembly of thjC 
notables was the firft theatre which exhibited an 
energetic development of thofe principles that 
were deftined to regenerate France : it was there 
that the bold fpirit of reform made trial of its 
ftrength 5 and from that moment our nation muft 
have feen what it had to hope for, and the court 
of Rome what they had to fear. 

During the interval which elapfed between 
th^ period of this affembly and that of the ftates- 
general, the court, which was already alarmed 
on its own account, and faw that the fituation 
of the finances was one of the principal fubjeflts 
on which it would be obliged to anfwer, began 
an anxious examination of the contributions of 
various kinds vvhofe weight preffed on the fhoul- 
ders of the people. That which they paid to 
the court of Rome appeared one of thofe from 
which they ought in the firft place to be re- 
lieved. That tribute had long been viewed by 
philofophy, and even by rational religion, as ri- 
diculous on the part of thofe who paid it, (hame- 
ful on the part of him who accepted it. Had 
it even been moderate, it would neverthelefs 
have deferved thofe two epithets : but people 
indignantly exclaimed againft the enormity of 
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the fums which annually flowed from France to 
Rome. Many perfons were perfuaded that they 
amounted to feveral millions: and that idea 
would have been juft, if the annats, that is to 
fay the entire produce of one year's incolne, had 
beed (lri£liy paid on each appointment, to the 
confiftorial benefices. But, on the one hand, at 
the time when the eoncordatum was concluded, 
each of th6fe benefices had, in the table of rates 
annexed to that treaty, been eftimated much be- 
low its real value ; and, on the other, each new 
poffeflbr of fuch benefices almoft invariably ob- 
tained a confiderable reduftion of the fum whicK 
by that valuation he was bound to pay. 

The foHowing fumnlary, taken from the data' 
rto's office itfelf, will prove how far people were 
miftaken in that refpeft. 

From the firft of January 1779 to the end of 
December 1788, the fees of every kind paid by 
French fubjects amounted to the fum of fevea 
hiindred thoufand three hundred and fixty-nine 
Roman crowns, and eighty bajocchi — about three 
millions fix hundred and feventy-fix, thoufand 
nine hundred and thirty^eight livi^es, fourteen 
fols*. 

• * One hundred and fifty- three thoufand two hundred and 
five pounds, fifteen fhillings, and feven pence, fteriing. 

P 4 
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They confided of the following articles*-* 

, Rom. Crown. Baj. LWres. Solv 

J*or confijftorial matters, bi- 
ihoprics, abbeys, inilitu- 
tions, unions, 446^002 90 

yor beneficiary matters, bujls, 

provilions, vacancies by 

deceafe^ ccMidjutorihips, 

refignations, indults, fe- 

cularifations, habitations, 
• difpenfations on account 

of age r - - - - 58,050 

For marriage difpenfations 177^928 
for iimple copies of deeds 

and letters of nominations 

as fees for anticipated pof- 

felfipn -p . s-\. , - 18,38; 



64 

55 



70 



Total 700,369 80 
Which, taken on an average of years, made 
the annual fum of - r r - - - 



3>676,938 14 
367,693 17^ 



During the year 1788, it is true, thefe pay- 
ments had been heavier thari in the preceding 
years, becaufe the promotions had been more 
numerous. The fum would have amounted to a 
hundred and ninety-eight thoufand four hundred 
crowns : but the cardinal de Bernis obtained £t 
reduction of it to a hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand eight hundred and thirteen^^ or about 
• fix hundred and fixty thoufand five hundred and 
eighteen livres, five folsf. 

* Fifteen thoufand three hundred and t>\^enty pounds^ 
eleven ihillings, and {i:i. pence halfpenny, fterling. 

t Twenty-feven thoufand five hundred and twenty-onq 
pounds, eleven iliillings, and ten pence halfpenny, fterling. 
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^ Such were the refults prefented to Louis 
XVI/s council in the month of March 1789. 

Although they fell materially (hort of the idea 
which had been formed of that tribute, the 
court neverthelefs thought that the payment of 
even fuch a fum mull prove very burden- 
fome; efpecially in the exifting critical ftate of 
the finances ; and therefore it wiihed to affume 
to itfelf the merit of fupprefling it. But the 
cardioal de Bernis flood forth as the advocate of 
the Holy See: he repref^nted that it was in pur- 
fuance of the concordatum that thofe moderate 
contributions were paid ; that, in affairs of that 
nature, innovations were dangerous ; that he 
had invariably laboured to obtain as great abate- 
ments as poflible, &c. 

The idea of fupprefTion had not originated iu 
a fit of ill-will : the French government re- 
nounced it for the prefent; and the court of 
Rome thought a part of its revenues was faved. 
But how great were its alarms, and thofe even 
of Bernis himfelf, when they read, in the pro- 
ceedings of f^veral of the bailiwicks, violent 
declamations againft the enormous fums whicl|- 
France paid fordifpenfations, bulls, &c. Bernis 
undertook to defend the caufe of the papacy, not 
only as a theologifl, but alfo as a ftatefmar>jf 
f' They are then ignorant/* faid he in writing 
Xo Ycrfaillcs, *^ that thofe enormms fums do not, on 
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** an average, annually amount to more than 
*' four hundred thoufand livres*; that the im- 
" portation of our fugars and coffee into the 
" Ecclefiaftical State caufes a return of four times 
^' that fum to France; that aJl Rome aie clad 
** in our fluffs of Lyons ; that if t'ie pontiff were 
'* to give to the Englifli that preference over us 
" which they folicit, and which in a fit of re- 
" fentment he might be induced to grant, we 
** fhould lofe more than we could gain by the 
'* fupprefiion." 

Thefe arguments might have appeared plaufi- 
ble to a court which had reafon to fear fetting the 
example of reform : but they had no weight 
with an affembly whom the voice of the people 
imperioufly commanded to undertake the work 
of reformation; and the payment of the an- 
nats was one of the firft abufes removed by the 
ftates-general. 

At the news of this event, a deep and uni- 
. verfal conftcrnation prevailed in the capital of 
the catholic world. Bernis himfelf, the cool, 
the moderate, the philofophic Bernis, could not 
Avithout extreme difficulty fubmit to this firft 
blow ftruck at his immenfe revenue. The fup- 
preffion of the annats alone deprived him of 

♦ About fixteen thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix pounds 

fterlingi 
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between twenty and thirty thoufand livres per. 
annum. That of the tithes foon followed, and 
proved yet mpre fatal to him. The chief part of 
his income from the archbifliopric of Alby, from 
his priory of La Charitfi-fur-Loire, and of his 
two other abbeys; was in tithes. He bitterly 
complained of a treatment " fo unforefeen and, 
" fo unmerited/* as he afferted. " He certainly 
" enjoyed a brilliant fortune : but all Europe 
" knew in what manner he had employee! it 
*' during the laft twenty years. Already ftand- 
" ing on the brink of the grave, would he in 
** future have fufficient for his own fupport, 
*' after having given bread to fuch numbers ?'* 

His firft ftep was to reform his houfehold. 

But thefe. complaints of a fingle individual^ 
however eftimable he might be in other refpefits, - 
were drowned and loft amid the loud cries ut- 
tered by the Roman court and its dependents* 
*' Behold/' faid they on every fide, " the con- 
** cordatum violated, the clerks and fecretaries 
*' ruined, the popemuch worfe treated by France 
" than he has been by Jofeph II.l'V Pius un- 
doubtedly participated thofe painful feelings: 
but he had for fome time fufficient felf-command 
to refrain from giving them vent. He was on 
the point of writing to the king a fuppliant let- 
ter : but it was not the king who aimed the 
ftrokes that were inflifted on him. Bernis re- 
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commended to him refignation, which himfelf 
found fo difficult of praftice in his own cafe. ' ' 
The pope contented himfelf with ordering 
public prayers for the relief of the neceffities of 
the church. He might be pardoned for em- 
ploying that confolation : but that was not the 
only balm of which his wounded bofom ftood in 
need. At hi§ invitation Bernis waited on him ; 
he found him in affliftion, but without weaknefs, 
full of refpeftful confidence in the affiftance of 
heaven and the religious difpofition of the king 
of France. The zelantiy who had lefs faith in' 
thofe refources, thought he had others ftill re- 
maining of a more efficacious nature. They ad- 
vifed him to pen a brief in which devotion 
and theologic erudition (hould lend each other 
mutual aid, and in which he Ihould fpeak a 
language fuitable for the head of the church. 
He refitted their fuggeftions, and contented him- 
felf with writing to Louis a fuppliant and pa- 
ternal letter, perfuaded that the national aflem- 
bly, already fo formidable, would not in this 
inltance take his conduft amifs. The fuccefs of 
his letter was fuch as he might have expefted : 
very fortunately for him, it produced no efFe£l 
whatever. 

Although meafures of energy followed each 
other in rapid fucceffion, ftill however the na- 
ipnal affembly fliowed fom« remnant of defe- 
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T€nce for the head ' of the chufch : they wiflied 
him to explain his fentiment^ refpefting the re^ 
forms which had been made in it. The pontiff 
defired a fecond conference with the cardinal de 
Bernis. ** I will," faid he to him, " confent to 
" the fuppreflion of the annats, fo far as per-. 
** fonally concerns myfelf : but I cannot give a 
.** categoric anfwer without the concurrence of 
" the other parties interefted, efpecially the car- 
" dinals, whofe propine are founded on the reve- 
•* nue of the annats." He confulted the three 
cardinals who were chiefs of the ecclefiaftic or- 
ders — Albani, of that of the bifliops — Bor* 
romeo, of the priefts — Altieri/ of the curates. 
Thefe cardinals, evidently perceiving that all 
refiftance would be inefleftual, confented to the 
fuppreflion of the annats, ** but without noife,^' 
added they, " without derogation from exifting 
" treaties." It is not very eafy to difcover what 
falvo they hoped to eflablifli by that claufe. 
Bernis however exulted in this trifling fuccefs : 
but it was the laft : he had now nought further 
to expeft than misfortunes for the Sacred College 
and hirafelf. He attempted to make interceflion 
in favour of thofe fecretaries and clerks of the 
chancellery and datario*s office who had pur- 
qhafed their employments, and who were necef- 
fary to us fo long as there fliould exift any relations 
between France and the Holy See 



2£3 

feut the moft painful wound had not yet been 
iofli6ted. It was given on the fecond of No- 
vember 1789, when a decree of the national af- 
fembly pronounced all the poffeffions of the 
jclergy to be national property. This decree ex- 
^ cited the indignation of the Sacred College :, on 
Pius its only effeft was confternation ; and he 
faid to thofe about his perfon, " I forefee great 
** misfortunes : but I will perfift in my filence/* 
His fmall remaining (lock of moderation was 
gradually exhaufted by thefc trials. His fe- 
cretary of ftate, Zelada, fucccffor to Buoncom- 
pagni, was a man of keen fubtiie charaSVer : his 
manner was mild and affable; and he would 
have filled his poft with propriety in ordinary 
circumftances : but, at fuch a tempeftuous fea- 
fon as this, his want of energy and genuine dex- 
terity rendered him very inadequate to the talk. 
The influence of his moderation, however, 
concurred in preventing the imprudent fteps 
which the pontiff might have taken in the year 
X789, and from which he forbore. They both 
faid, and their conduft proved their words to 
be in unifon with their thoughts, that •' by 
*• breaking filence in thefe times of agitation 
" and trouble, they would only increafe the 
u ^vil." — Soon, neverthelefe, fhall we fee the 
pope breaking his filence, and augmenting the 
mifchief which he hoped to prevent. 
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It is true, the ftrokes leveled at his anti* 
qua ted immunities were daily increafing. Be- 
fore the conclufion of that year which had aK 
ready been fo fatal to him, the king Was in^ 
vited by a decree to forbear nominating to any 
beneficf^ until the general plan relative to tha 
clergy (hould be prefented. This was the com^ 
pletion of the cardinal de Bernis' forrows ; and 
he was heard mournfully to fay on this oc- 
cafion, *^ Lo ! the cardinal-prote£tor of France 
*' is left without functions and without emor 
*^ luments !" He had never injured any perfon: 
he'was old and infirm ^ and it would have beea 
Cruel not to pity him; but it is in the very na- 
ture of great meafares fuch as thofe by which he 
fuffered, to ftrike at random and without refpeft 
of perfons. 

Hitherto, however, the attacks had been 
wholly confined to the pope's fpiritual authority ; 
but the moment was now come when a part of 
what he called his patrmony was to be invaded^ 
Bouche/one of the deputies from Provence, wa3 
the firfl: to exprefs a wiili for the re-union of the 
CJomtat of Avignon to the French monairehy. 

That petty tract of country had been a fource 
of frequent difputes between the kings of France 
and the popes. The legitimacy of its acquifir 
tion by the Holy See had remained problematical 
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amotig hiftonans, but inconteftable among thu 
tranonifts. This queftion, which the French go- 
rernment confented to leave undecided while 
on. good terms with the pontiff, was decided by 
overt a£t whenever it had any caufe of com- 
l^laint againft him. Thus, twice in a fingle 
century — ^the firft time under Louis XIV., the 
other under his fucceifor— the Comtat had been 
feifed by France, in whofe hand this was an ef- 
feftual mean of chaftifing thofe popes with 
whom (he was diffatisfied. At the epoch of 
Clement XIV /s elevation to the papacy (he had 
been in poflTeflSon of it (ince the time when Cle- 
ment XIII. had incurred her difpleafure by his 
ridiculoufly fanatic conduft toward the duke of 
Parma. The long-expefted bull, which fup^ 
prefTed the order of the Jcfuits, was, in 1774, 
the (ignal of reconciliation, and was foon fol- 
lowed by the reftitution of the Comtat. 

From that period, however, the polTeffion of it 
was no longer fo peaceably enjoyed by the Holy- 
See as it had been in times paft. The pontiff ex- 
perienced fome contrarieties from the tax-farm- 
crs, who wi(hed to extend to it the fale of fait : 
his right to certain tolls was contefted : in aboli(h- 
ing the order of the Celeftines in France, we 
maintained that the fuppreflion ought alfo tq 
include the city of Avignon ^ and, as a prelU 



the-propertyvwhich thofem^fiks pc^^flfeflcd in out 
teratory. :• , •••• '.■•.:•• .../-•■ 

;:Thefe petty* clifpuies werel'affkirs:6f'^^oM- 
derabie magnitude forthe 'Holy- Seel, aftd •parti^ 
ifculafly {of ifs vice-lefgate. ' They pfepkfed'tlid 
j][Ul)}i<x mind for a revolution. People begafih t6 
view* with impatientveye a fmall ftate incloied 
within the-Jbotoids of a ^great kingdom, and/ by 
its piofition, often ferving.asthe^haxrnt of rob^ 
bers .and affiafding. fliehisr :to fmuggle<-s: ihcf 
exiamined more attentively by vvhat title a f<j>f eJgii 
prieft::poBeffed'a; property lia -the interior 'of 
France ;i and doubts were raiied concernifig ifs 
legitimaey; • ' : '■ \ : - . ' ' 

^ The inhabitants of Avignoii and of the C^rii^ 
tat were even at this time divided: isnto.' ti^'o' 
parties. The one— whichi it raiift be oWrrerd; 
was the more- numerous-*-bore^ withaut ^^ritutiJ 
muring, « yoke which. th:e:{popes had; almoftb^ 
way$ rendered Hght.s . Thqr cfew thiemfelves oek 
the fame footing with/the nativesr of :FraKce^-in 
every advantageous point of view.;- and,, asrrfufai: 
jeiJs of he poj[jd,* th*y enjcgred 'fome' privileges; 
which the Erenich.-fdid «t)t.-partifci.pate'. 'Thejr- 
were "not oveiburdened wi<h taxes^tiahd in-tlie 
feefylenefs. of the Ron^ gwemmenrihey faw^ 
nought bat:mildnefsk.-¥:^JEh£.:odienj; dm the cor.-* 
trary, felt their indignation rqifed- by tke idea? oft 
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being enAavedto a pontifT, zxA regretted tliat 
they Were not completely members of a nation 
whidi, even under the monarchy, a€ted n conh 
fpicuous part. Thefe latter had for their ad-^ 
herents all the men of energetic minds, all tbofe 
whofe philofophic penetration could form a juft 
idea of prieftly ufurpation and tyranny; all thofe 
♦vrhofe turbulent fpirit delighted in ihnoTation. 

Such were the difpofitions ofpeople^s minds 
in the Comtat when the fiirft ihouts of li*- 
berty were heard in France^ The icientity of 
manners and language, vicinity, and the tnulti^ 
plicity of exifting relations, produced fuch ef- 
fect as muft naturally have been expe£ted ; and 
the inhabitants were loon jn unifon with the reft 
of the French. In Auguft 1789 they already 
had their national guards : foon after, a deputa*^ 
tion from Avignon petitioned for the re-'union 
of their city with France. They did not yet 
fpeak the general wifh of their concitizens ; but 
it was now eafy to forefee the fate of the Comtat* 

A foon as intelligence was received there of 
the motion made by Bouche, the adminiftratton 
appointed by the pope declared their refohition 
of continuing faithful to his holinefs. 
• Meanwhile, however, the people affembled^ 
^md, without yet Ihakiag off the papal yokey 
framed for themfeLves auewconftitution. There, 
as elfewhere, the public voice was imperious : 
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tlievice*legate, to retain at leaft a fliadow 6( 
authority, wifhed that this incipitot revolution 
Ihould appear to be his work, and gave his fanc-t 
tion to the new conftitution. But the court . of 
Rome, who thought themfelves at ^ diftanco 
from the danger, were lei's accommodating : i& 
April 1790, a bull arrived at Avignon Wbicfe 
Annulled all the ordinances extorted from the 
Vice-legate^ and prohibited the papal commif- 
doners to publifh them. From that period, 
Avignon became a theatre of diflbnfions that 
drenched with blood the beautiful diftrift of 
ivhich that city i$ the capital. The details of 
tbofe tranfa£lions belong to the hiftory of the 
French revolution ; and we will here notice fuch 
particulars only as have a dired relation to the 
pontificate of Pius VI. 

His bull had brought to Avignon the feeds of 
difcdrd. The vice-legate, no longer thinking 
himfelf fafe there, retired to Carpentras, where 
he protefied againfb all that had been done* 

Meanwhile the French party faw the number 
of their partifans rapidly increafing i sxA on the 
twenty-fixth of .Oftober the nine diftriSs of the 
Gomtat unanimoufly expreffed their wifh to l>e 
incorporated with the department of the Mouths 
of Rhone. Soon after thisi the oppofite party 
gained a temporary afcendency. The courts of 
Rome proceeded no farther than intriguing in 
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the Cdmtat, and had avoided dll explanation 6(' 
itsifentimentsrefpeftingthofe innovations which 
appeared to be defired by the majority of the in- 
habitants. Its partifans, affefting to a£l as th^ 
organs of the entire diftrift, fent to the pope a , 
deputation announcing to him that it was thd 
uhanimous and earneft wilh of the people to 
adopt the French cotiftitution, and conjuring 
him no longer to perfeVere in a fileftcei of which' 
the <ioiitibuWion might produce a rupture of the 
focial c6mpaft: " but/* added the deputies, 
*^ if his holiiiefs accept the decrees of the Freiich 
'^ conftituent aflertibly relative to the civil or- 
*'- ganifationof the clergy, the Conitat will re- 
"main inviolably attached to him, and will 
** immediately declare any ufurpation 6f its ter^ 
'^ n\oxy to ht high treqfon agAinft fociety J* 

Pius was too much infatuated 'wilh the immii- 
nities of the Holy See, and too ill advifed, to 
adopt fuch a mezzo t ermine. A hatred of Frendh 
principled was become 6nfe of the dogmata of 
the Sacred C^llege^ The equivocal conduft of 
the pontiff and of his vifte-legate wfeakiftried the 
party who Were op^ofed to the union. On re* 
virfutionaty ground one firft^ bold' ftep is foon 
followed by another, -"efp'eti^Iiy when the hand 
of power is at fuch a .diftance as to leave a con- 
fident hop6 of impunity. The affembly of the 
Comtat declared that thev ceafcd to confider the 
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vice-legate as the pope's reprefentative, an^ 
prohibited all futiire applications to him under 
the penalties of prevarication. They did not 
however decree an abfoliite di?jun£tion froqni the 
papacy, but named three confervatorSy who fwore 
allegiance to " the nation, the law, and the 
« Holy See." ' .. 

Avignon, now become the centre or irifucreig- 
tion, outftripped the reft of the Coratat in the 
revolutionary career. On' the feventh or J^V 
bruary 1791 it celebrated the feftiyal of tjje /q- 
deration.' The archbifliop and. his^ ' c(ergv.. re- 
fufing to take the civic bath, jhe corftmrnj^ jde- 
clared the archbifhop to have forfeited his digr 
xiity, and deprived' the'canoris of their prebends. 
•At length, tov;^ai?d the middf^ of March,, .the 
Avignonefe abrogated the pope'^ temporal fovQ- 
rfeighty over them^ and feifed his revenues. C.ar- 
pentras ftill continued refratfofy, an^ determine^ 
tO'perfevere in its fonrfer alfegiance to him. 
■ But. the hour was now approaching when the 
fate of the Comtat was to be definitively deter- 
mined. The national aflembly made it the fub- 
jeft of their delibierations in the month of Aprils 
Bouche proved that there was a plurality of 
fourteen thoufand vofes in favour of the 'union : 
Menou, bv d diplomatic difcuffion, proved the , 
Javvfulnefs of the meafiire ; and it was voted in 
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fpite of all the oratory and erudition dlfplaycd 
by Maury. But it was not carried into eflfefl: 
without the moft violent difturbances, excited 
by the intrigues of the court of Rome, and 
which, during all the remainder of the year 
1 791, rendered the unfortunate Comtat a theatre 
of horrors, 

It may naturally be fupppfed that the re-union 
of the Comtat with France was reprefented a| 
Rome in the moft odious colours. But the Ro- 
man court had not waited for this provocatiop 
before tfeev gave the moft decifive proofs of thc?y 
}U-wiil to the French, Pius's moderation had 
coft him too violent an exertion of felf'^oipmand 
to be of long continviance. The fear of a revo^ 
lution ferved him at firft a$ a pretext for perfci* 
cuting the individuals of our nation. Whoever 
was known to be a najtive of France and not to 
profefs principles contrary to thofe which fee 
had adopted, v^as branded as a patrhtr^T^ name 
which, in the vocabulary of the Roman govern-* 
ment, defignated a man worthy of being impri- 
foned, banifhed, or at leaft ftriftly watched. 
That government fucceffively paffed from bold- 
nefs to terror, from defpotic meafures to religioufl^ 
mummeries. In Auguft 1791, it wasf alarmed 
by a pretended confpiracy faid to be plotted by 
X\\9 unfortunate prifon?rs who^it h^d cpnfinc4 
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in the caftle of Samt-Angelo. It releafcd them, 
and ordered them to be conduced out of the 
territqry of the Ecclefiaftical State. 

Caglioftro's affair was cojinefiled with thefe 
fufpicions and perfecutions. After the (hame- 
ful trial on the fubjeft of the necklace, that 
famous impoftor, having quitted France, and 
peragrated England, Holland^ S\yit2;erland, had 
rajiged through Italy, had fpent fome time at 
l^apl^^, and thi&qc^ returned to JRome^ wher^ 
fee h94 m^rrl^ii I^renzia Feli<:iani, who, under 
the Qam^ of Serafina, has been feen in France 
participating h\$ intriguer, his adventures, and 
|iis misfortjune^^ It appear^ that (he was th<9 
imo^^diate pau((p of his arreft. Caglioftro ^av^ 
ber very harih treatment : (he contrived to 
f^fcape from \ii^ tyranny ; and as her huiband, 
mff^Q was an fsnemy to every otb^r worfliip except 
^aaf, of the fantMtiC brings w})ich he caufed to 
}ffi adored by fppis, bad preveQt^d her from pro^ 
fftfll^g her relji^ion, the firft ufe (he made of her 
U^S^y W^^ i9^ go to confeflion. She difclofed 
tohfif ghoftly flirefjtor all the dangerous fchemes 
pf i!^l)iph ihe w^ the involuntary confidante and 
ja^ccprnplicej and prayed him to denounce them 
t9 the. government. It y/zs in confequence of 
tliis deppnciation tha^ Cagljoftro had been ar- 
f^d pn the twenty-eighth of December y 89^ 
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pud immured in the dungeons of the iDquifition. 
In fearchingihishoufe, littte money was found } 
but there werfc jewels and' rich- clothes, and^ 
among others, fome Turkiftiidpefles. ; ' 

- Hitherto nothing fead appeared* whrch' copid 
afford reafon for treating him with rigor : but ere 
long, in different hqufe^ at Rome which be had 
hired, written proofs wer^e difcovered of a. con-, 
fpiracy that he had fornaed againft the city, 
againfl the Ecdefiaflical ^tate, and againft .the 
pope himfelf* The tedibufe examinatibn of his ' 
caufe produced fufpicioris that he was a partifaa 
of the " FrertCh principles/' The proceedings 
were long and fecret, and gave rife to a variety 
of Conjefitures. At length', bn thefixtewkh of 
April 1791, he !«ecdved Ms fentence, by which 
he -was condemned lo perpetual imprHbnmenK 
His wife, who, as the reward- df -her informal 
tion, l^ad befen arrefted at the-&tnfe time witU 
hinri,- was (hut up in a convent. For a while 
th<5ughts • were entertairieid oP-put^infg him to 
death: but, for that purpofe^-ilf ivdold havebef^a 
inetefTary to have his trial profecuted to jcrrfg^ 
inent by the Holy Office, ahd to. condemn him, 
for th^ crime o{ Jorcery:^ TJiiswoald have been 
adding ridicule to horror: and^' the court of 
RiDme was afraid to put tW^ additional W€!a|3forx 
ftito/Ae hand of ^ philgfopjiy,' which^ ikeiii'dy 



SS3 

combated with fo great advantage. He was 
transferred to the caftle of Santo-Leone in the 
duchy of Urbino, 

The world remained fome time ignorant of 
the real crimes for which be w^s puni(he4- 
l^is trial, however, was afterward publiflied by 
piece-meal; the pope allowing this deviatipii 
l>om tbe general riile which required that fuch 
proceedings fliould remain Btified in' Ae moft 
profound fecrecy. -The publication'crf his trial 
informed the Giiriou's itlqiilrier that thereat crime's 
of 'Gaglioftro were his being or af leaft |)retend- 
ing to be initiated in the myfteries of Egyptian 
fre^maforiry, and in thofe of the feft of the il- 
Tumifeati . ' To the eyes of that ignorant ' anrf fa- 
natic court' of Ronie, this -appeared iufficient to 
'provfe hitn clofely' corineQfcd With' thoffe pnrici- 
ples which 'were at oirce^'dt'eadedby d'efj^btic 
authority arid' by orthodoxy-. ' ' -• - ' - 

' But, in fpitfe of ^11 the efforts of the Hfbly 
See, ' they were making rapid progrefs : they 
even fpread beyond the' lithits of France. ^iti 
the beginning of the year 1 791 there ^ppeareci 
at Venice a'philblbphic treatile on the intendifltj-. 
in which the language of the gofpel was t!iir$ 
parodied—** Verily, verily, I fay linto you, the 
•^' empire bfreafon is at hand ; and the thunders 
^f of the Vatican (hall not pf evail agaihft it.** / 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

Injur ies^ received hy Fr and from the Court of JRamef^ 

Jl lUS, however, ftill periifted in the neutrality 
which he had profefled fince the commenee- 
ment of our troubles. Such condufi was nqt 
pleaiing to the m^ority of the members of tb>e 
Sacred College : they recommended to the holy 
felJjer what they called fmme/s : they hoped 
thu3 to produce a fchifm in France, and to.fave 
there at leail a part of the immunities of the 
church. A fchifm held out Uie profpeQ of 
^'faithful fervants oppofed to rebellious fons: 
^^ and was it not better to divide the family thaa 
** fufFer it to be entirely lo(l ? It was, after all, 
** only ordering the amputation of ibme rotten 
** branches, for the fake of faving the -trunk/' 
The^o^.JRomans xelied at the. fame time 94 
fuccefs in another way^ and employed the a^t^ 
of intrigue in France to procure it. They 
hoped that the king would fet to the orthodox 
party an impoflng example by refuiing to re» 
ceive the facrament from the facrikgiws hands 
of an mfamtms wretch w}io had taken the path 
(fuch were their charitable expreffions). But 
.Louis was not yet entirely led affray by his coun^ 
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fellors> and refufed to the Sacred College the 
gratification of that triumph. . 

Soon after, a new fubjeft arofe which gave 
additional pain to the Roman court. One of 
thofe infamous wretch^ who had taken the oath 
«— Gobel, the new bifliop of Paris,— ^iffued a man* 
date, in which, to calm (as he faid) Ihe con- 
fciences of his flock, he enumerated a lift of 
Jioly bHhops who had all been elefted by the 
people. The pope was now fenfibly alarmed, 
und mournfully faid— i" I forefee it ! France will 
f* efcape irom me !" To prevent that misfor* 
tune, he formed the refolution of puni(hing thofe 
refraftory prelates who had fct the example of 
Revolt from the Holy See. Toward the end of 
April) a brief was received at Paris, figned with 
the name of Pius, followed by the fignatufe of 
the abb6 Royou, in which the former bifliop of 
Autun was fufpended from his fun£iions, and 
declared ex:communicate at the expiration of 
forty days, unlefs he returned to a fenfe of his 
druty* It has bec^ aflerted that an auto-da-fe wb^ 
celebrated at Rome, at which his effigy made a 
confpicuqus figure, clad in a fambenito : hut this 
tvas a tale invented by fome wag who wiflied 
to fumiih a counterpart to what really hap- 
pened at Paris, where the pope's efligy, de- 
corated with all bis pontifical robes, bad been 
Ifurned by the multitude in the intoxication of 
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fi fanaticifm very different from that which had 
aduated their anceftors. 

The attention of the court of Rome was en- 
gaged by, more ferious trifles. Although the 
cml cobftitution of the clergy now feemed to ba 
n^rJy forgotten, the Holy See was zealoufly em* 
ployed in endeavouring to cure that wound in-- 
flidted on the Roman churchy 

In the month of May was appointed a new 
pongregation of thirteen cardinals and five pre- 
lates, who exerted their talents in compofing a 
confoldtory letter to the biftiops, reftofs, cu- 
rates, who had had the godly courage to refufe 
taking, the conftitutional oath. -. 

In the midft .of thefe tranfaftions, the poft 
jVOopi Turin, brought intelligence of Louis'« flight* 
TjbU was a fiibjefl: of exultation for the court of 
Rome : feftivc preparations "were made to cele- 
brate that great. event : a crowd of Frenchmen 
fet out from Rome to enrol themfelves under 
the banners ; of their king now reftored to li- 
berty: Tius difpatched to the nuncio Pacca, 
who refided at Bruffels, a letter moft patheti- 
cally affeftionate,. in which he congratulated 
Louis on his deliverance, recommended him to 
the prptedion of heaven, wiftied him *^afpeedy, 
'' peaceable, and triumphant return to his king^ 
** ddm/* The Roman populace hurried in a fit of 
cffthufiafm to the palace inhabited by the trenclj 
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King's aunts, and rent the air with repeated 
ikoixts of " Vma il re d'l Franctal *" Thj5 priefts 
ran from ftrfeet to ftreet vociferating prayers jfor 
the king "delivered. from the hands of.his inif-* 
" extant perfeGutors f." Even the cardinial de 
Bcrriishinlfelf, * forgetful of hi$ age and cba- 
rafter, indulged in the demo.nftratiop$:Q^ puerile 
joyi . -r 

This delirium^ however, was foon fucceeded 
by poignant regret and even by the. fting of re- 
pentance. The Roman court were fenfible that 
they had provoked a ftorm of vpligeance from 
which they could not efcape ; yet,..inftead of 
iaking any fteps to appeafe the Frepch natioa 
whpfe triumph could now rio.loager.be qon- 
fidered as problematic, they braved herrefent- 
ment^ laboured to excite a fchifm in her bo- 
ft)m,iand profexibed all thofe who :concurred in^ 
her revolution- 

The archbi(hop of Sens, whom Pius had 
created a cardinal, was become one of the prin- 
cipal objeCis of his animofity. The pontiff ha<J 
infilled that he fliould either revoke his accept-* 
ance of the civil conftitution of the- clergy or re- 
nounce his cardinalitian dignity. Lomenie had 

* liong' live the king of France ! 

f The Italian ex^reflSbn, manigMi, literally signifies har^* 
tn^nr-~^'ileJcouwireh, ■' > ' 



iofweitd this mjun&ion 1;rith a cotirage Ir^hich 
was not congenial to him, but which the cirj^ 
cumftances demanded— *' Your holinefs leaves 
*^ nfie no alternative but that of becoming a 
** traitor to my country, or refigtiing the hat. I 
'* cannot pojffibly helitate, and I fend it back to 
" your holinefs.** But a voluntary refignation 
was not, in the eyes of the Sacred College, a put 
nifhment; and punifhment Was what their re* 
fmfitory collegue had merited. The pope there-* 
fore thought it his duty to hold a fecret con-^ 
iiftory toward the end of September 17911 and 
to erafe the name of Lomenie from the lift o^ 
cardinals. In the difcotirfe which he pronounced 
on this occafion, he ii^veighed with great vim** 
lence againft the French principles^ 

Thus the Roman government atttaded t)ie 
thunder-clouds Which were to burft over theii* 
own heads; and their terrot increafed in. thef 
fame proportion with their averfion to France^ 
which was embittered to the higheft degree^. 
when the incorporation of the Com tat was at, 
length voted on the eighth of October. Fromt 
that moment they no longer obferved any 
bounds either in the expreffions of their hatred^ 
or in their vexatory meafures, for which thef 
care of their own fafety ferved as a pretext. 
They caufed gibbets to be erefted during the 
night at the doors of feveral houfes, particularly 
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that of the prefident of the annonaf i^o was 
threatened by the murmurs of the populace: 
they exercifed the moft oppreffive vigilance with 
refpeft to foreigners,: they ordered every^ inn- 
keeper to g^ve in a lift of all the persons who lodg- 
ed with him t they commanded the governors oi 
the frontier towns to admit none who could not 
produce an exprefs written order from the Holy 
See. They now dreamed of nothing but infur-> 
re£):ions ; and in fome places, as at Orvieto and 
Civiti-Vecchia, thofe dreams were on the eve of 
being realifed. The tremendous cry of ** f^d 
^' U Ukertd * /" was there heard to refound ; and 
a band of sbirri Were fent to difperfe the faftious 
multitude. A certain Oftavio Capelli was ac« 
cufed of infidelity 5 the Holy OfEcci which in or-* 
dinary times difplayed much greater moderation 
at Rome than in any other catholic country, 
tiiought that the circutnftances of the prefent 
period made feverity its duty, even at the rifle of 
incurring odium and ridicule : accordingly Ca- 
pelli, as ** ii 'Oifionary^ an irHpoJloTy a fne-mafon^ 
•* a manJufpeSted of herefy** was condemned to 
feven years' im'prifonment. Soon after, a Ragu- 
&nr monk, who was held in refped at Rome and 
even connefted with the dean of the Sacred Col- 
lege, was fuddenly arrefted by that formidable 

* Liberty for ever f 
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tribunal : bis crimes were thbfe of being' a frie^ 
mqfon and initiated in the fanie myfteries as* Ca>- 
glioftror 

During -this and the following year the cour^ 
of Rome accumulated the proofs of its terror^ 
and of its enmity to the French revolution. The 
aunts of Louis XVI. had repaired to Rome in 
queft of an afylum from the perfecution's to 
which their family and their religion flobd ex- 
pofed. They were received there lefs even as 
princefTes than as vidtims. The; cardinal de 
Berrtis accommodated them in his hotel, and, 
by his'refpeftful attentions, laboured to conlbl^ 
them for the lofs of that unbounded homage 
wbich they no longer received at the court of 
their nephew. The pope direfted the princefs 
della Santa-Croce every-wherq to accompany 
them. 

They were fopn followed by that courageous 
but impotent champion of the Roman preroga- 
tives, the abbe Maury, who came to feek at 
Rome the reward of his exertions, an indeoim- 
fication for his g/orious defeat. ' Pius could not- 
have treated him better in confequence of a 
vidory : he made him the offer of an apartment;: 
in the Vatican; but the modeft abbfi contenteti, 
himfelf with a lodging in the houfe of the car- 
dinal fecretary of ftate. 
Scarcely arrived at Rome, he Was nominated 
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archbifliop of Thebes : h^ was defined for art 
important miffion, and allowed a falary of fixty 
thoufand Roman crowns. He. befpoke rich 
liveries, and prepared to prove himfelf, by the 
difplay of great luxury, the worthy rciprefenta- 
trve of '* the jirvani of the fervants of God*.'* 
On the firft of May his miffion was declared : he 
was to repair as nUncio to the diet of Frankfort. 
He was confecrated arChbifliop of Nicsea in 
Saint Peter's cathedral, in prefence of Louis's 
aiints, by the cardinal Zelada, affifted by tvvo 
refraftory and fugitive French bifhops-^^^thofe. of 
Vence and Ferpignan: The choice of fuch a 
nuncio excited the aftonifhment and mdignation 
of' all thofe haujghty Roman prelates who faw 
themfelves poftponed to a foreign prieft diftiri- 
guifhed only by fome ufelefs talents. But the 
pope has foordairted: Mdury is to fet out for 
-Frankfort: he will mod affuredly obtain thd 
i-eftitutldh of the Comtat^ for he himfelf has 
Jjromifed that he wilL ^ 

It was at this epoch that the war had juft blazed 
JFofth between France and the confederate poten- 
tates. Pius, not content with giving them the 
aid of his orifons, feemcd alfa-to make prepara- 
tions fdr entering the lifts with them. He ref 



* Servus firvorum Dei, a tide kffumcd by the proud bumi* 
lity of the popes. 
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viewed his troops, equally formidable by their 
numbers as by their valour. Let us attend him 
in his review* 

The fovereign pontiflF had at this time a com- 
pany of a. hundred Switzers, and one of hal- 
berdiers — two companies, the one of light horfe, 
the other, of cuirafliers, each confiding of two 
hundred men indiflferently mounted — ^the city 
guard, forming a regiment of two hundred, 
known by the appellation of the Red-coats-~ 
the garrifon of the caftle of Saint- Angelo, amountr 
ing to about a hundred — a batallion of Corfi- 
cans— the garrifons of Civita-Vecchia and An- 
cona, comprifing about three thoufand — ^Total 
of the totals, five thoufand men. 

It was on the ftrength of this army that the 
court of Rome began their warlike prepara- 
tions, and conceived the .proje6l of forming a 
military line which Ihould extend from the 
Adriatic to the Mediterranean. Accordingly 
they gave orders for the march of troops and 
the tranfportation of artillery — augmented the 
garrifon in the caftle of Saint-Angelo — fent th^eir 
treafurer to Civita-Vecchia to expedite the in- 
tended armaments — direfted that town to be 
put into a ftate capable of fuftaining a fiege — 
and even named a generaliflimo : but where 
was a fit man to be found in the .Ecclefiaftical 
State? They were obliged to borrow one from 



fome of the powers at war with the eommoii 
enemy. The choice firft fell upon Capranica, 
who had been for fome time in the fervice of 
the king of Sardinia— afterward upon baron 
Marwitz, a Pruflian officer : nor was he the laft* 

Meafures of policy are called in to the aid of 
thofe military preparatives. A fecret* congre- 
gation is held at the houfe of cardinal Gerdyl. 
The critical afpe£t of the times calls for fome 
grand expedient : what decifive determination 
will their wifdom adopt ?— That of propofing a 
jubilee to avert the difaftefs which impend over 
the church of Rome ! 

Hoftilities of this kind might well haVe been 
pafled over in filent difdaih. The French go- 
vernment, however, thought proper to notice 
thefn. In the month of July^ when giving to 
the nation an account of the difpofitions of the 
different European powers, it announced to 
them that the court of Rome was alfo be* 
come the irreconcilable enemy of France— that 
it had mod loudly protefted againft the feifure 
of Avignon — that, to fupport its claims, it had; 
made application to all the powers, even to 
kuflia — that it refufed to admit any diplomatic 
agent of the republic^ under what title foever— 
that France might already confider herfelf as 
come to an open rupture with the papacy. 

But the Holy See thought, no doubt, that it 
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J244 - 

rpight, under (belter of its own feeblenefs, br^vel 
with impunity a power which already fliowed 
itfelf formidable. The infolent manifefto of the 
duke of Bf unfwick makes its appearance : it is 
received at Rome with enthufiaftic tranfport i 
it is trjtnftated into Italian, and profufely diftri- 
buted : it is confidered ^s the fignal for the an-r 
oihilation of the impious race of Frenchmen ; and 
perfecution is. exercifed with increafed virulence 
againft the individuals of their nation. ITie 
French government however overlooks thefe 
new outrages with high-minded difdain. Its 
attention is occupied by more momentous in- 
terefts : it has juft affumed the republican form, 
and is on the eve of becoming ftill more for- 
midable. 

^ About this period appeared in public a let- 
ter addreffed by an anonymous writer to Pius 
YI. In it the pontiff was treated with extreme 
feverity : it contained an acrimonious enumera-^ 
tiori of his defe£ls and his faults, and retraced 
the principal features of his reign. From the 
following paffage a judgement may be formed of 
the ftyle of that letter, which is rather a monu- 
ment of eloquent indignation than a hiftoric do- 
xuraent.— '/' You concur, by your contributions^ 
*^ in the crufade of the enemies of France. The 
•' draining of the Pontine raarfhes, which might 
"have crowned you with glory, covers you with- 
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** difgrace, becaufe it is nothing better than an 
**'abfolute robbery, fince you have ufurped that 
•* vaft t'ra£t, and converted it into a principality 
^' for your nephew, to whom you have, 'per fas 
^ et nefa^ *, given an eftablifhment eqtial to the 
*' opulence of fome fovereigns. Had you not 
" already incurred exceflive guilt in ruining 
** your people, as well by the erlormous fums fo 
^' ill expended in the infipid conftruftion of a 
^facrifly which will never be any thing better 
" than a monument of your foolifli vanity and 
*^ want of tafte— ras by the frequent emiflion of 
"^^ paper-money by which yoii have tripled the 
•*' debts of the ftate ?** — In another place the 
anonymous author reproaches him with having 
taken for his model thofe fanatic popes who had 
elevated their throne on the bafis^of ftupid folly 
•and ignorance, inftead of the prudent Benedift 
XIV., who, above all things, avoided theologic 
difputes. He adds—" For you, holy father ! 
" was referved the talk of overturning that 
♦* throne of folly to which ^he mqfi Jfiameful vices 
** have raifed you, and on which you have only 
•* difplayed vanity, ignbrahce, prefumption, and 

" the moft greedy nepotifm How impru- 

; ^' dent in you, holy father 1 to fet.yourfelf up as 

♦ By right and by wrong — without regard to the diflinc- 
- iion between right and wrong, 

/ R 3 
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" the defender of religion and morality, when 
*' all the aftions of your private and public life 
" are fo many proofs of your atheifm and im- 
*' morality !'* &c. — ^The writer concluded by re- 
commending to him to abdicate the throne, and 
diftating to him the language in which he ought 
to addrefs the catholic world in difavowing all 
the follies to which he had lent the fanftion of his 
authority. 

This violent philippic did not produce at 
Rome the effefl: which had been expefted from 
it. The eye of malevolence even difcovered in it 
the marks of exaggeration : its author was view- 
ed in no other light than as one of thofe elo- 
quent infidels who had fworn to overturn the 
throne and the altar : it fuppUed with new argu- 
ments the enemies of the French revolution, and 
fumiflied an additional proof that men often 
mifs their aim by overlhooting the mark. 

Within a (hort time after, the executive coun- 
cil came much nearer to it by fpeaking to the 
ppntiff in vigorous language which was not in- 
confiftent either with French urbanity or with 
truth. In the beginning of December he re- 
ceived from them a letter fuperfcrihed, ^* The 
*^ executive council of the French republic, to 
•* the prince bifliop of Rome." They very ener-* 
getically demanded of iiim the enlargement of 
(everaj Frenchmen who were arbitrarily confine^ 
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,at Rome. ** Pontiff of the Roman church!" 
faid they — ^^ hitherto ruler of a fceptre which is 
•* ready to efcape from your grafp ! know the 
*' maxims of the French republic. Too juft to 
** have any thing to conceal even in diplomacy 
^ —too powerful to employ menaces — but too 
•* high-minded to overlook an outrage — (he is 
*• ready to avenge it if peaceable reclamations 
** fhould prove ineffeftual.** 

But his holinefs had in fome refpefts antici- 
pated thofe reclamations : even before they 
reached him, he had caufed feveral French ar- 
tifts to be fet at liberty, of whofe number were 
Chinard an able fculptor, and Ratel. On the 
thirteenth of November they had been releafed, 
having recovered all their efFefts, even to their 
national cockades. But we had ftill feveral 
caufes of complaint againft the court of Rome. 
Some fubaltern officers, natives of France, who 
were in the Roman fervice, were fhaven, de- 
graded, fent to the galleys, for having fpoken 
favourably of their country. The cardinal of 
York, bifliop of Frafcati, had prohibited the 
innkeepers of his diocefe to receive any French- 
man into their houfes. The pulpit, the con* 
feffional, every thing, was employed to exafpe- 
rate the people againft us. Blinded by fear and 
rage, defpotifm, as frequently is the cafe, exhi- 
bited itfelf at once in a ridiculous and an atro- 
R4 
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cious light.. The pope called to Rome a bodjr 
of militia to fupply the place of the ordinary 
guard, Thofe militia-men, ftill more grotefque 
in their appearance than his hoIinefs*s regular 
troops, became a fubjefl: of laughter to the. citi- 
zens : whereupon the Holy See iffued ftrift pi*- 
ders tha^t people ftiould confider them as real 
fpldiers, under pain of corporal punilhment; 
Some wags, however, having, in contempt^ of 
that injundtion, made themfelves merry at the 
^xpenfe of the Roman militiarmen, atoned for 
their forbidden merriment under the ftrokcs of 
t)ie rod. 

The recruiting fervice ^meanwhile was proflsr 
cuted with aSivity ; and, toward the end of De? 
cember, the pontiff publicly announced, that, 
although he h^d no reafon to apprehend any 
hoftilities ^nd intended to preferve a perfeft 
neutrality, he felt it neverthelefs his duty Xq 
provide fqr the fecurity of his coafts, and to raife 
troops in h\^ different provinces for the.fafer 
guard of his capital. 

He did not lofe fight of the neceffity of pro- 
viding'a chief for that army which was affem- 
bling at his command. Several had already 
been propofed. The choice feemed for fome 
time to be fixed pn an Auftrian general, by name 
Caprara, who, after having viewed thofe heroes 
whom he was to conduct in the path of glory. 
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fiecJared in pJab terms, that, " at the firft muiket-' 
^^ ihot, they would all run away, and leave him 
^^ tete-a-tete with the enemy." 

Such was the ftate of affairs, and fuch the tern* 
per of the public mind, when an incident, rai- 
ther je;xtraordinary than unforefeen, intervened 
to precipitate a cataftrophe which every circum- 
jlance tended to accelerate. 

For fome time antecedent, the French refid- 
ing m Rome had been able to difcover from fe^ 
oreral indijzalions that there e^cifted an intention 
of involving them all in a general profcription ; 
g»d the mildeft reproach that can be brought 
ggainft the Roman government, is, that it did 
not redouble its diligence to defeat that horrible 
confpiracy. At that period we had not at Rome 
any acknoifvledged agent : but our minifter at 
Naples had fent thither one of his fecretaries of 
legation, BaffeviHe,to plead the caufe of his op- 
preffcd compatriots. Baffeville had obtained 
from the fecretary of ftate an arifwer calculated 
to remove all uneafinefs ; and the pontiff himfelf 
had increafed their unfufpe£ling fecurity by fome 
of thofe phrafes which appear the fpontaneous 
cffufions of candor. The French were prepar* 
ing to attei)d one of their meetings when they 
learned the difafter that had happened to our 
admiral's veffel after the expedition to Naples ; 
and they made a colleflion among themfclves 
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to contribute to the reparation of the damages; 
Such was the obje£t of their firft two meetings 
in the palace of the academy. They were to 
meet a third time to deliberate on the means of 
fubftituting, in lieu of the ancient armorial in- 
fignia which decorated that palace, the arms of 
the republic. But the populace, misinformed re- 
fpefting the objeft of the intended meeting, 
furioufly crowded to the academy, where they 
arrived before the artifts. Bafleville, and Flotte 
a major belonging to the fleet pflF Naples, were 
the firft who had exhibited the tricolor coCkade : 
on that very day they had worn it at a vifit 
which they paid to the fecretary of ftate, who 
faid to them, " The cockade is no longer a 
" badge which the French are prohibited to 
** wear in Rome." 

During the interval preceding the hour of the 
appointed meeting, thefe two Frenchmen were 
taking an airing in a coach. Bafleville had with 
him his wife and child. Their carriage ^flowly 
moved along the Corfoy one of the broadeft and 
mofl: frequented ftreets of Rome. The Roman 
government has afl*erted that the affefted difplay 
of the tricolor cockade had irritated the popu- 
lace. It was rather the government itfelf that 
had excited them to afls of violence, by fo many 
preceding meafures ftrongly ftamped with the 
characters of hatred to all who were attached to 



251 

I 

France. Be that, however, as it may, the French 
in the coach were fuddenly affailed w.i'th' hoot- 
ings, ftones, and mufket-fliots. Bafleville orders 
his coachman to drive home, fprings from the 
carriage, oppofes the efforts made by major 
Flotte to defend him, whqn fuddenly he feels 
himfelf pierced with a bayonet. The foldiery, 
unreftrained by any control, drag him expiring 
to the adjacent guard-houfe, and feem to have, 
given the fignal for a general maffacre. A 
crowd of wretches ravening /or carnage run 
about the ftreets, vociferating ^' Long live the 
** pope ! The holy faith for ever ! Saint Bartle- 
♦^ ray for ever *! Death to all the French V* 

Meantime the pupil-penfioners of the aca- 
demy ran terrified through the halls, and faw 
themfelves in danger of being murdered amid 
the mafter-produftions of the arts. 

Several fa£ts deeply inculpate the Roman go- 
vernment. Some ttatements, which are at kaft 
of queflionable authority, tend to exculpate it, 
by throwing the provocation on the fide of the 
French. If we were difpofed to anticipate the 
decifion of hiflory, to which alone it belongs to 
pronounce between thefe contradi£lory afTertioris 
at a period when the paflions fhall be lulled 

* The maiTacre of the protcflants in France on Saint Bar- 
tliolomcw's day, A. D, 1572, will naturally recur to theioiijid 
of the reader. 
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time crowded with mal-contents of various de- 
fcriptions, but all unanimous m detefting the 
French revolution, all faithfully pcrfeverant in 
that deteftation which they confidered as a duty 
— muft have contained, if not numerous accom-^ 
plices, at leaft numerous confidants, of that hor- 
rible confpiracy to which the unfortunate Bafle- 
ville fell a viftim i that the government could 
not be ignorant of it ; that, as it did not prevent 
its execution, it may fairly be accufed of having 
at leaft connived at it ; and that this fufpicion 
derives confirmation from the ftyle of the edift 
iffued three days after by the pope : for, inftead 
of making a difavowal in the moft decifive lan- 
guage and in that hypocritically mourttful tone 
which Italian duplicity muft have found it eafy 
to affume, he contented himfelf with faying;, 
•through the organ of his fecretary of ftate Ze- 
lada, that he " fenfibly felt the teftimonies which 
" the people of Rome had given him, on the 
** preceding days, of their attachment to religion 
" and their afFe6lion for his hoHnefs's perfon ; 
" but that the holy father vvas affitBed to fee 
" that the fame people, amid the emotions to 
"which they had yielded in exprefling their 
" fentiments, had fuffered themfelves to be hur- 
** ried On to fomc excejfes which had difturbed the 
" public tranqiiillity — excelTes unbecoming a na-» 
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^ tibn who bught to pride thdmfelvcs ori having 
** been nurtured with good precepts, and trained 
" up in the principles of a morality whofe every 
** maxin; recommends peace, gentlenefs, and 
** charity toward our neighbour." — In another 
part, his hdlinefs commands his fubjefVs *^ to 
" keep tbemfelves in future in a more calm Jiate 
^' — to refrain from all kind of tumult or affem- 
** blage — ^to do tio damage to any hotel or any Jhop 
" r*-and not to infult arty perfon, of whatfoever 
** origin or country, or any property belonging 
^' to him," tcQ. 

And it was. in this foft and tenderly indulgent 
language that the court of Rome expreffed their 
difapprobation of a horrible crime committed 
againft a French agent who had been received, 
by their principal minifter a few hours before ! 
Was it thus that they hoped to difarm the re- 
fentment of the formidable republic which at 
that time made fuccefsful oppofition to a great 
part of Europe, and already threatened the irioft 
firnily eftabliftied thrones ? 

If any thing could appear more aftoni(bing 
than the phlegmatic unconcern of the court of 
Rome on fuch an oceafion, it was the patience 
of the French government which condefcended 
to reft fatisfied with fuch a cold difavowal, and 
whofe anger was appeafed by fome flight marks^ 
.of repentance. 
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But the indignation which muft have fired 
the bofom of every Frenchman — of every im- 
partial obferver, if there were any fuch at the 
time — is at lead energetically exprefied in an 
anonymous letter addreffed from Florence to the 
cardinal Zelada, and dated January. 25. By it 
we are informed that " his eminence Zelada^ a 
** man of fuch reputed mildnefs and conciliate 
" ing difpofition, was, at this critical moment 
" when the lives of all the French feemed to be 
*^ in danger, feated by the pope's fide^ calmly 
** entertaining him with the fuccefirve details of 
" ihe Ihocking fcene which the populace were 
" afting in the ftreets of Rome. Ah ! cardinal 
.** Zelada, what is become of that reputation for 
** prudence, ability, and humanity, of which you 
" had been twenty years in poffeflSon, and which 
*^ caufed you to be beloved by the minifters of 
" France and Spain, cQurted by all foreigners, 
" and held in eftimation through all Europe ? 
" What ! you compel us then to confider that 
" brilliant reputation as one of the ufurpations 
** of the court of Rome, and to view you no 
" longer as that able minifter whom the world 
" was pleafed to think you, but as a dete£ted 
" hypocrite whofe condudt in fp ires almoft as 
" much contempt as averfion ?" 

To account, however, for that cool apathy of 
the Roman government after an event that might 
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have caufcd its inftant overthrow, it is only ne* 
ceflary to recolleft that our government, though 
plumed with glorious fucceffes, might ftill ap- 
pear to ftand on dubious ground ; that the Holy 
See had as a rampart, to fhelter it from our refent- 
ment, a great part of Italy — of that country 
which was ftill thought inacceflible to our arms; 
and efpecially that it was furrounded by perfi- 
dious counfellors, who, making heaven a party in 
the defence of their purely mundane interefts, 
talked of nothing but celejiial vengeance^ fronfi 
which it was impoffible for the impious^ facriU'- 
giousy regicide nation to efcape. 

The pontiflF, however, did not place fuch blind 
reliance on thefe great motives of fecurity as not 
to adopt other precautions. He configned to 
oblivion his grounds of complaint againft the 
court of Naples, and, in concert with it, planned 
meafures of defence. He vifited his arfenals 
and his pawn-bank *, to appreciate the affiftance 
which hi might expect from thofe two grand 
finews of war, fteel and gold. Alas ! they were 
both very feeble: no cannons in the arfenals, 
little gold in the coffers ! But his principal re- 
fource was the fanaticifm of the Roman popu- 
lace ; and he fpared no pains to render it fub- 

* Monte-di-pieta — ^pawn broker's office, only on a more ex- 
tenfive fcale than ours, and with this further difference, that 
the government, i. e. his holinefs, was the head pawn-broker. 
See Chap. XXXI. toward the end of this volume. 
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fervient to his views. At this time i* carricrf , 
on intrigues in all the courts of Italy, and, fetting 
afide the fcruples of intolerance, was in concert 
with that of Saint-Jameses agaiAft the ommM 
eneniy of the peace of Europe. Thofe two court? 
of Rome and London feemed to have divided 
heaven and earth between them; the one re- 
ferving to itfelf the religious refources, the other, ' 
(he political. 

Pius filled to the beft of his power his doublef 
character of temporal prince and pontiff; and, 
forefeeing that the vengeance of France could 
be at mod only ^rocraftinated, he called forth, by 
Energetic proclamations, all his means of de- 
fence. " At the found of the bell,** faid he in 
one of them, " which (hall announce an inva-^ 
•* (ion, let all the men run to arms : left them 
^ fend off" to the interior of the country all the 
^* cattle and forage ; let them fet fire tcr what- 
^* ever elfe remains ; and let them endeavour to 
'* dejlroy by every praBicable mean a lawlefs and 
'* mercilefs enemy '^ — -Such were the expreiEon* 
tfed by the father of the faithful, the vice-gerent 
of the God of mercy ! 

He contented himfelf however with exhorting 
andinviting, becaufe he was convinced, he faid, 
that all his fubjecls, equally good catholics as 
good citizens, would confider it as their duty to 
combat a horde of " barbarians who had fwom 
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** to ovcirturn, wherever they went, the throne? 
" afad the altar/*-^He next promifed indemni* 
fications for loffes, reW.ards for diftinguifhed 
StSions, and prarticularly a complete amnefty to 
criminals who (hould ftep forward to expiate theit 
trJmes by fighting in defence of the fiat e and of felt- 
^ion. From this Icwy en majfe, thus called forth 
in the name of heaven and earth, he excepted 
none but old men ^bove the age of fixty years, • 
thildreri below that of fifteen, infirm perfonS,' 
and ecclefiaftics in'» general, whbfe funftion it 
. was to " raife their hands on the niduntain while 
*'*the faithful were-combating in the plain/' 

This extriotdinary proclamation would alone 
have been fufficient to juflify the meafures which 
were at length taken againft the court of Rome, 
6nd even againft the catholic church. How was 
it poffible any longer to acknowledge, as the 
prevailing religion in a ftate, that religion of 
which the fovereign pontiff, with his facred 
book in his hand, dares proclaim to the univerfe 
that it is neceflary to deftroy an enemy iy every 
pra^icai/e nk^n^-^encouTRgcs to the commillion. 
dfcrinles by the facility of expiation, in abfolv* 
ing all criminals -who fhall ftep forth to " iSght 
^'ipL defenc^of thfe ftate and of religion"— and 
fan£tions the flothful idlenefs of the priefts by 
deftining them to 'remain j*na£live fpe£lators 
of thofe combats in "which they impel their 
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flock to engage^ and which are undertaken for 
their own defence? In the age of the cru^ 
iades^ in that of the league*, did fanaticifm 
ever fpeak in language more abfurd or more in^^' 
tolerant ? 

The emj^eror alfo was one of the principal 
fupporters of Pius, who received from him coun« 
fels, eulogiums, encouragements, and who with 
godly tranquillity beheld the Englifli and Spaniih 
fleets protefting Italy from invafion. But the 
iuccefles of the coalition were neither coi^ftaat 
nor univerfal: the Pi€montefe army had ftif« 
fered repeated checks i and it was fiill neceflary 
to obferve fome delicacy of condud towaird 
France, Inftead, therefore, of braving the re* 
public^ the pontiff, toward the end of June> or- 
dered the reftoration of a French tartane whicii 
had been captured by one of his guar Ja^oja^^ and 
carried to Civiti-Vecchia : for he was *' not," he 
feid, ** at war with France." By what epithet 
fiiall we chara£terife that pontiff who dares, to 
aflert that he is *^ not at war with France/' yet 
invites his fubjefts to deftroy all the French ** by 
" every praiSlicable mean,** and labours in every 
, court of Europe to excite enemies againft them ? 
But a circumftance which more flirongly ope* 

* The caUiolic league, formed agaiaft tht bugUBU>t^ itk 
the reigu of Hcnty III. (^France, 
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rated than his falutary dread of Frtmce iii rtn* 
dering him fiill cautious, was the feebleiiefif of 
hh refources. Of this he every day gained fipcfli 
conidftion* Toward the conclufion of the year 
1793 the taxes were burdenfome and ill paid t 
provifions were fcarce and dear: the people 
vented loud murmurs on feeing them embarked 
and fent off to fupply the fleets of the confederate 
powers. Two months after, neceflity compelled 
the adoption of a meafure which at any other 
time would have been deemed more than bold. - 
The new treafurer^ Laporta, who had fucceeded 
the fquanderer RufFo^put in requifitiot\the plate 
belonging to the churches, for the purpofe of de- 
voting it to the mintage of ten millions of fmall 
coin, intended to be employed in paying off 
the cedo/e. 

Pius eagerly laid hold on every circumftmce 
which afforded him an opportunity of difplay^ 
ing his zeal. In the firft months of the year 
1794, fuccefs feemed to fmile on the Auftrian 
arms. The emperor bad conceived the idea of 
placing himfelf, at leaft during a while, at the 
head of his army. Such a glorious inftance of 
felf-devotion appeared to Bins defcrving of en- 
couragement and even of recompenfe : accord- 
ingly he fent to Francis 11. a golden niedal re- 
prefenting Saint Peter and Saint Paul, and in- 
clofed in a relique-cafe. " Fight/* Xaid he to 
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hiiPi ip » lett^ which accompanied the prtfent 
W^: fight in the name of thofe two valiant fol;- 
\' 4ier« of Ghrift.'* This icxhortation reached 
the emperor probably after his:. f)recipitate re- 
treat-: it Wps difappfoved even jat .Rome :. but 
the pope .bad:Contrafted the habit-of committing 
H^iiofiS which. alternately expQfed hini- to ridi- 
cule and refentment -, nor fliall we fee an end of 
fjjch conduft until the hour of his downfall. 
-^ The r-emainder of the year 1794 \yas fpeut in 
devifing means to procure a fupply of fpecie, and 
means to. fanaticife the multitude. The former 
proved a more difficult taflc than. the latter. To 
farfy on his military prep^riativesy an increaf- 
jed expenditure became neceffary, and, confe- 
quently, an-^ujgmentation of taxes. The. Ro- 
man people now, inftead of rifing againft the 
F^-^»ch, w^re near rifing againft their own go- 
4reri?nisnt ^ and, at the termination of the year 
•a794i attempted, to fet fire to the palace of the 
4u1j^ Brafchij whofe riches excited indignation 
•amid the general diftrefs. 
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ARIOUS circumftances at this time con*^* 
curred in irritating the minds of the Romans*, 
Quring the three preceding years, the pope had 
thought proper; to. prohibit the diverfions of the 
carineval, in cohfidexatioji of tke calamities of'' 
th^ church. : The lower orders alope fufFered bjrj> 
this. prohibition :.,the;nobIes alone diverted them*' 
ffclv5es ; the law being mute with refpeO: to the 
latter. The impatient inhabitants of the Trqfie-^ 
0^^. quarter and o(x\\q Porta del P^lo^ fhocked 
at that exjclufive privilege, refolded to have theirs 
fbare alfo.in -the diverfions of the feafon. On the. 
'Otl^rfd^y before Lent (of the year 1795) .they- 
ran.abput the ftreets in maflcs. On the follow* 
ing^Monday the patrols attempted by violence 
to^ reprefs thofe failles of coarfe. ^but innocent 
gaietj : the Qpnfequence was an open infurrec- 
tipn, in which ftilettoes^and knives were em* 
ployed to feqoi^d. the: yol leys of ftones. The 
gprghefft paJac0 was^befieged : . but a few hfirid^: 
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fuls of coin difperfed the befiegers. The ddce 
Brafchi was involved in fimilai^ danger : his wife^ 
confined by ficknefs to he rbed, was near lofing 
her life in confequence of the fright.. The Piom* 
bini and Chigi palaces were preferved by barri« 
cadoes. 

Private individuals were the only fufferers by 
this commotion : they were pillaged : they were 
obliged to pay ranfoms. The terror was general 
throughout Rome ; and many foreigners fled 
from the city. The government remained a 
pafliv0 fpeSator of the ftorm in hope that it 
would prove no more tlfan a tranfient guft. 
They did &ot diicover in a few band^ of pluti« 
derers the elements of a ferious infurrtdkm* 
The Romans at this time did not refemble tboife 
of their anceftors who^ feceding to the Sacred 
Mount, compelled the fenate to pay defer^ace 
to their wiflie»»<-and much lefs thofe Frenchmen 
of the fourteenth of July who in a fingle daj 
fhook the foundations of their ancient govern^ 
menu On this occafion (and it was perhaps tbo 
only inftance of his prudent management during 
ten years) the pope applied to the evil Jta true 
remedy. He did not con^dor thii mutinous fit 
as indicative of a fettled wiib for liberty. But, 
when the danger was paft, he adopted indeed a 
meafure which might well have been thought 
ridiculous* S^ificient refpe^ had not b^fi pai4 
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to his agents: he therefore thought proper to 
declare the papal foldiers inviolable as their 
matter^ and to announce that any infult offered 
to a Jbirro would be deemed an a£t of hi^k 
tfeafon. 

In the courfe of the year 1795, which was fo 
ftfrourable to our arms, the pope did every thing 
in his power to avoid coming to a rupture with 
i]^, and even took fome fteps, which, at the fame 
time that they afforded glaring evidence of his ter*- 
ror, ferved well enough to conceal his averfion. In 
July he learned that a French brigantincy chafed 
by two Neapolitan tartanes, had been driven 
affliore on the coafi of the Ecclefiaftical State, 
atfd that its hap}ef$ crew, efcaped from (hip* 
tjfteck and captivity, were roaming in the woods 
xAKt the fea-fide, and Iti the titmoft diftrefs. His 
pontifical bowels yearned : he fent affiflance to 
thofe unfortunates, caufed their veffel to be re- 
paired, and convoyed by an efcort to a certain 
diftance. On this occafion he declared that he 
^s at war with nbbody, that he was defirous of 
living in peace, and did not wifli to injure any 
nation. 

' A fingular circumftance was, that, even while 
he was caufmg public prayers to be offered up 
for the fuccefs of the imperial armies, and lavifli*- 
ing on them his plenary indulgences, he treated 
the fubjc£ts of Auftria with greater feverity than 
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he cxercifed againft the French. During the- 
year 1795 he detained in prifon two chaplains of 
the court of Vienna, Monaco and Ppli, on the 
charge of being attached to the opinions of the 
bifhop of Piftoja. This, truly, was a fit moment 
to think of thofe puerile difcuflions, which at 
mod were only worthy of the attention of the 
church in her hours of peaceful leifure ! 

The court of Rome had now precifely reached 
the period of its greateft internal embarraflfo^nts. 
Specie, provifions, confidence in the government, 
all was deficient at the fame time. To palliate 
one difeafe which was already deemed ingura-f 
ble, they increafed another of piore dangerpus 
complexion-?-the difcontent of the people, A • 
new emiffion of cedole was made, which were 
not exchangeable for cafh in any fun?s above j, 
five crowns. The venders of provifions were 
qbliged, at the clqfe of each week, to carry to 
the bank dello Spirito Santo a part ^of the fpecie . 
which they had received, and to accept cedol^ \vk 
exchange for it : moil of the convents were ia-t. 
vjt^d to fend their fuperfiuops plate to the mint ; 
but all thefe refources proved yet infufficientj 
and fo urgent wa^ the diftref? of the papal trea-r 
f^ry toward the end of Pecpr^ber, that the pppe 
.confented to fell a great numb,er of, his.car-* 
riages, and forty of his finefl; horfes, Jhe fum 
pf iixty thpufand crowns which ;1^ ^r^ifed by tliQ 
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fale was quickly fent to the pawn-bank and the 
bank dello Spirito Santo, which were- crowded 
with people importunately preffing for the ex*. 
change of their r^^/(9/<?/ 

The immediate caufe of this increafeddiftrefs. 
lay in the military preparations which the court 
of Rome had the boldnefs to make for the pur- 
ppfe of repelling an attack wl?ich their own ex* 
traordinary condu6l had provoked. In April 
1796, at the moment when they feemed defirous 
of deprecating the ftorm which already began to 
growl over tjieir heads, a body of Ne^politaa 
cavalry prefented themfelves on the frontier, 
wifhing to p^fs through the Ecclefiaftical State ; 
Ofi their way to the Milanejfe, What did his 
hplinefs now do to prove his neutrality ? He . 
appointed a commandant, who was dire£ied:to . 
apcompany the Neapolitans, and infure to them 
a fupply of provifions. 

This inftance of partiality was not calculated 
to conciliate the good-will of a viftorious gene- 
ral, who was already mafter of Lombardy, and 
who, Rationed at Milan as the centre of his pre-r 
fent and future conquefts, threatened all Italy, 
and particularly the papal territory. The court, 
of Rome ,had not imagined that his fucceffes 
would be durable; and, according as they had; 
appeared certain or doubtful, the pope had at 
t^rnately behaved with fupplenefs qr arrogance, : 
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In the fpring of 1796 he plainly perceived that 
bis pofitkm was uncommonly critica}: but to 
whom ihould he have recourfe for its meliora- 
tioa^? The cardinal deBernis, formerly his coon* 
fellor and mediator, was himfelf no longer in 
that calm fituation which might enable him to 
give, prudent advice : he was befides, on more 
than one account, odious to that government 
whofe anger was to be averted. The Spanifll 
minifier alone remained in fuch an attitude as 
could render his intervention ufeful : bis court; 
after a tranfient war, was again on terms of 
amity with the French republic : his chara£ter, 
his knowledge, his long experience, the ftat€!ly 
magnificence by which he was furrounded, th6 
figure that Spain had conftantly made among the 
catholic powers, had raifed him to be the man of 
greatcft confequcnce in all Rome. The Spanifll 
palace and its extenfive appurtenances confti* 
tuted in that city a kind of independent ftate, 
whofe chief faw under his pcote£tion and guid« 
ance a population of fourteen thoufand fbiils, 
enjoyed his immunities which no haiid would 
have dared to violate, and had his guards aild 
even his gentlemen* The greateft perfonages^ 
the cardinals, courted his favour : thofe who bore 
him no affeSHon were neveithelefs afraid to k^ 
fufe him the outward marks of efteem and re* 
fpefti and, where every other fentiment was 
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wanting, at leaft he commanded fear. Such 
the man, whom— H:iot every heart invited, biil>— 
every eye looked up to, when they faw tht^Eccks 
(laftical State threatened with invafion by the * 
vt£toriotis Buonaparte. 

iHie cardinal Zelada had not long been m 
office before he perceived his own impotence* 
He felt himfelf extremely inadequate to the talk 
which Pius had thought he might venture to in- 
truft to him. Dellitute of a£tivity, and pofleifin^ 
hardly any influence, he was no better than a 
mere ofienfible tool in all thofe meafures of 
which the French government had reafon to 
complain* . The court of Rome^ juftly alarmed 
by the progrefs of a revolution which attacked 
prejudices of fevery kind, thought it neceflary to 
oppofe a barrier to that torrent. The ordinary 
n>eans were infufficient. Zelada, chara£tefif« 
ticaliy feeble, and whofe faculties weri ftill far* 
tliier enfeebled by age, was ill qualified fingiy to 
guide the reins of government in fo critical cir- 
ciunftances*. The pontiff committed them to 
the hands of a congregation compofed of fome 
cak'dinals^ as Albani, Gerdyl, Antonelli, Borgiat 
Zelada himfelf, together with fome prelates^ and 
appointed as thtir Jifcal^ that is to fay their prin^ 
cipalagent, acriminalift named Barberi, ajuft 
man^ it was faid, but fevere and violent, who, 
by his excefies, contributed not a little to acce^ 
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l^te the downfall of the Roman government, - 
iLJyas through him alone that the pope held 
corr^fpondence with the congregation, all whofe 
reports Barberi diftprt^d. in obedience to the die* 
tates of his own paffions. He thus engroffed all 
th^ authority which ought to have been veiled 
in the cpngregation : he exercifed afts of per- 
fonal vengeance : he fubferved every fufpicion : 
hp let loofe every hatred ;, and, while he conti- 
nued to difguft Romans and foreigners, the 
friends and the enemies of France, the pontiflF 
alone confidered himfelf as indebted to him for 
his own falvation and that of the (late. 'Every 
individual bowed fubmiffive, every tongue was 
filent,-at leaft in his prefence. 

.J>fotwithftanding the clamours ofthefafilions 
oppofed. to France, the chevalier Azara ftill re- 
tained not only feme afcendency over the pope, 
hut dfo the confidence of the Rpman people. 
He condefcended to make one laft eflPort to ex- 
tricate the Holy See from the danger in which a 
fuccefljon of imprudencies had involved it. He 
confepted to become its mediator with the youth-. 
fill conqueror who menaced its territories, and- 
repaired to Buonaparte at Milan. All Rome , 
in anxious expeftation awaited the refult of his! 
conferences with that, general. The . populace 
loudly expreffed their wilhes for the prefervatioa^ 
of peace : they affemblecj in crowds before th^ , 
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door of duke Brafchi, tvhom they ful|)efted'bf 
entertaining a defire different from theirs ; nor • 
could they otherwife be appeafed than by afluf- 
ances fhat the duke-nfephew had on the contrary 
determined his uncle to commence a negotia- 
tion. 

But the progress of the conferences was much 
lefs rapiid than' that of our- arms. Intelligence 
Was received at Rome, that, oh the firft of Mef- 
fidor (June 19, 1796), a divifion of the Fr^tfcli 
army had entered the papal dominions. On the 
frontier of the Bolognefe and Modenefe terrllcj^ 
ties flood the fort of Urbino, which tve Could 
not leave in our rear. It wasfummoned to fur- 
render. This fort was garrifoned by five hun- 
dred foldiers, " fine-looking fellows," faid Buo- 
naparte in his relation of the affair, " and ^ell 
*^ clad: but they were popeVmen !" The fort 
furrendered. This was our firft conqueft in the 
Ecclefiaftical State, Soon after, we became 
mafters of Bologna, Ferrara, and even Ancona. 
Thus the Holy See loft, wit^iin a few days, tw6 
of its legatine governments, its two fineft pro- 
vinces, which it has never fince recovered, and 
where no individual has regretted its yoke. 

The news of thefe event§ caufed a great fer- 
ment among the Romans. - They affembled in 
groups which difplayed the features of anxiety 
rather than of fedition. The government, how- 
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Cfer, was alarmed by thefe appearances: the 
fecretary of ftate addreffed a proclamation to 
the mal-contentSy and fpoke to them m the Iaa« 
{uage both of the temporal and fpiritual powers^ 
which flood in need of mutual fupporc to fuc« 
ceed in ftill retaining any authority.- " As Chrif- 
•• tians/' faid he to them, ** have recourfe to 
^ God : as fubjefts, place confidence in your 
•ibvereign, who leaves nothing unattempted 
• to fecure peace/' 

About this time the priefts of the Ecdefiaftical 
State crowded to the temples, to the public 
^uares— opened to t];ieir flocks the treafures of 
celeftial liberality — ^promifed foriy thoufand years 
of mdulgencc to whoever Ihould affift in repelling 
the French, " the fcourges of the church *. 

The general anxiety, however, continued to 
operate with undiminiflied poignancy. Already 

* Thas they commented on a brief iflued by the pope, 
viiich had been profufdy difleminated throuf^ the coimtxy, 
aad which is worthy of being pre&ifed, as one of the moft 
torioos monuments of atrocious fanaticifin. It is as foUowa : 

'^ To all our dearly-beloved catholic fons> brethren in Jefus 
** ChrifL 

•* We pray you, for the good of Chriflianity and of his holi* 
** nefs, to take up arms in defence of religion. WhoeyerihaU 
^ kill a Frenchman, will perform a facri!fice acceptable to Grod ; 
*<and his name fhall be infcribed among the names of the defit 
•* of the Lord." . 

See the *^ Political and Military Memoirs, illuftradve of the 
•* Secret Hiftory of the French Revolution;* vol. u. page IW" 
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tl^ principal Roman families were feen re« 
tiring from th^ city« The cardinals were pre« 
paring to follow them, when a courier arrived^ 
who had been difpatched from Bologna bjr the 
chevalier Azara^ with the news of the armiftice 
which he had juft concluded. The facrtfices 
which he had been obliged to make .were pain- 
ful : it coft the pope the two legatine govern^ 
ments of Bologna and Ferrara, his fineft paint* 
ings^ his mod beautiful ftatues» and a contribu* 
tion^of fifteen millions : but thefe were the only 
terms on which he had been able to arreft the 
tide of Gallic conqueft. 

This armiftice fupplied the enemies of the 
chevalier Azara with new means of bringing him 
into difcredit, and even rendering him odious. 
According to their reprefentations^ that mini* 
fier ^' had facrificed the Holy See : his conduft 
** was diftated by his hatred of the Romans, and 
^^ by his irreligious principles, evidently fimilar 
^ to thofe which the French arms rendered tri- 
** umphant/'— Buf thrs was not a feafon for de- 
clamatory inveftive : it was neceflary to devife 
mesms of fulfilling the condition of the fatal ar« 
miftice. The pope immediately fent for the 
cardinal camerlingo and the governor of Rome : 
he convoked the congregation of ftate t he deli- 
berated : he refigned himfelf to his deftiny, and 
in th^ night of the 28th of June difpatched a 
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Jilenipoteritiary tb-Paris. The perfon chofen tof 
thiat miflion was Pieraicchi, who had already been 
internuncio in Ffarice^ and with him Was affo-* 
ciated Eviingelifti, whom the Chevalier Azari 
Jiad* taken With him to Bologna as his fecret^^y. 

'THefe'pdlitical ftepS'Were followed by public 
J)rdycrs, 'fhankfgivlfigs, ^nd proclama:tiohs : hut 
fh* thief difficulty was not yet fufmountcd. 
The contribution pfbmjfed to Franc^ muft be 
faifed without delay. The ordinary refoiirces 
Wtth Vxhkufted, not c^ould taxation fufnifli new! 
PTus'prbpofed in a fecret confiftory to take the 
remainder of thofe fums of money which had 
beentreafured in the caftle of Saint- An gelo finc.e 
the -pontificate of Sixtus V. On any other oc 
cafion fuch a meafure would have been deemed 
facrilege : under prefent circumftances, the ter- 
ror Was now fd profdurld and univeffal that the 
pope's propofition was unanimoufly adopted. 

But thofe treafures of the caftle of Saint- An- 
gelo were hardly fufficieiit to^ay the iirft inftal- 
ment: for the fubfequent payments it became 
heceflary to employ other means. The churched 
and all the pious foundations wefe obliged to 
deliver up all their ornaments and veflels of gold 
and filver which were not abfolutely indifpen- 
fable for the celebration of divine fervice. Ati 
edift was iffued, inviting all the pope's fubjefts 
to carry to the treafury all their fuperfiuous plate* 
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PowT Roman noblemen were charged with the 
colledtion. The prince Doria fent in a gratui- 
tous donation which was valued at half a million. 
To divert the minds of the Romans from 
brooding on thofe fubjefts of anxious concern, 
prayers were called in to their aid, and indul- 
gences, and miracles in particular, which feemed 
to be multiplied in thefe critical moments. At 
Ancona, notwithftanding the prefence of the 
French who were fo little inclined to fuperfti- 
tious credulity, there was not a Madonna that 
had not exhibited fymptoms of animation 5 and 
the faithful were firmly perfuaded that to the 
intercefGon of the Virgin alone they were in- 
debted for that armiftice which coft them fo dear 
and yet was fo earneftly defired. At Rome, as 
it was highly proper, the miracles were everi 
more brilliant than at Ancona. There, ill the 
Madonnas opened and fhut and rolled their 
eyes : near fome of them, withered flowers re- 
covered their bloonf, dry branches refumed their 
verdure ; and the multitude flocked in crowds 
to the fight, admired, and attefted what they 
had feen. 

It was amid this phrenfy of devotion that thtJ 
chevalier Azafa entered Rome on his return 
from Bologna. Notwithftanding the inftigations 
of the chevalier's enemies, the pontiflf received 
him with eager warmth, gave him fevcral fecret 
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audiences, and received from him eounfels- o^ 
which fubfequent events have' proved that he 
had not the wifdom to avail himfelf. Pius's 
intelle£ls were at this time in a ftate nearly bor- 
dering on alienation : but there was fomething 
gloomy in his delirium- Thofe miracles, which 
by all his flock were confidered as fo aufpi'cious 
omens, to him appeared fure tokens of the divine * 
wrath : to appeafii it, he ordered vifits, in the 
form of proceffions, to fix churches. In thofe 
religious ceremonies, ladies of the higheft rank 
bore the facred banner j and the cardinal della 
Sommaglia, well fitted by his natural caft as by 
his ftation for adting every fort of charafter, did 
mot difdain the talk of carrying the crofs. 

Such was the manner in which the court of 
Rome was preparing to' receive the French com- 
mili'ioners who were coming to execute the con- 
ditions of the armiftice. The cardinal Zelada 
tliought it his duty to teftify the warmeft defire 
of giving them a good reception : and although 
it was well known what he thought of the ii-. 
tuation of the Holy See, he had the effrontery 
to declare in a hypocritic proclamation that 
the armiftice was *' an eflfeft of God*s mercy, 
*^ fince it was, after all, an advantage to facri- 
*' fice a part for the fake of preferving the reft.'\ 
He moreover threatened with the fevereft pu- 
nifnments whoever fhould dare to offer even the 
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flighteft infult to the French commiflioners or 
any of their fuite. By this conduct the court 
of Rome announced very pacific intentions, but 
at the fame time betrayed confiderable diftruft 
of the difpofitions of the Roman people, and 
feemed to prepare for itfelf an apology before- 
hand. 

In the month of July, arrived the firfl: of the ex- 
pected commiffioners, citizen Miot, our minifter in 
Tufcany. The chevalier Azara, who after having 
tranfafted the affairs of the court of Rome now 
did the honours for it, went to meet the Gallic 
commiffioner as far as Ponte-Molle, and intro- 
duced him into Rome under the efcort of a pi- 
quet of cavalry, and preceded by a French 
courier decorated with that tricolor cockade 
which, a few months before, had fo violently 
excited the indignation of the Roman people." 
• Miot wa& at firft received with all the ap- 
pearances of warm cordiality, and diftinguiflied 
by thofe honours which are ufually referved for 
embaffadors extraordinary. All the cardinals, fo 
well fchooled in the arts of diffimulation, came 
to vifit him. 1 he chevalier Azara procured hipi 
an audience of the pope, which lafted nearly 
an hour : the converfation wholly turned on in- 
different topics, nor was any except, tranfient 
mention made of the conditions of the armi- 
ftice, Pius folemnly declared that they were, in 
T a 
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his eyes, •* mm eofajacrofanta ♦ :*' but experience 
foon taught us what degree of fincerity accom** 
panied thofe words pronounced with a peniten* 
tial air. Afterw:ard, for form-fake, Miot had a 
conference with the cardinal Zelada. The latter 
was fo enfeebled by age and folicitude as hardly 
to retain the ufe of fpeech : he therefofe no- 
minated a prelate to fupply his place in the con- 
ferences relative to the armiftice. 

The other French commiffioners fucceffively 
arrived. Their prefence caufed a lively fenfa- 
tion at Rome : they were viewed with an eager 
curiofity which had nothing ofFenfive in it. They' 
naturally awaked unpleafing recoUedions : but 
what comparifon between a fet of pacific t:om* 
miffioners — for the moft part men of temperate 
prudence — and thofe formidable conquerors frcnn 
whom the city ought to have deemed herfelf 
thrice happy to have only received laws at a di- 
ftance ? Cacault, who hadf long been employed 
in Italy, clofely followed Miot to Rome; and>. 
at the end of July, the conferences refpefting 
the execution of the armiftice were begtin in 
the chevalier Azara's hoteL At thofe 'meetings 
the pope employed, as his interpreter, the fijcal 
' Barberi, whofe intradable difpofition was al- 
ready too well known. He ftill poffeffed para« 
mount influence, and exerted it in fuch manner 

* A moft facred objed. 
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as to increafe the number of wrongs chargeable 
on the pope. They bad not yet reached the 
term of their final completion. 

At this period we received a flight check, 
and were obliged to relinquifh for fome time the 
liege of Mantua. Pius's perfidious counfellors 
faw that this was a favourable moment to repair 
at leaft a part of his loffes ; and, notwithftand- 
ing the energetic reprefentations of the chevalier 
Azara, the pontiff difpatched a vice- legate to 
retake poffeffion of the legation of Ferrara* 
This little triumph was of ihort duration. The 
vice-legate, on his arrival, found the Ferrarefc 
tolerably quiet, and imagined that they were 
difpofed to replace themfelves with pleafuref 
under the papal yoke : but he faw them rife in 
infurre<5lion when he attempted to fubftitute the 
arms of the fovereign pontiff to thofe of the 
French republic. Soon afterward the tide of 
Gallic viftory refumed its wonted courfe: the 
vice-legatc*8 miffion was at an end ; and he 
thought himfelf very fortunate in being allowed 
to return to Rome. 

Meantime the refpeftful attentions which had 
in the firft inftance been fliown to the French 
commiffioners were fucceeded by infults as foon 
as our fituation began to appear critical. Miot, 
returning to his poft at Florence after a month 
fpent in Rome, became the obje£t of a popular 

T3 
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commotion in his way through Spoleto ; nor did 
he without difficulty efcape the rage of the po- 
pulace who were ftirred up againft him. Even 
at Rorpe, two of our comniiffioners, who had 
quietly flopped to view the column of Trajan, 
were firfl: aflailed with a volley of ftones thrown 
by children, and afterward, in attempting to 
make their efcape, heard the alarming cry of 
*' Kill them ! they are Frenchmen ! they are 
** commiflioners !" In faft they were in imminent 
danger of lofing their lives ; and, for their pre- 
fervation, they were folely indebted to the in- 
terference of a Roman officer who conduced 
them to the governor of the city. The latter 
ftammered out an apology in the following hy- 
' pocritic ftrain — ^^ You muft attribute this cora- 
*^^ motion, which we difavow and regret, to the 
*^ unfavourable intelligence received concerning 
*^ the French armies." — *^ And what would you 
" fay,*' replied one of the commifTaries, ** if— — 
** now that we have victories to celebrate in- 
^^ ftead of lofles to deplore — we fliould difpenfe 
" with our obfervance of the armiftice ?" — ^The 
governor promifed to exert increafed vigilance : 
the comminioners were conduced to their habi- 
tation, but not without hearing on every fide of 
them the loud hootings of the populace. 

On the fecond day after this event, notwith- 
ftanding the promifes of the government, nqU 
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Withftanding the namerous patrols, fome French- 
men were again infulted. Cacault loft ^11 pa- 
tience, and was on the point of fuffering his in- 
<iignation to break forth ; but he was appeafed' 
by the chevalier Azara, who promifed to obtain 
for him complete, fatisfaftion from his holinefs^ 
Pius wor« the appearance of aftonifliment, of 
affliciion : he iffued frefli orders : he commanded 
guards to be placed within reach of the French 
plenipotentiary. Some delinquents werp arretted; 
and aflurances were given that they (hould he 
puniftied. 

It was thefe fcandalous fcenes that finally de- 
termined the cardinal Zelada in the intention 
which he had long formed of retiring from of- 
fice. He was very old and infirm, and faw him- 
felf refponfible for difagreeable incidents which 
he had not the power to prevent. The entire 
government of p.ome refted at this time on the 
internal police, which was nominally intrufted 
to the congregation heretofore mentioned, but in 
fa£l was entirely furrendered to the ^fca/ Bar- 
•bcrl, who was= now become the objeft of univer- 
fal deteftation. On the eleventh of Auguft the 
-chevalier Azara wrote to the pope that the pub- 
lic intereft demanded the difmiflal of the j^^/, 
as the only mean of keeping the people within 
bounds, and appeafing the French repubHc, 
whofe refentment might be produftive of the 

T4 
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motl difagreeablc confequences to the Ecclc- 
ilaftlcal State. 

But Pius could not confent to part with Bar* 
beri. He thought the views of the Spaniih mi* 
nifter were equally anfwered by fubftituting in 
Zelada's ftead a cardinal toward whom Azara 
appeared to be very favourably difpofcd, and 
who was reputed to poffefs both prudence and 
energy. He informed the chevalier that he had 
appointed to the miniftry the cardinal Ignatius 
Bufca. 

Since this new minifter may be confidered as 
the immediate caufe of the final calamities of 
the Holy See, he deferves to be more particu*- 
larly known. 

The prelate Bufca, fprung from an illuftrious 
family in the Milanefe, was gifted with fomc 
external accomplifliments : to tallnefs of ftaturc 
and elegance of figure he added that manner 
which announced an acquaintance with polite 
life, and language fufficiently fl.orid to difguifc 
the mediocrity of his mental endowments. 

He had travelled in his youth, and, after hav- 
ing perag-ited France and Germany, had been 
nominatec to the poft of nuncio at BrufTels. 
This was not one of thofe nunciatures which di- 
reSly led to the cardinalate. On his return, 
Bufca was appointed governor of Rome. In ad- 
dition to zeal and ileadinefs, that poft required 
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confidefable abilities* Bufca endeavoured to 
diftinguifli himfelf in it by his reforms : but he 
was completely the man of pleafure ; he foon 
relinquiflied a tafk which was rendered too la- 
borious by the contrarieties he had to encounter; 
and, on quitting the governorfliip of Rome tg 
put on the cardinaFs hat, he humoroufly enough 
obferved that the only obligation which the 
Romans had confented to owe him, was that of 
having taught them " the ufe of ice-punch.*' 

This fpeech was chara6teriftic of him in a 
two-fold light — as a fenfualifl: and as a man of 
humour. Thofelwo qualities — which, whether 
good or bad, are pretty generally aflbciated 
with franknefs — concealed in the cardinal diffi- 
mulation fufficiently profound to miflead even 
the chevalfer Azara in forming his opinion of 
him, Bufca perceived that this minifter was 
the only man in Rome who preferved the cool- 
nefs of fober judgement amid the moft violent 
tempe^fts — the only one in whom the pope con- 
tinued to place any confidence, and by whofe 
aid *^ a man of talents, fuch as ie was," could 
hope to aft a confpicuous part. He»attached 
himfelf to his company: he affiducJufly fre- 
quented the circle of the pwncefs della San-ta- 
Croce, which had long been the habitual ren- 
dcz-vous of the foreign minifters, efpecially thofc 
of France and Spain. That lady was effentially 
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kind, eafy, obliging. The cardinal Eufca fuc- 
ceeded in his efforts to picafe her : he often faw 
at her houfe the chevalier Azara, and gave him 
teftimonies of confidence, afFe£tion, deference. 
A clofe intimacy took place between them ; 
and the che^'alier Azara, whom on other occa- 
(ions it was not eafy to deceive, fancied he faw 
in him not only a friend, but alfo a man of ami- 
able difpofition, refined underftanding, and con- 
ciliating manner, — fuch, in (hort, as the pope 
could defire for his minlfter in the critical cir- 
cumftances by which he was furrounded. 

The cardinal Zelada was difgufted with the 
miniftry, and had given more than fufficient 
proofs of X his incapacity. Nothing more than 
the flighteft hint was neceflfary to induce hirh to 
retire. The Spanilh minifter, who poifed in his 
hand the deftiny of Rome, was perfedlly fure of 
being able to influence the pontiff in his choice 
of a new fecretary of flate. Our agent in Rome 
at this time was Cacault, who had for many 
years been employed in • political miffions in 
Italy, where he had won the general efteem, 
Cacault frequently faw the cardinal Bufca, and 
had conceived of him as favourable an opinion 
as that entertained by the chevalier Azara. 
They both feemed to have forgotten a fcene 
which had proved that thofe forms of urbanity 
which the cardinal well knew how to affumo. 
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werie a cloak under which larked confiderable 
violence and rudenefs of paflion. At table at 
the houfe of the princefs della Santa-Croce, one 
of the guefts, who excited his jealoufy, having 
indulged in fome poignant fallies, Bufca dafhed 
his plate in his rival's face. He would not have 
efcaped a fevere retaliation, if the princefs had 
not interpofed her conciliatory influence to fe- 
parate the two champions. Through refpeO: 
for her, the quarrel was appeafed, and the 
amiable cardinal was pardoned that " niomen- 
" tary dart of vivacity'^ 

This adventure was nearly forgotten when 
Bufca was propofed to the pontiff by the Spanifli 
minifter to fill the poft of fecretary of ftate— 
that is to fay, was appointed. The chevalier 
Azara foon had reafon to reckon him among 
the number of thofe who requited his favours by- 
ingratitude, and Rome had equal caufe to ac- 
count him one of her moll dangerous minifters. 

Of the different fa£lions which agitated Rome 
and oppreffed the feeble pontiff with a load of 
heavy anxieties, the moft aftive was that of the 
Albani, which was, on mOre than one account, 
devoted to the houfe. of Auftria. The cardinal 
of that name, as dean of the Sacred College and 
.by his birth a member of almoft all the congre^ 
gations, had great influence on the determina- 
tipns of the Holy See. One of his nephews was 
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nuncio at Vienna : another was employed abcot 
the p?rfon of the archduKc Ferdinand^ gover- 
nor-general of Lombardy. Thus the whole fa- 
mily were, by the ties of intereft, attached to the 
court of Vienna. They and all their adherents, 
the fanatics, the partifans of the Englifli and 
Neapolitans, rented murmurs of indignation at 
the bare found of our fudceffes in Italy, and ex- 
erted their utmoft efforts to drag the court of 
Rome into the coalition of confederate Europe ; 
not, however, on a prefumption that Pius could, 
as a temporal potentate, throw any great weight 
into the fcale ; but becaufe they knew, that the 
Holy See ftill retained a powerful empire over 
the confciences of a part of Europe, and that, in 
the eyes of thofe faithful fons of the church, a 
caufe became fan£tified by the adherence of the 
fovereign pontiff* * ^ 

The various enemies of France, then, emn 
ployed at Rome all the machinations of intrigue, 
at one time to depreciate our viftories, at an- 
other to predift our difafters, and on every oc- 
fion to defame both the principles of the French 
revolution and the men v^^ho laboured to eftabliffh 
it. The moment our fucceffes appeared doubt- 
ful, thofe intriguers inflamed the raind of govern- 
ment, urged the military preparations, and re- 
commended meafures of oppreflion. Did we 
gaio any advantages ? they im:nediately re- 
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ceded; and the court of Rome, obedient tp 
their impulfe, fpoke in the language of concili- 
ation, and adopted fome fteps tending to prov^ 
its pacific difpofition. 

At this period the Neapolitans were prepar- 
ing to fend afSftance to Auftria; an. objetl 
which they could not accomplifh without march- 
ing their troops through the territories of the 
Ecclefiaftical State, Already they had adT 
variced a body of three thoufand men to Ponte- 
Corvo, under pretence of preventing defertion* 
This circumftance was an additional caufe of 
embarraffment to the court of Rome, who faw 
that they muft repel,. as a band of invaders, thofe 
troops whofe prefence they could not but fe-» 
cretly defire for their own defence. Cacault,in 
a written memorial, declared to the cardinal fe- 
cretary of ftate, that, if the Neapolitans entered 
the Roman territory, his government would con- 
fider the armiftice as broken. This menacing 
notice was communicated to the court of Naples; 
and on the anfwer of that court was now to de- 
pend the alternative of peace or war. 

The court of Rome were already involved in 
confiderable perplexity^ when they received a 
courier from Paris. His difpatches related to 
the negotiation which was about to be com- 
menced at Florence in confequence of the arr 
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miflice. The demands of the French govern* 
ment were peremptory. The hour of conqueft 
was not yet come ; but the feafon of delicacy was 
already part. We demanded, as a preliminary 
ilcp, a declaration by the pope, fetting forth, 
that, whereas certain common enemies had fur- 
reptitioufly obtained from his piety certain briefs 
which, in their principles and their efFefts, were 
contrary to the rights of nations, he "difap^ 
*^ proved and annulled them." The injunftion 
was fevere : that the infallible pontiff (hould, to 
the face of the univerfe, acknbwledge himfelf ta 
have been miJiakenJ fliould accufe his friends! 
ftiould renounce them ! But the danger was 
urgent, and called for a fpeedy determination* 
Pius affembled a congregation more numerous 
than any of the preceding, and c5mpofed of all 
the mod enlightened members of the Sacred Col- 
lege. Thefe were the dean Albani, Zelada, 
Gerdyl, Bufca, Antici, della Sommaglia, Anto- 
nelli, all cardinals of whom we have already 
fpoken — Caraffa,a man of talents, but intriguing, 
dangerous, and avowedly hoftile to the French-~ 
Roverella, one of thofe whofe pleafing manner 
had recommended them to the pope, and who 
with fuavity of difpofition united a mind tolera- 
bly well cultivated — Altieri, prudent and mo-.- 
derate even to timidity — Carandini, not defi- 
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cient either in addrefs or capacity, but devour-^ 
cd by fecret ambition, and univerfally hated and 
feared, Sic. 

. Even before this Areopagus had declared its 
opinion, Pius had again recourfe to the inter- 
pofition of the chevalier Azara to diffipate the 
ftorm which was gathering againft him at Flo- 
rence. But the apparent homage, thus paid to 
his capacity, was only a mean employed by his 
enemies to remove him out of the way. He 
foon perceived that fuch had been their view : 
for hardly had he fet out on his miffion when 
the fapient congregation pronounced in the 
mod ftrongly negative terms on the pretenfions 
of the Gallic government. In particular, the 
two oracles of Roman theology, Gerdy} and 
Antonelli, difplayed all their eloquence and eru- 
dition to prove that the church was undone if 
her chief incurred the criminal bafenefs of mak- 
ing the retrograde ftep which was required of 
him. His briefs, they maintained, were con- 
formable to the decifions of the councils, the 
opinions of the holy fathers, &c.j ^nd by a re- 
traftation of them he would fandtion all the in- 
roads made during the laft feven years upon 
the rights of the church. 

In dilating this decifion, the fpirit of fanati- 
cifm had perhaps lefs influence than the fpirit of 
•party — that is to fay, of that Auftrian faftioa 
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which had thrown alide the mafk fince the 
departure of the chevalier Azara^ and under 
whofe banner the new fecretary of ftate had en- 
rolled hirafelf. The great negotiator Galeppi, 
whp had accompanied Azara, ftill however con-» 
trived to fave appearances. Suddenly returned 
from Florence, he arrives at Rome, has a 
conference with the pope, another with the 
^cardinal Bufca. A new congregation, more 
numerous than the preceding, is direfted to exa- 
mine the conditions of peace propofed by the 
French government, and rejects them as inad- 
miffible. .Galeppi returns to Florence to try the 
efFeO: of a new attempt : but the predominant 
party at Rome were bent upon war y and the 
ftep which they had taken rendered it unavoid- 
able: they therefore make preparation for it, 
and by means which only increafe the difcon-' 
tent of the people. 

• The pope depreciates the coin by increafing 
its nominal value above one fourth. 

He deprives the churches and private indi- 
viduals of all their fuperfluous plate. 

He obliges all proprietors to fell their corn at' 
a low price to the department of the amona, 
and, in payment, to accept cedo/e at par, though 
at this time they were fuhjefl: to a difcount of_ 
above fifty per cent. 

The military preparatives were now carried 
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f)n with redoubled a£tivity, A civic guard 
was Wganifed at Rome ; and the greateft fa- 
milies afpired to diftinguifti themfelves on the 
occafion; The fcnator Re^zonico is nominated 
generaliffimo of that guard : the three princes, 
Aldobrandini, Gabrielli, and Giuftiniani, are 
appointed colonels. Thirty -two companies 
arte formed, each confifting of a hundred and 
fifty m^n: numerous patrols fcour the ftreets 
by night and by day ; ahd. Rome t/ie holy once 
more becomes Rome the warlike. Levies are 
made on all fides ; feven hundred men are di- 
fpatched toward Bologna and Perrara : the car- 
dinal Bufca collefts all the vagabonds fcattered 
throughout the Ecclefiaftical State, who are coa> 
pelled either to take up arms in its defence or 
to quit the country : the militia affembles witl> 
aftivity : nought is feen in every dire6iion but 
tranfportations of fmall arms *, artillery, tents, 
waggons. Contributions of every fpecies pouf 
ia from all quarters : gold, filver, jewels, cedoUy 
provifions, cattle, every thing is offered with a 
kind of enthufiafm which might have beeij 
miftaken for that of patriotifm. Several rich 
individuals levied corps at their own gharge, ot 

* The expreffion in the original is fomewhat different, Viz, 
4Tmis blanches^ compriling fwords, bayonew, pik^s, &c. fcc, 
tat excladlDg aU kinds of ;£]?e-arms. 
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defrayed the expenfe of equipping or afmin^ 
them — the cbnftable ColDnna, for inftance, a 
complete regiment of infantry — the banker Tur- 
Jonia, a company of cavalry confifting of eighty-, 
men fully equipped. 

In this almoft general ferment, equal activity 
is every-where difplayed. The Roman govern* 
ment, ftiaking off its habitual torpor, feems to 
have refumed fome portion of energy only fdf 
the purpofe of running with hafly ftrides to ruin*. 
Pius, himfelf the tool of the predominant fac- 
tion, fends to all the catholic courts a manifefto, 
in which, after having explained the ftate of his 
negotiation with France, he calls upon th^m to 
unite. in the defence of religion. At the fame 

. time he addreffcs to his fubje£ts a proclamation 
exhorting them to take up arms fbr the purpofe 
of repelling the aggrefTor. He fufpends the exr 
ccution of the armiftice, which had -already been 

■ commenced. Haifa million, on account of the 
contribution which he had to pay, was by this 
time at Rimini : he ordered it to be brought 
backj together with the cattle that conftituted 
a part of the fourth million payable in articles of 
provifion. The feven hundred thoufand crowns! 
drawn from the caftle of Saint-Angelo for the 
fame purpofe, were carried back to the coffers . 
whence they had been taken: the ftatues, al-^ 
ready packed up in cafes, were replaced, in their. 
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former ftadons : the cardinal Pignatelli, who wa« 
advanced on his journey toward Brefcia, received 
orders to return. 

All thefe meafures, liable to the charge of 
raihnefs at lead, were principally concerted v^^ith 
the court of Vienna; but, fr©m that of Naples 
Hkewife, fupport *was confidently expefted ; 
when fuddenly the Roman government .were in- 
formed that the marquis del Vafto had juft 
figned a treaty of peace between that court and 
the French republic. They inflantly confidered 
themfelves as undone ; and in faft^fo they were^ 
but for a combination of circumftances to which 
the papacy was indebted for the ephemeral 
prolongation of its exiftence. 

. Ijet pofterity determine what motives could 
have induced Buonaparte to fpare the pontifical 
throne which it would have^been fo eafy for 
him to crufli under the^ wheels of his triumphal 
car : fuflice it for us to retrace here a fammary 
Iketch of thofc fa£ls of which we have beea 
witncfles. 

The chevalier Azara, who had gone to" Flo- 
rence in the hope of faving the court of Rome, 
felt fomething more than ^ftonillimeiit on learn- 
ing, that, in his abfence, (b great and fuccefsful 
pains w^ere taken to ruin it ; and that, iriftead 
of wifning for his return, the cabal openly con- _ 
gratulated themfelves on having refcued the 
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pontiff from his influence. Pius knew not well 
how he ought to condu£l himfelf toward the 
Spanifh minifter: on the one hand, he dared not 
venture to follow his counfels j on the other, he 
was afraid of difpleafing the court of Madrid. 
In Oftober 1^96, he thought it incumbent on 
him to make a direft application to Charles 
IV., requefting him to interpofe his mediation 
between France and the Holy See. 

The Spanifti monarch returned a very affec- 
tionate anfwer, in which however he explicitly 
declined the requefted interference. The pon- 
tiff now felt how unwifely he had afilcd in aban- 
doning Azara to the blind indignation of the fana- 
tics. The cardinal' Bufca endeavoured to pre- 
ferve toward the chevalier a femblance of cor- 
diality and gratitude even at the moment while 
he entertained with the court of Vienna a per- 
fidious connexion, of which the intended iffu^ 
was to terminate in the overturning of all that 
the. Spanifh minifter had accompliflied : and in 
his correfpondence, to 'which he laboured to 
give the appearance of friendfhip, he had inti- 
mated to him that the pope would feel himfelf 
ferioully embarraffed if, at fo critical a judfture, 
that niinifter were again to make his appearance 
at Rome. This was the circumftance that gave 
rife to the letter written by Azara to cardinal 
Btifca in the year 1796,— a letter certainly not 



intended for publication, but which neverther 
lefs was publilhed. 

That letter was noble and lofty : the juft re- 
fentment that warmed Azara's breaft, was dif- 
guifed in it under the forms of friendfhip and 
familiarity, which however did not prevent it 
from being extremely apparent. He gave the 
papal minifter information of the treaty which 
we had recently concluded with the Neapolitan 
court, and of the confequences which muft 
thence refult to the Holy See. " I ought not," 
added he, " to communicate fuch intelligence to 
•* a minifter who is not at liberty to enter into 
" explanations with a poor infeSled mortal: but 
" my heart js weak, and feels an affeftion for 
" my friends, even when they are ungrateful^ be- 
*' caufe it fuppofes them to be miftaken, and 
** willing to be undeceived.'* — " I fee," added he 
in another place, ** that, in fpite of evil influ- 
" ence, he" (the pope, who had written to him) 
'* retains a friendfliip and kindnefs for me : a^ . 
" fure him that I am very far from wifliing to 
" expofe him to the inconvenience which he 
*' might fuffer from my return to Rome. I well 
*' know to what exceffes a crowd of phrenfied 
"fools are capable of proceeding: they may 
" caufe the Spanifh palace to be fet on fire, my 
** furniture to be deftroyed-^they may indulge 
^ in every outrage againft me — but th«y cannpt 
U3 
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*^ difturb the peace of my confcience. It docs 
*^ not become me to obtrude my advice, while you 
" have fo many other advifers : yet, as a laft 
" token of my friendlhip, I muft inform yoa 
" that a moment may fave you at the expenfc 
** of fome facrifices : but, that moment once 

" elapfed, your ruin will be complete If 

" a reliance on your own ftrength, if your arma-» 
^''ments, infpire you with confidence, confumma-' 
" turn eji*,^^^-^^^ Aflure the pope,*' faid he in COU'- 
cluuon, " that I am his friend, not his flat- 
" terer." Then aiTuming with the. cardinal a 
tone of familiar gaiety which reminded him of 
his former connexioi.s with the Spanirti m'inifteF^ 
and of one of his Eminence's favourite jnclina-* 
tions, " As to you," faid he, " moft eminent 
** fecFL^tary ! I woaid be ftrongly tempted to give 
*^ you a drL:bbir.£r, and then to dine with you.oi) 
•* turkey aiid irLffles. Adieu ! I beftow onyofi 
*^ my ber.cdidi )n.*' 

But thcfe reproaches were inefFeSualj> tbefe 
advices came too late : the pope was too clofely. 
furroundcd by evil counfellors, to be any longer 
acce.Lb'.e to the voice of reafon. In vain was 
Cacault vcfted vviih plenlpotential authority to 
negotiate: in vain did Buonaparte. fend infornaa» 
tion to the pope that his holinefs had it in hi§ 

♦ The bufiaefs is dooe — 'tis gQ over with .you. 
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power to obtain terms lefs fevere ,than thofe 
which had been fent to him from Florence ; 
that, for his own part, he wilhed '^ rather to bje 
'* the faviour of the head of the church, and of 
** thofe beautiful countries, than their deftroyer/' 
The only arifwer obtained by Cacault, was, that 
the court of Rome lay under engagements to ' 
the emperor, whom it was therefore neceffary 
for them»to confuJt in. the firft inftance. 

Accordingly there exifted at that time a very 
aSive negotiation -between monfignor Albiani 
and the cabinebof Vienna. At. firft the inter- 
preter of the Holy €ee was very indifferently re- 
ceived: he heard the court of Rome condemned 
for having figned the armiftice and formed a 
connexion with the court of Naples without 
the emperor's confent ; nor did he obtain more 
than a hope that his imperial majefty would not 
abandon the caufe of the church. 

The coldncfs of this recepticm nearly had the 
efFe£l of leading back the courtof Rome into the 
•path of prudence, and inducing them to refuoiB 
the negotiatiorts wfiich had been commenced «t 
Florence. Such indeed was the cohduft recom- 
mended by fome of the cardinals, and pjarticu^ 
larly by Valenti and Antici : but the opinion^ df 
cardinal Albani prevailed; "r There is," faid he 
to the congregation, " nothing furprifing in the 
•*' reception of which you complain : it h oiily.a 

U4 



*' natural confcquence of the German mvinert: 
** let us temporife : we' may reft affured that tl)c 
•* court of Vierma will again come ovet to us." 

The event in fome meafure verified the pre* 
didions of the cardinal dean. Soon after^ a 
courier from his nephew arrives with informii- 
tion that the emperor had confented to an alliance 
with the pontiff*, and promifed to fend higi ge-, 
neral Colli, feveral officers, and ten thoufanfl 
men, to drive the French from both \hp lega- 
tions. 

This intelligence intoxicated with joy the 
pope and that crowd of fanatics who wiihcd for 
war, from whofe dangers they were perfonally 
exempt. The delirium appeared univerial in 
Rome, becaufe moderate men were filent an^ 
fighed in fecret. Whoever fliQuId have at- 
tempted to open the eyes of the court pf Rome 
to the inanity of their projefis, and to the daq* 
gers which they courted, would haye been 
brat;ded as a Jacobin. The fatal war ^nto whicji 
they had determined to plunge, "was clothed 
Vith all the forms of a war in defence ofrelipgn^ 

Each body of troops, previous to their dcj- 
parture, affifled at a fermon well f:^lculatie4 %9 
fire their bofoms with fanaticifm. The yclun- 
teer cavalry, before they commenced their 
march, devoted a week, not to tadtical mao^ 
^uvres, but to fpiritiia} exerci/es. On the' fix t^ 
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of January 1797, were confecrated, in Saint-Pe^ 
tier's church, the colours of.feveral corps who 
were ready to take the field. On thofe colours 
was embroidered a crofs in imitation of the 
labarum of Conftantine, accompanied by the 
following infcription, an infallible prefage of 
yiftory— •" In hoc figm vinces.'* — " Go !" cried 
the fanatic monks who were commiilioned to 
exhort thofe patriot heroes— r** go, fight in the 
** caufe of religion 1 Imitate your anceftiwrs ! Goj 
^ and conquer the univerfe !" 

Amid this phrenfy of enthufiafm> it was dif« 
ficult to obtain a hearing for the language of 
nloderation. Cacault neverthelefs attempted it^ 
he propofed fome conditions which under any 
other circumftances would have been accepted. 
The Neapolitan minifter, the marquis del Vafto, 
who at this tiriie poffefled confiderable influence, 
a£ted as mediator in hope of inducing the court 
of Rome to accede to them. But the congre- 
gation, being confu)ted, reje6ted them almoft 
unanimoufly ; demanding, as a preliminary, the 
reftitution of the two legations. 

During thefe tranfaftions, on the twentieth of 
January arrives general Colli, whofe prefence 
infpires the Romans with additional boldnefs. 
He vifits his hplinefs's petty army : he is pleafed 
with the foldiers, difTatisfied with the officers : 
lie. demands fugmentationi^ particularly ifi ci^- 
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v'alryi The pftperepofes in him a blind confi- 
dence, and intrufls him with the exercife of hi% 
fovereign power. He ftrains every nerve to 
complete, under the command of the Auftrian 

.generaly.'the number of at leaft fix tboufaiul 

^horfe and eight j^houfand foot. — But Budhapai:te 

-is foon to re-appear upon the ftage, and the fcene 
will quickly change. 

That youthful conqueror, obliged to raife the 
fiege of Mafttua, had marched with a detach-. 

^ ment of his army to ftrike a blow at Legorn. 
At the expiration of three weeks he was re- 
turned. In the interval of his abfence, the feat* 

. tered parts of his army had formed a union. 
Our enemies,' whofe hopes had been re-animated, 
by that diveriion to a point remote from the 
•principal theaitre^ of the war, now fpeediJy fa^v 

.all their projeQs overthrown; • The year 1796 
concladcd .with a feries of fucceffes fo brilliant 

• and rapid and >numerous, that the military hiftory 
o( the univerfe cannot/ perhaps fumifli a more 
memprable epoch. -^ 

It was during this time that the pope carried 
on his negotiatfons with the emperor, and ob* 
tained from him 'the promife of ten thoufand 
men and one of his generals. We -already .had 
ftrong reafons for fufpefiting this perfidiousMui'- 
der-plot, when Buonaparte found pofitive proof 
of it in an interci^pfed letter from 4:he' cai^inal 
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Bufca to monfignor Albani who .fo faithfully 
ferved at Vienna the anti-gallican faftion in 
Rome. The cardinal very explicitly faid in that 
letter—" So long as I am allowed to hope fgr ^ 
^* affiftancc from the emperor, t will temporife 
" with refpeft to the propofitions of peace made 
-^^ to us by the French.'* And in another vplace 
•— " Still true to my opinion, an(;l jealous of my 
** honour, which 1 think hurt by treating with 
** the French while there exifts a -negotiation 
^* pending between us and the court of Vienna/* 
He fpoke in it with great franknefs refpe£ling 
general Colli: he impalientjy awaited his ar- ' 
jival, he calculated with monfignor Albani fhe. 
means of exciting a civil warjn France, *^ with^ 
^' out too. deeply implicating^ the JHioJy See,"'&c. 
After fuch a difcovery there was no longer 
any delicacy to be obferved toward the court of 
Rome^ On the thirteenth, of Pluviofe (February, 
j8, J 797) Buonaparte, from his head-quarters at 
Bologna, declared, that, the pope having for* 
nially refufed to execute two articles of the ar» 
miftice concluded on the fegond of Meffidor 
preceding— r-having inceffantly continued to ex*- 
4:ite people to the crufade againft Frahce— »i 
having even caufed his troops to advance within 
ten miles of Bologna — having commenced hof-i» 
tile negotiations with the court of Vienna-^^and, 
jQnally^ h9.virig xefofed Xo Snfwer the pacific 
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overtures fnade by citizen Cacault, nniinf{fcr of 
the French republic, &c. — the armiftice was 
broken> 

Immediately after the promulgation of this 
fpecies of niamfefto, the French army invaded 
the EccleGaftical State, feifed upon Imola, Forli, 
Cefena (the pope's birth-place); and, in the 
outfet, Piusfuffered the lofs of four or five 
hundred men killed, a thoufand prifoners, four 
pieces of artillery, &:c. 

Colli, however, was exempt from the difgrace 
of thefe firft difafters. He had not reached 
Rome until the twelfth of January ; when he 
immediately bellowed his attention on the orga- 
nifation of the papal forces.' But our warriors 
gained fo rapid fuccefTes that the commander in 
chief of the troops of the Holy See was foon 
left without an army to command. In few days 
the French made themfelves mafters of Ro- 
magna, the duchy of Urbino, and the marqui- 
fate of Ancona : and on the thirtieth of Pluviofe 
(February 18) Buonaparte dated his difpatches 
from his head-quarters at Tolentino, fome leagues 
beyond Loreto : for the celebrated image bf the 
Virgin at that place had performed no miracles 
to check the rapidity of pur career. The Santa 
Cafa, which contained it, was fituate on an emi- 
nence commanding the fbore of the Adriatic^ 
from vrhich it i§ \wo miles and half diftant^ 
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Defended by a feeble walj, two fmnU forts, and 
a garrifon of twelve men, what refources did it 
poffefs for refiftance on every, fide, and particu-i 
larly on that of the land ? Biit the beach is un- 
approachable except by boats : and that wall, 
thofe forts, the proximity of the fortrefs of An*- 
cona — the ftrength of the church containing the 
treafures, which is folidly built, and fecuredwith 
brazen gates — the Santa Cafa itfelf being coated 
with marble and (hut with iron doors — all thefc 
€ircumftances combined wei'e fufficient t6 pre- 
ferve the revered image from the rapacity of 
the infidels. The pope little fufpefted by 
what kind of infidels this monument; of fuper- 
ftition was to be plundered : it fuffered that fate 
from the hands of the French fo eafily viftorious. 
A lavifh profr'ion of diamonds ornamented the 
Virgin and the infant Jefus:. but 3evotees are 
credulous and far from quick -fighted ; and the 
profane vifit of Buonaparte was neceffary to 
convince the world that the greater number of 
thofe diamonds were equally falfe as the divinity 
to ,whom they were confecrated. 

Meanwhile what were the Romans doing? 
They had at firft fuffered their imaginations to be 
dazzled by the moft brilliant, illuiions on feeing 
that the emperor ferioufly attended to the inter- 
efts of the Holy See : anti-gallican hatred was 
fuffered to rage ungontroled : Frenchmeiv were 



imprifoned: our commiffioners were in(ulted# 
and particularly our minifter Cacault. But, on 
hearing of the triumphant inarch of the Gallic 
army, Rome trembled, and turned her attention 
toward the means of appeafing the refentment 
of the exafperated conqueror. 

That conqueror, however, was lefs formidable 
than the Romans fuppofed him : he did not wifti 
to overturn the pontifical throne; and he now 
gave a fecond proof of bis difpofition in that 
refpecl. 

When, in the preceding year, after he had 
invaded the legatine governments of Bologna 
and Ferrara, there broke forth an infurre£tion in. 
the latter, the little town of Lugo, which had 
been the principal focus of the diforder, was 
indeed treated with great rigor : but the hand 
of vengeance flopped there : -for Buonaparte 
aimed only at producing repentance; witnefs, 
his treatment of , cardinal Mattei, archbifhop of 
Ferrara. 

Sprung from one of the principal families of 
Rome, and elevated to the higheft dignities of 
the church, Mattei was as finiple as a village- 
prieft, and with all the fincerity of his heart a 
fanatic. At the approach of the French, he had 
mounted his pulpit and declaimed againft them 
with truly apoftolic zeal. Buonaparte, viftoriou'f 
in fpite of his eminence's holy oratory, fent fo 
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hrm, repriii}anded him, and ordered Jiira to prif* 
fon. On the morrow he fummoned him to his. 
prefence, and made him undergo a long admo- 
nition, to which the good cardinal made no 
other arifvver than a humble peccavi*, Buona- 
parte, affected by his docility, propofed tobim, 
as an atonement for his offences, to go. in per- 
fon to Rome, there to negotiate a folid peace, 
and thus to fave his country and his fovereign, 
' Mattel embraced the offer with enthufiafm, 
and promifed every thing that was required of 
him, provided that the fpiritual rights of the ^ 
Holy See fbould remain inviolate. He more 
than once repeated — " We can refignedly fub^ 
" mit to every temporal facrifice : but, for God's 
" fake, dear general ! let us not meidle with fpi- 
" ritual matters/' In this difpofition he fet out 
for Rome, where atfirfthe experienced an in-, 
different reception becaufe. he made profeffioa 
of pacific fentimcats which did not accord with 
thofe of the Holy See : but it was foon glad 
to employ his interpoiition. 

He had now continued at Rome fince the 
month of Oftober 1796: and, on the news of 
• Buonaparte's fucceffes, he wrote to that con- 
queror a pathetic letter which did not fail to 
produce its intended effeft. Buonaparte an- 

\ 

* • * I have tranfgreffed — I have done wro ng. 
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(Wcred it on the tvlrenty-fifth of Pluviofe: **I 
** recogniiei," faid he to the cardinal* ** in the 
** letter thit you have taken the trouble of writ- 
" ing to me, that fimplieity of manners, which 
^ cbarafterifes you/' — The general then entered 
into fome details refpeSing the cdufes of com- 
plaint which the court of Rome had given to 
France, and concluded with thefe words— ^" I 
'* am willing once more to prove to entire Eu- 
•* rope the moderation of the direftory of the 
" French republic, by granting him • ^ve days 
** to fend a negotiator, provided with full powers 
*^ who fhall repair to Foligno, where I fhall 
« be," &c. 

Inftead of a fingle plenipotentiary, the pope 
without delay fent him four— his nephew the 
duke Ludovico-Brafchi, and the marquis Ca- 
millo Maffimi, merely for the fake of adding 
dignity to the tranfaftion— the cardinal Mattel^ 
as perfonally known to Buonaparte— and mon- 
llgnor Galeppi, an acute and dextrous negoti- 
ator, apd, of the four, the one upon whom he 
placed the greateft reliance. They had an in- 
terview with Buonaparte at Tolentino, inftead, 
of Foligno, the place before appointed. 

The conferences at firft proceeded flowly. 
The plenipotentiaries attempted to higgle about 

* The pope. 
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a few millions: biit Buonaparte, Who Was eqUfllly 
in hafte to levy ^ fort of contribution on the Ec* 
clefiaftical State, itnd to return and place himfelf 
again at the head of his army to invade the here- 
ditary ftates of the emperor — Buonapartp, tired of 
the tedious progress of the Roman negotiators, 
faid to cardinal Mattei on the eighteenth of Fe- 
bruary 1797, " If you do not to-morrow give uti- 
'/ referved confent to all my propofitions, on the 
** following day Til march againft Rome." — On 
the morrow the good cardinal waited on the ge- 
neral, faying, *^ We confent to the whole." 

Immediately they began to draw up the ar- 
ticles : they dined : after dinner the treaty was 
concluded : they figned it : they fupped, em- 
braced each other, and feparated. The next 
day Buonaparte, with the ofEcers of his ftafF, 
jRTiis on his way to Auftria, having left behind 
bim general Vidor, who, with an army of fifteen 
thoAifand men, formed a line acrofs the Eccle- 
fidftical State, from Perugia tp Ancofia, atid 
remained there until the articles of the treaty 
were carried into execution. The principal of 
thofe articles were in fubftance as follow— 

The pope (hall pay thirty-one millions. 

He fliall furnifli fixteen hundred horfes fully 
caparifoned. 

He (hall grant a penfion to the family o£ 
Baffeville. 
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There (hall be a treaty of commerce totf* 
eluded with Fraiice. 

All Romagna fliall be free ; and therd fliall }>tf 
a French garrifon at Ancona. 

While this tfeaty was under negotiation, the 
greater part of the Ecclefiaftical State was oc- 
cupied by the French arms ; and all was con- 
fufion at Rome. Terror had filenced' refent-^ 
ment. There was neither courage not* unani- 
mity in the councils : not a man to be found 
who was capable of direfting the m^afur^s Which 
circumftances required. The pope in particulai* 
was panic-ftruck ; and, while his deputies were 
letting out for Tolentino, he was making his 
preparations for retiring to Naples. A confi- 
derable treafure was to have been fent before 
him to Terracina. On the report of thdt pro- 
jeft, the people flocked in crowds to the bank to 
exchange their cedoky which they offered at a 
difcotmt of feventy per cent- The treafure dif- 
appeared: the pontiff was diverted from his 
projeftj and, to give a different direftion to the 
people's thoughts, he lavifhly treated them with 
proceffions, the forty hours' praytrs, and pulpit 
inve£tive againft the French. 
< With refpeft tp general Colli,- he foon per- 
ceived that he had been placed at the head of 
troops who ran away at the flighteft fliadow of 
danger* He had rearori to congratulate himfelf 
on the refoiution which the pope had taken /of 



ternfiihating fo unfortunate st war with kil po(- 
fible fpeed: but he had the mortification of 
feeing the pontiff's deputies fet out to beg a 
peace at Tolentino without giving him any no^ 
tic6, and the treaty afterw&rd figned without- 
any intimation to him of what was going (ot^ 
ward. Never had a campaign' been of fhort-' 
cr duration, never miffion lefs fuccefsful. He 
hafted to quit a theatre where he had found 
neither glory nor refpeft; 

The pope had much ftrongef dlaims to pity, 
if indeed compaffion be due to merited misfor- 
tunes. He faw the fabric of his hopes over- 
thrown, three of his provinces irrecoverably loft, 
his coflfers empty, his fubjefts difeontented, and 
already exhaufted by the pecuniary efforts which 
the armiftice had required. New exertions 
however were "necefrary td fulfil the conditions 
of the recent treaty. On the twenty-fourth of 
February, the cardinal Bufca publifhed a mourn- 
ful proclamation^ in which he reminded the 
pontiflf fs fubje£ts> that, " on the fixth of July 
" preceding, they had been called upon fo de^ 
** liver up the whole of their plate 5 that after- 
" Ward the pope had gracioufly contented him- 
•^ felf with one half; but that, the prefent con- 
•* juncture being yet more critical than the for* 
" mer, his holinefs commanded that the remain-^ 
" ing moiety of thofe articles of gold and filver 
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^^ ihould within the fpace of three days be cai> 
^ ricd to the pontifical treafury." 

This was one of the laft public a6ts performed 
by that cardinal Bufca who had fo infolently 
betrayed the confidence repofed in him by the 
minifters of France and Spain. The pope, to 
convince the French government of the finccrity 
of his converfion, thought it neceflary to difmifs 
the perfidious minifter who had led him aftray, 
and well nigh ruined him. By that flep he par- 
ticularly wiflied to appeafe the chevalier Azara, 
whom a very juft refentment kept as it were 
in exile at Florence. Accordingly, as fopn as 
Bufca was retired from office, preffing folicita-* 
tions were made to induce the Spanifli minifter 
to return to Rome. AccordFngly he did return^j 
but not till after the expiration of a month. 
The pride of the Holy See, however^ would not 
fuffer the public to entertain an idea that it was 
folely for the purpofe of gratifying the court of 
Madrid that the cardinal had been difmiffed. A 
report was fpread in Rome that the pope had 
only yielded to the exprefs defire of Bufca him- 
felf. 

The choice of a perfon to fucceed him was 
embarraffing. The poft of prime minifter could 
not be given to ariy cardinal againft whom ftrong 
.prepoffeffions were entertained by the French 
government — a circumftance which neceflarily 
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excluded a great number of the members of the 
Sacred College. The Neapolitan mini fter, the 
marquis del \(afto, was at this time all-powerful 
in Rome. He was the foul of the party who 
had hurried the Holy See into ill-judged mea- 
fures, and whofe hopes had been fo completely 
difappointed. He had recently cemented an air 
liance between his family and that of the cardi* 
nal Doria, of whom a favourable idea had been 
formed in France, and with- whom the French 
and Spanifli minifters had always lived on a 
footing of intimacy. He thought that the choice 
of fuch a minifter would reconcile all the dif^ 
ferent interefts ; and, while he only confulted his 
own private affettion, he well enough promoted 
our views. The cardinal Doria united a good 
tmderftanding with purity of intentions, but pof- 
, feffed neither the experience nor the energy 
which the circumftances of the times would have 
required. He did not perfonally merit any fe- 
rious reproaches from us : and, though he was 
unable to fupport the tottering fabric of the Ro- 
man government, at leaft he did not contribute 
to accelerate its fall. 

But that government had already received the 
fatal (hock, and the peace' of Tolentino could 
not fave it from ruin. That pacification had only 
increafed the difafters', the difcontents, and the 
exhaulUon of the ftate. The papal territories 
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were cvery-where (haken by violent convulfidns t 
in the marquifate of Ancona, at Macerata, at 
Jefi, at Monte-Sant-^lpidio, infarreftionary at- 
taclfs were m^de upon the French ; nor was it 
without bloody executions that the rebels could 
be repreffed. In the duchy of Urbino, on the 
contrary, where the Gallic invafion had excited 
a relifh and a hope of liberty, the people felt 
^xtrpme reluttance to bend their necks anew to 
^e pontifical yoke : and in a ftate much more 
pontigupus tp the capital, in the Perugino, there 
exifted a wifli tq fhake off the papal chain, and 
form a ynion with the Cis-Padane republic. 
I^ever had any country groaned under the inflic- 
tion of fo many fcourges at the. fame moment. 

The refentment of Spain furniflied an addi- 
tional caufe of chagrin to the Holy See. Charles 
IV. had felt deep indignation at the manner in 
which the qourt of Rome had behaved toward 
the chevalier Azara : and he thought it incon- 
fiftent with his dignity that he (hould again make 
his appearance there until he had received fignal 
fatisf^ftion, Neverthelefs, when the Spaniih 
monarch faw the Ecclefiaftical St^te invaded hj 
our troops, and the holy father threatened in his 
vefy capital, his filia-l piety was moved : the 
chevalier Azara w^s authorifed to return to his 
poft, and accordingly fcp went baclj to Rqme in 
April 1797. 
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Charles went further, but under the infliience 
of certaif) nrjotiyes which the Holy See did not 
perhaps fafpeft till afterward. — There were then 
5t his coart two prelates, fuppofed to be very adtive 
intriguers, and whom 4 prevalent party wilhed 
to remove put of the w^y undQr fome plaufible 
pretext. The critical ppfition in which his bo-? 
liriefs at thjs time ftood, furnjflied fucb a pre- 
text ; a prppofal was mad^ to th^oi pf goipg to 
complirpent the pope, to give him confoUtipn, 
to pid hini by their counfels : and, for the pur- 
pofe of concealing the real pbjeft of this million, 
the preg^utipq v/as takqri of decorating it by 
the addition of a prelate refpe£lable fof hi^ ch^- 
rafter, as well as the regularity of his pondu£l 
and his exalted dignity — the cardinal Loreti- 
zana, archbiQiop of Toledo. The two prelates 
who accompanied him were d'Efpuig, archbi- 
fliop of Seville, who had formerly been at Rome 
in the quality of auditor of the Rota — and Muf- 
quiz, arcljbifliop of 5?leucia, and ghoftly di^ 
rpdor tq the queeq. 

Thefe three prelates fet out under a perfua- 
(ion that they were going to fulfil a very impor- 
tpint miffion. D'Efpuig, in particular, who en- 
tertained ambitious views, did not doubt that it 
would conduft him to the honours of the cardi- 
nalate and the office of protector of the churches 
0/ Spain. The cardinal Lorenzana, much more 
X 4 
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fimple in his manners as well as his defires, and 
fincerely attached to the Holy See, undertook 
the journey to Rome as an apoftolic peregrina- 
tion. He was a devoted fon going to aid his pa- 
rent in diftrefs. The reverend fathers of the 
order of Mercy, with whom he had formerly had 
connexions, had prepared a lodging in their con- 
vent for him and his two fellow-travellers. The 
chevalier Azara had recently returned to Rome, 
where he ftill had numerous enemies. Wifliing 
to remove the cardinal Lorenzana beyond the 
reach of their influence, he urgently preffed him 
to come and refide in the palace of Spain. The 
two other prelates remained with the monks of 
the order of Mercy, and foon difcovered the 
inanity of their miffion. 

This triple embafly, which had made fomuch 
noife in Spain and Italy, finally appeared to have 
had no other objefl than a fimple homage paid 
by his catholic raajefty to the head of the church. 
The archbifhop of Seville and the queen's con- 
feflbr returned td Spain after the expiration of a 
few months ; the cardinal Lorenzana alone con- 
tinuing with the pope, whom he did not aban- 
don even in his concluding misfortunes. This 
was one confolation which the pious and humane 
Charles wifhed to leave to the dethroned pontiff! 
Commotions, anxieties of every kind, lively 
alarms, ferious loffes, a cataftrophe 'which coft 
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him at once his money and his peace and his 
glory, humiliations, infurreftions, every thing 
that can render a prince's reign tempeftuous— • 
fuch were the events that marked for Pius the 
chief part of the year 1 797. H was as deeply 
afFefted by them as he poffibly could be: he 
was attacked by fo fevere a malady during the 
month of May, that the choice of a fucceflbr 
was already become an objedt of deliberation. 
Three candidates were placed, on the lift — Mat- 
tel, whofe interpofition had obtained peace for 
the Holy See, and who was fuppofed to be lefs 
difagreeable to France tha« any other cardinal 
-^Antici, whofe addrefs and activity we have 
more than once had occafion to mention — and 
Chiaramonte, who was fupported by the older 
cardinals who were themoft ftrongly attached to 
the obfolete prefenfions of the court of Rome. 

Pius's recovery fruftrated many calculations, 
difappointed many hopes, and even excited dif- 
fatisfa£tion among the Romans, who are more 
defirous of changes than any other people. The 
duke Brafchi felt the efFefts of their ill-humour: 
coming out from his convalefcent uncle, he was 
ftunned with a peal of hifles ; and, not daring to 
return to his own palace, he immediately fet out 
for Terracina, taking his way through his duchy 
of Nemi. This was a new fymptom of that fer- 
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mentation which was beginning todifcover itfelf 
in feveral parts of the papal dominions, and even 
at Rome, where the fcarcity of fpecie inflamed 
the public difcontent to the higheft degree^ 
That thirft of revolution which had already pof- 
feffed a certain portion of the people, (bowed 
itfelf in various modes. On the gate of that 
feme duke Brafchi, had been written in red 
letters thefe menacing words — " Arrendetevij 
•' tiranni ! O morte^ o liberta * /" Bills were alfo 
ftuck up in various places, holding forth the fame 
alarming alternative. The Carmagnole and other 
patriotic airs were publicly fung; and people 
were heard to fay aloud in the ftreets, " As foon 
** as the pope dies, the face of affairs will be 
** changed.** No meafures were fpared that 
<;ould tend to provoke an infurreftion, or at leaft 
to excite the apprehenfion of fuch an event. In 
one place was read on the walls, *^ The time is 
" come;" in another, " Rome is in her laft 
" agony f/* In the beginning of Auguft, a 
paper was feen polled up, which contained thfi 
following lines : 

♦ Submit, ye tyrants ! Death or liberty ! / 

f Literally, *' at the extreme unBlon^* in allufion to the 
popifh ceremony of anointing lick perfons with confecrated ojl 
in t^eir laft agonies. 
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<* ^on abbiamo pazienza : 
** Non vogliamo piii eminenza,. 
'* Non vogliamo piii fantit^, 
*' Ma eguaglianza e liberty *.•* 

For fome time the Roman government con* 
tinned to witnefs thefe diforders with nearly paf- 
five apathy : but about ^he middle of the year 
1797 they appeared to affume fo alarming an 
afpeft, that it very unfeafonably relinquifhed that 
fyftem of torpid inaftivity, which never could 
have proved fo fatal to it as the vigilance and 
feverity that it thought neceflary to be exerted 
in thefe latter times. The garrifon of Romd 
was changed, and augmented with additional 
force : the caftle of Saint- Angelo was fupplied 
"with provifions and ammunition, as if there had 
exifted an intention of making it fuftain a regu- 
lar fiege ; and troops were ftationed in different 
quarters of the city. 

Thefe, however, were only precautionary mea- 
fures, for which the influence of urgent terror 
might be admitted as a reafonable apology : but 
when the government was feen to employ more- 
over the expedients of trembling and oppreflive 
defpotifm— rto arreft perfons who appearedy^/- 
ciousj fuch as Angelucci, a fkilful furgeon and a 
zealous patriot, who has lince been fo amply 

^ Our patience is exhauHed : we do not choofe to have aof 
more StnlneDces or Holinefles, but liberty and equality. 
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avenged for that tranfient outrage— two bro- 
thers, of the name of Bouchard, bookfellers— ► 
Afcanelli, a rich Jew, in whofe houfe were af- 
ferted to have been found ten thoufand yellow 
cockades (the colour worn by the Romans), a 
quantity of fire-arms, three trees of liberty, &c, 
—from that moment people faid that " the l^ft 
*^ hour of the papacy was at hand/* 

The pecuniary embarraffments, which alone 
would have been fufficient to excite a revolu- 
tion, were a ferious addition to the many already 
exifting caufes of anxiety. The contribution 
which, the French had exacted by the treaty of 
Tolentino, had exhaufted every public, every 
private, coffer. The pontiff had been obliged 
to repeat his emiffions of cedole^ confequently to 
depreciate ftill lower that paper-money which 
was already in fo low a (late of depreciation. 
The riches of the church ftill prefented him with, 
fome refources. Thofe fcruples which refpe^ 
that facred property in ordinary times, were now 
wholly unfeafonablc : accordingly, in the month 
of Auguft, all the clergy, fecular and regular, 
were ordered to exhibit a minute flatement of 
their property, and within fix months to furniih 
a loan to the amount of one-fixth of its value at 
an interefl of three per cent. 

This edict increafed the public difcontent* 
The clergy openly accufed Pius of violating the 
facred canons, the bulls, and the oaths by which 
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he had bound himfelf on his acceflion to the 
pontifical throne. He had gone to Vienna, they 
obferved, " for the exprefs purpbfe of diverting 
*^ Jofeph 11. from bis intention of devoting a part 
** of the church property to the neceflities of his 
" ftatej and now himfelf imitated the condu£i 
" of that philofophic prince." The pope could 
hardly appear in public without being hooted 
and hiffed. Several cardinals were even infulted 
with abufive language, among others the cardi- 
nal Carandini, who fell fick of chagrin in confe* 
quence of it. The Roman purple was not ac- 
€uftomed to be treated with fuch irreverence. 
But it was principally againft the cardinal ne-^ 
phew that the torrent of popular indignation 
was direfted. His name, furrounded with dif* 
graceful epithets, was difplayed in all the in-* 
flammatory bills with which every wall in Rome 
was covered. 

The fermentation now fpread through all 
ranks and all ages. At this period was difco- 
vered a kind of confpiracy formed among the 
ftudents, who were impatient of the yoke of 
their preceptors, and enamoured of the tricolor 
cockade. The elements of a revolution were 
colle£ling and combining ; and it was forefeen 
that a fingle fpark falling among this heap of 
combuftible materials would produce a confla-* 
gration ; but it did not yet appear probable that 



SIS 

it Would be France who (hould fet fire to it hf 
hurling her thunder into the collefted pile* 
Still fnialler feemed the 'probability that a go-^ 
vemnient whith by its weaknefs was fo deeply 
interefied in preventing 6very crifis, (hould itfelf 
provoke that under which it fank in ruin. A 
feeble government, long known to be fuch, can- 
not with impunity make a difplay of force. 
The arrefts> the profcriptions, inftead of curing/ 
cxafperated the difeafe ; and defpotifm, after a 
vain eflfort to infpire terror, was itfelf terrified in 
turn. 

Under pretence of maintaining peace in the 
city, the regular troops and militia received or- 
ders to hold themfelves in readinefs for every 
event. The pope required that fix men of the 
company which conftituted his guard of honour 
fliould be potted every night in his ante-chamberj 
and the fame number on the outfide of the Va* 
tican. The time was now no more when his 
guards were only employed for the decoration 
of his court ! Without .having ever indulged in 
any violent exceffes, he faw himfelf, by vanity 
and improvidence and obftinacy, reduced to the 
painful condition of fufpicious tyrants. 

Amid this general fubverfion produced by the 
conflift of fo many contending paifions, it was 
almoft impoflible to advance a ftep in any direc- 
tion without exciting murmurs. The individual^ 
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whether French x:>t Romans, who weW held 
in confinement, loudly complained of injuftice 
and oppreffion : they maintained, that, fince 
they fuffered on account of the Gallic revolu* 
tion, Whoever was vefted with any power by. the 
French government was of courfe their natural 
proteftor; nor could they pardon either luke- 
warm nefs, tardinefs, or even difcuffion, on the 
part of the political or military agents whofe in^ 
terpofition they implored. 

During thefe tranfadions, arrived at Rome, as 
minifter plenipotentiary of the French republic, 
Jofeph Buonaparte, brother to the general. Every 
eye was anxioufly turned toward this new r;epre- 
fentative of France : every individual ftudied to 
interpret his moft trifling words, his mod iniigni- 
ficant aftions : the devotees thought or afFefted 
to think that a French republican muft necefla- 
rily be a man of repulfive demeanour, regardlefs 
of the cuftoms of different countries, and efpe- 
cially void of religion. They were therefore 
agreeably furprifed to find him conciliating, full 
of urbanity, and particularly to fee him go to 
mafs. His behaviour in the outfet, his lapguagQ, 
ft ruck them as ominous of good ; and the parti- 
fans of the Holy See began to imagine that it 
yet refted on folid foundations. The French re- 
public, however, ftill had reafon to be difpleafed 
with it on more than one ground — 



320 

It kept on foot a greater number of troops 
than it ought to have done after the conclufion 
of the peace : 

Romans, foreigners, particularly Frenchmen, 
were perfecuted through hatred of the Gallic 
revolution : 

The pope feemed to feel a repugnance to the 
formation of any connexion with the Cis-Alpine 
republic : 

French emigrants and refraftory priefts, even 
iSnce the eighteenth of Fruftidor in the fifth, 
year of the republic (Sept. 4, 1797), flocked in 
crowds to Rome, and were there well received: 

Finally, a new Auftrian general, Provera, was 
come from Vienna to take the command of the 
papal troops. 

The minifter Buonaparte energetically ex- 
pkined himfelf on all thefe heads^ and obtained 
fome half-fucceffes. The peace of Campo-For- 
roio had recently been figned ; and the court of 
Rome could not now entertain any perfidious 
hope, any concealed plan lurking behind the 
veil of fludied appearances. 

Several of the perfons detained in prifon were 
fet at liberty, and, among others, Angelucci 
and the two brothers of the name of Bouchard, 
After a (hort time, thofe three martyrs of liberty 
fet out from Rome, as it were in triumph, and 
amid the acclamations of the multitude, to go 
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and prefent themfelves to Buonaparte at Raftadt, 
and thank him for their deliverance, which was 
in great meafure his' work. The enthufiafni 
which they excited, efpecially at the moment of 
their departure, gave confiderable umbrage to 
the friends of the papacy, who faid that thofe 
exceffive demonftrations of joy were " infultsto 
*^ the government." 

In truth, the Roman government were in 
every point of view degraded. They had no- 
body to whom they could intruft the command pf 
their petty army : they had not been able to re- 
tain Provera who had been fent to them by the 
court of Vienna ; for Buonaparte had informed 
the pope, through the medium of his brother, 
that, unlefs that Auftrian general quitted Rome 
within twenty-four hours, he would march into 
the Ecclefiaftical State and recommence hofti- 
Uties. 

The cardinal Doria was commiflioned to 
communicate to Provera the intentions of the 
French general, and accompanied the excQUtion 
of that difagreeable talk with all the forms which 
could tend to render it excufable. . Provera ohly 
requefted a refpite of two days, which was 
granted to him. Previous to his departure, he 
waited on the pope, who received him with tears 
in his eyes, and aftured him that nothing but 
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CHAPTER . XXVIIL 

Immediate Caufe of the Dawn/all of the Romam 
Government. 

W E now approach that epoch fo decifive for 
the Holy See — the twenty-eighth of December 
1797, ^^^^ which day we may date its fub- 
verfion. 

Ten or fifteen days, however, previous ta 
that period, there did not yet appear any of thofe 
fymptoms that are ufually precurfive to a ftrik> 
ing cataftrophe. The difcontent of the people 
was indeed ftrongly marked ; and it arofe from 
various motives— the dearnefs of provifions, the 
daily increafing depreciation of the ceJo/ey and 
feveral edicts refpefting money-matters, which 
alarmed the indigent clafs of the community : 
But it did not appear probable that thefe grie* 
vances fliould fo foon have produced a univerfai 
infurre£tion, much lefs the overthrow of an aa- 
cient government to which the people were at- 
tached by numerous ties. There were in Rome 
many perfons of different ranks who profeffed 
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were not all equally refpefilable for their con- 
du£l; and there were but a very fmall number 
whofe influence could appear formidable to the 
Holy See. A little adtivity in the police would^ 
perhaps have proved fufficient to keep thefe in 
fubje£iion for a longtime : and nothing lefs than 
one of thofe great events which forcibly fpeak 
to the fenfes-^— fuch as the fuicide of Lucretia, 
or the blood-ftained garb of Caefar — would 
have been requifite to* produce a revolution fo 
fudden, fo complete, from elements apparently 
fo weak. 

The pontiff hknfelf affefled the moft perfeft 
fecurity amid the weighty fubjefts of inquietude 
by which he was environed. He went every 
day to prayers at the Vatican, and afterward to 
take an airing a few miles out of Rome. What- 
ever anxiety he felt, folely regarded the refult 
of his negotiation at Milan, whither he had 
fent on miffion a cardinal who gave him little 
hope. The Cis-Alpine republic fhowed no dif- 
pofition to conciliation : it kept provifional pof* 
fefiion of the fort of Santo-Leone: it talked 
of withdrawing from the pawn-banks«of Rome 
the fums which its citizens had lodged there 
while they remained under the Auftrian dominion. 

The priefts, adting perfeftly in charafler, 
continued to inflame the weak .minds, to fofter 
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in them an averfion to French principles, and 
to mourn over the calamities of the church : 
they ran from temple to temple, from ftreet to 
ftreet, preaching and predifting *Vthe end of 
5^ the world,'- and, according to the cuftom 
which has ever prevailed, calling in the aid of 
miracles to fi^port their prophecies. They had 
not an idea that they were fo near the end of 
their reign, which to them in fa6l was ^5. the end 
« of the world." 

At this time there was in Rome a prophetefs 
of another kind — a French woman named la 
Brouffe, who was with all fincerity a fanatic, or 
rather under the influence of fober madnefs. 
She foretold that the empire of the popes was 
drawing near to its end ; that heaven was weary 
of it ; and that flje would not depart from Rome 
till (he had feen that prediction accomplifhed. 
At any other time her jpxtravagancies would have 
excited only laughter or pity : but aj: the pre- 
fent period they co-incided with much more 
alarming fymptoms; and they did not fail to 
produce fome fenfation. 

' Such were the various difpofitions of the in- 
habitant|> of Rome at the moment of the filently 
gathering and ^Imoft unperceived ftorm which 
broke foi'th pn the twenty-eighth pf December. 

We live at too flaort a diftance from that event 
to ufe the language of hiflory in relating it* 
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Thfe paffions have on both fides disfigured its 
features ; nor would they, on either hand, pardon 
that impartiality which fliould fairly appreciate 
what was in great meafure their work. A fum- 
mary of fafts, therefore, and a ftatement of their 
confequences, will be fufficient for the per- 
formance of the tafk which we have undertaken 
to fulfil. 

It appears from the temperate report fent hf 
the gimbaflador Buonaparte, on the eleventh of 
Nivofe, to the minifter of foreign relations, that 
neither he, nor the chevalier Azara whom his fa- 
gacity and long experience rendered fo com- 
petent a judge of fuch matters, had conceived 
that a popular commotion, attempted five days 
before, bore any charafteriftic of a nature that 
could juftly alarm the government j and that, far 
from concurring in it, the French minifter had 
marked it with his difapprobation. The papal 
foldiery, if direfted by prudent orders or guided 
by well-intentioned chiefs^ would have been fuf- 
ficient to quell th^t difturbance without efFufion of 
blood. But the infurgents having run to take re- 
fuge within the jurifdiftion of the French ambaf- 
fador's palace, which ought to have been for them 
not a place of headrquartersas they pretended, but 
an inviolable afylum, the armed force, equally vile 
as atrocious, had the audacity to purfue them in? 
to its precinfts, and to convert that afylum into a 

Y 4 
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theatre of battle. Already the law of nations 
was moft glaringly violated : and this firft trans- 
greffion, not having been prevented, not having 
been immediately atoned for, was fufficient very 
ferioufly to inculpate the Roman government ; 
but it was followed by a fecond crime which 
.decided the ruin of the papacy. 

Among thofe by whom the French ambaffador 
was furrounded, and who co-operated with him 
in checking the effervefcence of the infurgents 
and particularly the blind fury of the pontiflf 's 
fatellites, was general Duphot, fo honourably 
diftinguifhed by his brilliant courage. He fprang 
toward that infuriate band who had already im- 
molated fo many unfortunate victims in the 
courts and the veftibule and even on the ftair- 
cafes of the French palace s and that young 
hero, whom Hymen was preparing to unite 
within few days with the lifter of general Buo- 
naparte, fell, the victim of his generous de- 
votion, under the repeated ftrokes of the bafe 
wretches whofe rage he had hoped to appeafe. 

The chevalier Angiolini, the Tufcan minifter, 
had hardly received intelligence of this fliocking 
tranfaftion when he hafted to the minifter of 
France to participate his dangers, and displayed 
in this critical moment equal prudence and 
courage. Animated by the fame fentiments, 
the chevalier Azara configned to ohlivipn every 
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fubje^ of complaint which he had againft the 
Holy Sec, and— ^folely defirous of Yerving it at 
the fame time that he aflForded to the French a 
new teftimony of his affeftion, and to the city 
of Rome a frefh proof of his prudence and firak- 
nefs — ^he flew to the Vatican. 

The pope was fick; his fecretary of ftate wag 
wholly ignorant of what had happened at the 
French ambaflador's palace ; and, two' hours 
after the event, the Roman government had not 
yet taken the flighted ftep in confequence of it. 
It was neverthelefs by its orders that the de- 
tachment of cannibals had been fent againfl: the 
infurgent crowd ; and after having let them 
Joofe into that theatre of bloody it had not 
appointed any perfon to watch or direct or r^ 
ftrain them ! Even if the Roman government 
had been guilty of no other crime than that in- 
conceivable improvidence, could it poffibly have 
cfcaped the refentment of the French republic? 

After the fcene of which the minifter Buona* 
parte had been a witnefs— at the fight of the life- 
Icfs corfe of his unfortunate compatriot who 
had been on the point of becoming his kins- 
man, and who, after having braved death in 
the field of glory, had received the fatal wound 
from the hands of an unbridled foldiery — he 
conceived that the dignity of his fcharafl:er, 
much more*»than the care of his perfonal fafety. 
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forebade his •longer day in a place where the 
moft facred rights were violated, and certain 
impunity feemed to await the violation. 

It would not be credited, if Jofeph Buona- 
parte had not himfelf affirmed the fa£t, that 
fourteen hours were elapfed after the murder of 
general Duphot, before a fingle Roman pre* 
fen ted himfelf to inquire into the ftate of affairs. 

During that interval the French ambaffador 
had written feveral letters to the fecretary of 
(late to acquaint him with his firm determination 
of quitting Rome, and to demand of him the 
neceffary paffports. The cardinal Doria vainly 
attempted to prevail on him to ftay : the am- 
baffador departed the next morning for Florence, 
whence he tranfmitted to the French direftory a 
narrative of what had happened in Rome, He 
took charge of a difpatch from the cardinal to 
the marquis Maffimi, at that time the fovereign 
pontiff's minifter in Paris. In that difpatch 
Doria deplored, in the name of the holy father 
and in his own, an event which it had, by his 
account, been impoffible for them either to 
forefee or prevent. ^^ You are to requeft of the 
•* directory," faid he to the marquis, " that 
** they will demand whatever fatisfaSion they 
*' think proper. To demand and to obtain it, 
** will be the fame thing : for neither his holi- 
^' nefs nor I nor the court of Rome will ever hj^ 
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** eafy in mind until certain that the directory is 
*' fatisfied/* 

It will naturally be afked how the pope and his 
fecretary were employed during that fcene which 
now called forth thofe expreffions of their tardy 
repentance. Every circumftance proves that car- 
dinal Doria, incapable of guiding the reins of go- 
vernment in difficult times, and equally jncapablc 
of any participation in a confpiracy of which he 
muft have fallen one of the firft viftims, had made 
no preparation, and that, at the moment of the 
explofion, his reafon wa§ quite be\vildered. 
As to the pope, the ftate of his health, if w^ 
may believe Doria's account, did not allow that 
he fliould even be informed of the affair before 
night, . It appears therefore that neither the one 
nor the other was chargeable on this occafion 
with any thing more than very great improvi* 
dence. Accordingly, the ambaflador Buonaparte, 
{hough fired with juft refentment, did not incul- 
pate either the pontiff or his minifter : he even 
thought it is duty, at, the moment of his de- 
parture, to give the fecretary of ftate a laft tef- 
timony of his perfonal efteem, and to affure him 
that he would retain *^ the mofl cordial re- 
*^ membrance of the charader and the condu6l 
^' and the polite and friendly behaviour of the 
^^ cardinal Doria, whofe goodnefs of heart was 
*' not in its proper fphere among the irrecon- 
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* cilable enemies of the French name who ftill 
*' governed the court of Rome." 

Scarcely was Jofeph Buonaparte gone from 
the city when the chevalier Azara was earneftly 
entreated in the pope's name to exert his efforts 
to recall him. The Spanifh minifter, whofe in- 
terpofition it was now fomewhat too late to 
invoke, contented himfelf with ianfwering that 
he was prohibited to takfc any further concern 
in the affairs of Rome. Befides, Jofeph Buona- 
parte was very little difpofed to yield to folici-. 
tations of that kjnd. He thus wrote on the 
fubjedt to the rulers of the French republic — 
•* This government does not fwerve from its 
*^ ufual charafter. Crafty and rafti in com- 
*^ paffing criminal deeds, bafe and groveling 
", after they have been committed, it now lies 
" prortratc at the feet of the minifter Azara, 
^' entreating him to come to me at Florence, 
" aod bring me back to Rome/* 

A g9vernment thus appreciated could not . 
hope to obtain pardon ; and vengeance clofely 
followed the crime which it had at leaft fuffered 
to be perpetrated. 

In the infliction of that vengeance the Cis- 
Alpines took the lead. Scarcely were they in- 
formed of what had happened at Rome, when 
loud accents of indignation refounded in their 
political affemblies and in their private focieties^ 
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At Milan, on every fide, were heard the cries of 
'* Death to the affaffin pontiff ! Vengeance to 
" our deliverers !** In the conftitutional circle a 
levy of troops was recommended, for the pur- 
pofe of making war on the pope : and while 
the Italian and French forces were already on 
their march toward his dominions, letters from 
Milan faid — ^^ Soon Ihall that Tiber which is 
*^ ftained with the blood of our brethren — that 
•* Capitol inhabited by affaffin priefts — that 
** Field of Mars which blufhes to be trodden by 
** a nation of flaves — ^be purified from the accu- 
•* mulated crimes and ignominy and fervitude of 
<* twenty centuries." 

Meantime difmay and confternation had feifed 
upon all thofe who ftood in confpicuous ftations 
in Rome. The government difpatched couriers 
in every direftion, and ftrove to intereft in its 
favour the courts of Florence, of Naples, and of 
Vienna. More fufpicious and implacable than 
at any former period — ^now, at a time when its 
own feeblenefs and the impending danger Ihould 
have enforced the praftice of at leaft mildnefs 
and moderation, it multiplied the number of 
imprifonments ; and, mingling religious mum- 
mery with political rigor, it fufpended all thea- 
tric entertainments, appointed a jubilee, and 
prayers, and fermons* 

Recovered from its firft flupor, it puts intp 
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Circulation a mojl true and faithful ftateitieftt, in 
which it depifts the conduft of the French in 
the moft odious colours. A Roman journalifl: 
carries ftill farther the audacity of unblufhing 
impudence : he announces to the univerfe that 
the pope is preparing to ^' arm a hundred and 
" (ixty thoufand men, and to drive France back 
•* within her ancient limits/* He formally gives 
the lie to the editor of the Florence gazette : 
** What muft," fays he, " above every thing 
" elfe, excite the indignation of the public, is 
" the intolerable impudence with which fome 
** people have endeavoured, by a heap of falfe* 
•* hoods, to blacken the conduft of the pontifi- 
** cal government, on the occafion of an event 
*• which the time and the circumftances and a 
" connefted feries of fa£ts render fo notorious as 
'* to create an impoffibility of its aflfording room 
" for either mifconception or controverfy. But 
*• the world will fee who has been the author 
** of the popular commotions, what means have 
** been employed, what fchemes have been con- 
*' certed, to realife the plan of producing a re- 
*^ volution among the people of Rome, ever 
** faithful to their God and to their fovereign. 
" A glance of the eye caft over Italy will be 
*^ fufficient to furnifti a refutation of fuch ca- 
*^ lumnies, and to prove the moderation and 
*^ forbearance of the pontifical minifter. It ia 
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'* Onl^ necelfery to obferve in what manner and 
** during how long a period that government 
" has, through the love of peace, exhibited to 
^' Europe the fpeftacle of the moft, painful hur 
" miliations, the greateft facrifices, the moft de- 
•' plorable condition," &c. 

From the tranfaftions that had preceded the 
murder of Duphot which was no more than the 
bloody cataftrophe of a tedious drama, it be- . 
comes eafy to appreciate this language, no lefs 
hypocritic thati infolent. 

General Berthier was direfted to avenge the 
French republic. Arriving at Anconaon the twen- 
ty-fifth of January 1798, he immediately marched 
forward at the head of feveral columns of Gallic 
and Cis- Alpine troops. Retarded for a while 
by the fnows of the Apennine, he advanced 
toward Rome, as if he were traverfing the de* 
partments of the French republic. 

Could he meet with any refiftance ? The pope 
was funk into a ftate of weaknefs approaching 
to imbecillity: the reft of the Romans either 
were lethargifed by the fame ftupor, or impa- 
tiently expedled the arrival of the French, Some 
defenfive meafures were however adopted by 
the terrified members of the Roman government. 
•The cardinals, who ftill preferved fome remains 
of courage, held frequent congregations, and de- 
liberated whether they ought to flee or pwait 
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the enemy. They ftill ftruggled to retain the 
reins of empire which were ready to efcape 
from their enfeebled grafp. They fent com- 
miffioners into the Campagna di Roma and to 
the adjacent coaft, where the people complain- 
ed of the dearnefs of provifidns and- their bad 
quality. 

• In the interval of expe£lancy preceding the 
arrival of the French, a more animated conteft 
was carried on between the mummeries of fu- 
pcrftition and the efforts of patriotifm. While 
the ftreets were paraded in every direftion by 
proceffions, the walls were covered with fatiric 
placards '*. While the Madonnas flied tears in 
anfwer to the vows addreffed to them, portraits 
of general Buonaparte were diftributed among 
the people, with the infcription, " This is the 
*' true likenefs of the holy faviour of the world." 
Berthier had caufed his approach to be an- 
nounced by a proclamation which had terrified 
the one party and infpirited the other. " A 
•* French army," faid he, " is now on its march 
*^ toward Rome. I declare that its only objeS 
^ is to chaftife the murderers of the brave Du- 
** phot, the fame perfons who have embrued 
" their hands in the blood of the unfortunate 
^ Baffeville, and who have forgotten the refpeft' 

* Pofting-bills. 



^^ which they owed to the ambaffador of the 
** French republic. The Roman people, who 
" have had no participation in thofe defeds of 
•* horror, fhall, in the French army, find pro* 
*^ tedtors and friends." 

Encouraged by thefe aflurances, the people 
affembled in the 'Campo-FaccinOy under the au- 
fpices of fome chiefs, fuch as Riganti, a lawyer 
diftinguiflied by his talents, and by his refent- 
inent againft Pius — the duke Bonelli, who had 
travelled much, and had brought back to Rome 
the id^as of liberty — a certain Pignatelli, a 
Neapolitan, nephew to the marquis Gallo, who 
had recently quitted the fervice of the emperor, 
and for fome time,- with undaunted zfeal,' pto- 
feffed revolutionary principles at Rome. In x\\\\ 
aflembly the Roman people proclaimed their 
independence on the twenty-feventh of Pluviofe 
(February 15). Immediately the tree of liberty 
was planted in front of the Capitol, and in all 
the public fquares. 

General Berthier lay encamped at the gates 
of Rome. At noon he received a deputation 
from the Roman people, acquainting him with 
their revolution, and communicating to hiixi the 
plan of. a provifional government which they 
had" adopted. 

Soon after, preceded by martial mufic aad ijX 
VOL. II. - z 
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the grenadiers of his army, and followed by his 
. ftaff-officers and a hundred horfemen from each 
regiment of his cavalry, he proceeded dire£tly 
to the Capitol, traverfing the crowded throng of 
a countlefs multitude of people, among whom, 
however, if we may venture to believe the afler- 
tion of fpeftators worthy of credit, the number 
of thofe whom curiofity alone had attrafted to 
the fpot was much greater tharf that of the real 
lovers of liberty. 

Arrived at the Capitol, general Berthier pro- 
nounced a harangue fuited to the occafion-^a 
harangue, whofe Laconic energy entitles it tp be 
tranfmitted to pofterity-^ 

" Ye manes of the Catoes, of the Pompeys, 
♦^ of the Brutuses, of the Ciceroes^ of the Hor- 
** tenfmses I receive the homage or free French- 
'^ men in that Capitol where you fo oft have de-r 
** fended the rights of the people, and flied luftre 
<^ on the Roman republic. 

^* Thofe defcendents of the Gauls, with the 
" olive of peace in their hands, come to this au-^ 
<' guft place, to re-edify in it the altars of liber^ 
** ty ereSed by the firft of the Brutuses. 

*' And you, Roman people, who have now 
**Vecovered your legitimate rights !r—recolle6l 
^' that blood which flows. in your veins! furvey 
^^thpfe monuments of glory by which you are 
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^* furrounded ! refume your priftine greatnefs, 

^* aod the virtues of your progenitors * !" 

. A fpe6tacle fo novel, a harangue fo worthy of 

thofe fcenes which awaked the gfandeft recol- 

leftions, might well be expefled to elefilrife, and 

did in fa£t eleftrife, the foul of every individual 

prefent. 

The ceremony concluded, general Berthier 
was re-conduded to his camp amid peals of ac- 
clamation ftill more fpontaneous and more uni- 
vprfal than thofe which had hailed him on his 
entrance into the city. 

Some perfonag^s of eminence in Rome*— the 
prafty cardinal della Sommaglia, at that time car- 
dinal-vicar — Arrigoni, who was prefident of the 
• mnona — and the young prince Giuftiniani, joined 
by the Neapolitan minifter, Belmonte-Pignatelli 
—had been fent by the pope to the French ge- 
neral. They hoped to' mollify him, to obtain of 
him terms of accommodation. Pius, or thofe 
who made ufe of his n^me J, had indulged the 

* This lad paragraph differs, in my original, frotp the 
concluding fentence given by Mr. Duppa in page 174 of his 
*' Brief Account of the Subverlion of the Papal Govern- 
♦« ment." — Without pretending to decide which is the ge- 
' nuine fpeech of Berthier, I have contented myfelf xyith faith- 
fully tranflating my text. 

f During this crifis, Pius concealed himfelf from every 
eye. He remained in the Vatican, furrounded by fonae in- 
judicious and obfcure counfellors whofe names do not deferve 
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hope that, at the expenfe of a contribution of n 
few millions and the facrifice of two provinces 
already infefted with the revolutionary fpirit, 
the Holy See might yet be able to redeem its 
(afety. But the firmnefs of Berthier diffipated 
thofe illufions : he refufed to admit a deputation 
from a government which had already ceafed tq 
eyift, and declared that he would receive none 
except from the Roman people. 

That people, in effeft, had created a provi-^ 
(ional government, ^nd, reviving the higheft dig^ 
nity of ancient Rome, had elefted feven confuls, 
among whom Riganti and Bonelli, the moft con- 
fpicuous of their chiefs, were not forgotten. 

to be refcucd from oblivion. The deputies who were fent tq 
Berthier did not fee the pontiff either previous to their de-i 
parture or after their return. Every command, every infor- 
znation^ pafled through the medium of cardinal Doria. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Conpquences of the Entry of the French into Rome* 

Jl\S foon as the ancient government faw that 
its hopes had been difappointed, thofe who had 
taken the moft aftive part in its operations, or 
who had recently been its moft culpable agents, 
perceived the danger which threatened them. 
Several efcaped from the peril by flight — fuch as 
the cardinals Albani and Bufca — a certain cap- 
tain Amadeo, who commanded the company 
that had fired upon Duphot — the corporal Ma- 
rinelli, who had given him the firft wound — a 
certain EngliOi banker, by name Jenkins. With 
refpeft to the cardinal Brafchi, he was at Naples 
on a political miffion in conjunftion with mon- 
fignor Galeppi, and took good care not to re- 
turn. 

• At this period, which -immediately preceded 
the arrival of the French, Rome prefented a 
fpedtacle truly curious to an attentive fpedtator. 
Here were feen priefts bitterly inveighing againft 
the emperor, and crying out on every fide that 
he had deceived theni : there the members of 
the ancient government, uncertain what diftant 
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afylum they might hope to reach with impuni- 
ty, concealed themfelves in Rome itfelf. The 
bifliops, not thinking themfelves fafe in the pro- 
vinces of the date, came to take refuge in the 
capital. A great portion of the people remained 
quiet, and filently awaited their doom. In fe- 
veral quarters of the city^ thi indignation ex* 
cited by the fanatic devotees fecretly fermented, 
and broke out in knife-ftabs even more frequent 
than ufual. The miracle of the Madonna open- 
ing her eyes, which had been fo ingenioufly 
contrived by moqfignor Galeppi, was more than 
once repeated, but now began to lofe its effeft 
and made fewer dupes. 

And how was the pope employed mean- 
while ? His holinefs fometimes gave way to the 
tranfports of grief: but much oftener^ motion-* 
lefs and penfively ifilent> he aftoniflied thofe 
around him by his apparent ferenity. Was it 
philofophy ? was it refignation to the will of 
heaven ? or was it a mere apathy refulting from 
the enfeebled (late of his organs ? The queftion 
was not decided at the time> and will perhaps 
remain for ever undecided. 

General Berthier having Come to take up his 
refidence in Rome, affumed in faft the reins of 
the government, which as yet had only nominal 
chiefs. 

His firft ftep was to caufe a funeral ceremony 



fo^fce celebrated in honour of the itianes o( th^ 
unfortunate Duphot. A maufokum was erefted 
to the deceafed chief in the piazza of the Vati- 
feaii ; and that monument, furrounded with cy- 
prefs-trees and illumined by funereal torches^ 
was decorated with Latin infcriptions comme- 
niorating his warlike talents, his patriotic devo-^ 
tion, and his tragic fall. The urn which inclofed 
his afties was placed on an antique column 
ercAed in the area of the Capitol. 
- Not content with thefe laft honours, his 
blanks expefted the additional gratification of 
vengeance. Several of the moft aftive agents of 
the court of Rome, which in thefe latter times 
had rendered itfelf fo odious, were arretted — 
among others, the prelate Grivelli, gpvernor of 
Romei a pacific and moderate man, but who 
i^as made refponfible for thofe diforders which 
he had not been able to prevent— the Benedic- 
tine Altieri, nephew to the cardinal of that 
ftame, and the blindly-devoted tool of the cardi- 
nal Albania that is to fay, of the moft impla- 
cable enemy to the French. Particular feverity 
was exercifed againft the^^/.Barberi, deferved- 
ly hated on account of the influence he hacj ac- 
quired, and of the perfecutions by which he hcd 
harafled all the inhabitants of Rome — whether 
natives or foreigners, and efpecially Frenchmen 
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r-who appeared to him in the flighted degree 
to merit the obnoxious title of patriots: not, 
however, that he was naturally ill-difpofed > for 
even his enemies, while they condemned the 
Severity of his charafter, did juftice to its inte- 
grity. All his excpptionable anions arofe from 
his prejudices and his ignorance: exclufively 
verfed in criminal jurifprudence, he was unac- 
quainted either with political affairs or with\ 
mankind. He was imprifoned and banifhed. 
He would have experienced more rigorous treat- 
ment, if the chevalier Azara, who neverthelefs 
had reafon to be diflatisfied with him, had not 
interceded in his favour. 

One of Berthier's firft operations was to fup- 
prefs the odious prerogative of the right of 
alylum enjoyed by churches and other privileged 
places, and to bani(h all French emigrants from 
the territories of the Roman republic. 

The greateft difficulty was the tafk of com- 
pofing in a fuitable manner the new government 
of the Roman republic. To accomplifh that 
objeft, general Berthier adopted in the firft in- 
Jlance the moft prudent expedient. He con- 
fulted the chevalier Azara, who, in addition to 
uncommon fagacity, pofTefTed a perfeft know 
ledge of the local circumftances : but the Spa- 
nilh minifter had many motives for wiihing to 
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4edin€ fo delrcstte a bufinefs ; nor did he coo^ 
fent to take a part in it until urged by the re- 
iterated folicitations of the Pr^ndi GommiT- 
fioners. He propofed then a fort of mixed go- 
vernment in which all the claflfes of Rome might 
have participated : he furnifhed a lift compofed 
of three cardinals, two princes, two of the moft 
celebrated lawyers, feme bankers^ and fome 
agricultors. It was adopted ; but its duration 
had not extended beyond che fpace of a (cw days, 
when a multitude of patriots, more zealous than 
enlightened, crowded round the French com- 
miffioners, and obliged them to make a new- 
choice. Under the title of confulate, a direfcioiy 
was created, confiding of fix members, inclutivc 
of the prefident. The lawyer Riganti vras the 
perfon who filled the prefidental chair in. this 
firft confulate, which had for its fecretary-ge- 
ueral a Frenchman diftinguilhed by his talents 
and his patriotic zeal, citizen Baflal, antece« 
dently a conftitutional cure at VerfaiHes, and 
afterward a member of the national conven- 
tion. 

This government, however, was yet only pro- 
vifional : previous to its definitive organifation, 
it was thought neceflary to wait the arrival of 
three new French commiflioners, who had 
been chofen with particular care by the direc- 
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i6ry, and furniflied with all the information that 
fuch a miffion required. 

From the yery day of general Berthier's entry 
into Rome the ancient government may date the 
epoch of its overthrow. It neverthelefs ftruggled 
for fome days in the arms of death. Such of the 
cardinals as had not already fled from the city 
on the wings of terror, were affembled in coun- 
cil, and feemed difpofed ftill to uphold the 
authority of the pontiff. They were preparing 
to celebrate the anniverfary of his coronation : 
but how poignant their grief when they wit- 
nefled the march of the Roman and French pa* 
triots who were proceeding to plant, with the 
moft folemn pomp, the tree of liberty before the 
ftatue of Marcus Aurelius ! A heart-felt con- 
viftion told them that their laft hour was ar-J 
rived : the Gallic army were the real fovereigns 
of Rome, and could admit no partition of autho- 
rity ; nor did there any longer remain to the Sa- 
cred College even the refource of a capitulation- 
Humbled, difarmed, deftitute of fupport and of 
friends, they faw themfelves compelled to fur-' 
render at difcretion. 

Behold them now in the deepeft affliftion 
marching to the Vatican, the centre of their 
fallen empire. With mournful eye they furvey 
thofe veftibules, thofe halls, which they had 
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h^ver been wont to traverfe ungreeted by mi 
homage of a bowing throng. Thofe cardinals, 
fo elate with their dignity, find themfelves fud- 
denly denuded of all thofe brilliant externalsi 
which heretofore intoxicated their pride.. They 
accompany with their profound but fmothered 
fighs thefe words of the fcripture, which hitherto 
they had had on their lips alone, and of which 
. they now too late feel the truth— ^'^ Vanitas vani* 
tatuniy et omnia vanitas *." The glory, the influ- 
ence, the power, the fplendor, with which they 
• dazzled the vulgar and were themfelves dazzled 
•^all is eclipfed. Thofe rivals of fcepti^ed mo- 
narchs will henceforward deem themfelves thrice 
happy to be mingled and loft in the crowd of 
the meaneft individuals, and to convert their ob- 
fcurity into a fliield to fcreen them from the ani- 
mofity of thofe who triumph in their humiliation. 
With melancholy voice they pronounce their 
*^ abfolute renunciation of the temporal govern- 
" ment/' 

But they have not yet reached the period of 
their calamities. At firft they are quietly enough 
permitted to attend to the fale of their effefts, 
previous to their departure from a cifV wher^ 
they no longer have any thing to expeft but "* 
mortifications and perfecutions. But foon the 

* Vanity of vanities, and all is vanity. 
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ftorm g^fhcrs around them : the new govern* 
ment 19 organifed, and fucceffively obliterates 
every veftige of the ancient, efpecially every 
trace of fanaticifm. The cardinalitian dignity^ 
even the prefence of the cardinals in Romc^ 
was deemed incompatible with the new order 
of things. The moment of extreme rigor 
was now arrived : none of the cardinals were 
fpared, except thofe whofe great age or infirmi- 
ties claimed fome lenity. Two of their number 
in particular — Albani and Bufca — ^had no room 
to expeft any favour. They had been the moft 
aftive inftruments in the laft deeds of perfidy 
committed by the court of Rome ; and they had 
both'haftily fled to flicker themfelves in a place 
of fafety. Their property was confifcated : the 
ftatues and other precious efFefils contained in 
the famous Villa Albani were expofed to fale, ag 
was likewife every thing that Bufca poflefled at 
Santa Agatha de' Monti. 

Several others, who feemed to have lefs reafonf 
to be alarmed, had alfo adopted the refolution 
of fleeing before the perfecution which their an- 
ticipative fears apprehended. Some of them, 
however, would have had claims to indulgence, 
fince they had not forfeited their title to cfteem. 
Such were Archetti, who had - not derogated 
from thecharafter of prudent moderation which 
he had gained by his miffions in the North 
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*— Antici, who had had fufEcient forefight to dit 
fuade from every meafure tending to alienate 
France— Altieri, peaceable and deftitute of in- 
fluence :— fuch in particular was the cardinal 
Caprara. This prelate, after having been nun- 
cio at Vienna, had, contrary to the pontifF'$ 
wiQies, obtained the Roman purple on the em- 
peror's nomination. Pius, who was extremely 
fufceptible of difadvantageous impreflions, had 
never pardoned him that triumph. Caprara 
neverthelefs was a member of that numerous 
congregation who during the grand crifis di- 
refted the public and military operations ; and 
he conftantly oppofed the unwife meafures ap- 
proved by the majority. He poffeffed judge- 
ment, fagacity, as great a (hare of probity as aa 
Italian cardinal could poflefs, and feveral of the 
other qualities which conftitute the* ftatefman* 
France had no perfpnal grudge againft him : yet 
he thought it improper for him to remain at 
Rome, and retired to Bologna, his native place, 
where his family were held in high eftimation, 
Pignatelli and Archinto fled for fafety, the one 
to Naples, the other to Tufcany. Gerdyl, per- 
haps the only individual among the cardinals 
who had, together with the faith, retained alfo 
the love of poverty and the fimple manners, cf 
the primitive church — Gerdyl, after having ab- 
dicated the Homan purple, went to feek aa 
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efylum at the court of the Sardinian monarchy 
uvhofe youth he had trained by his inftruftions. 
Refiuccini witneffed the confifcation of his houfe 
and all his property. — Altieri and Rezzonico. 
were confined to their habitations by fevere ill- 
pefs. — Volenti lay at the point of death. 

Ahnoft all the other members of the Sacred 
College experienced treatment which feveral 
of them at lead had not reafon to expeft. We 
will particularly quote the inftance of the cardinal 
Doria. General Cervoni, governor of Rome, 
who lived with the cardinal, had counfelled 
him to make his efcape, becaufe, as he informed 
him, all the cardinals who were fpund in the 
i;ity would be arretted. " I will not flee,** re- 
plied Doria : " I have nothing to reproach my- 
^^ felf with : I will participate the doom of my 
<* collegues.'* Accordingly he was arretted as 
well as they and feveral prelates and fome Ro- 
man nobles. 

The cardinals were in the firft inftance con- 
ducted to the convent of the Converiite at Rome. 
Befide Doria whom his generous devotion had 
not faved, their number confitted of Antonelli, 
one of the mott enlightened, yet one of the 
inoft fanatic^ — the cardinal-vicar della Sommaglia 
Vvhofe intentions were at leatt liable to fufpicion 
—Borgia, dittinguifhed by his talents and his 
tatte for the fciences^ and who might have heen 
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fpared without any inconvenience-T-Roverdla, 
ftill lefs dangerous than Borgia— Carandini, pre- 
fe£t of the Buon-Go'Oerno, who by his tyrannic ad- 
niiniftration had acquired a ftronger title to the 
hatred even of the Romans themfeJves than of 
their emancipators— Vincent!, very inimical to 
France, but whom his fears had at an early pe- 
riod rendered extremely circumfpeft, and now 
rendered equally fupple in adverfity, &c. — ^Ar- 
chetti had, foniewhat too late, attempted tp 
efcape : but he was overtaken in his flight, and 
conduced back to Rome under the efcort of ^ 
piquet of cavalry. 

.' Mattei had deceived the hopes derived from 
bis converfion effefted by general Buonaparte. 
The negotiator of Tolentino was no longer the 
conciliating mediator who had faved the Holy 
See, and who had been pardoned fome trans- 
grejQTions in confideration of the pious and honeft 
fimplicity of his manners* His ardent zeal had 
t)lazed forth afrefh at the fight of thofe cala- 
mities which were pouring upon the Roman 
^hurch. He confidered as incompatible with 
orthodoxy the civic oath which the citizens of 
the- Roman republic were obliged to take: he 
endeavoured, by his preaching, to diffuade his 
diocefans from the commiffion of that impious 
aft : he was arretted, font into b^nilhment, and 
jais property was confifcated. He retired to the 
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country beyond the Po, which lay within th* 
boundaries of his diocefe of Ferrara. And the 
£imous cardinal Maury — ^what will become of 
Jiim amid this ftorm of perfecution which might 
have been expefted to reach him among the 
fiift? He had the dexterity to fhelter himfdf 
from its fury. Concealed, during the grand crifis^ 
in his diocefe of Montefiafcone,— as foon as he 
thought the temped overblown, he takes in open 
day the road to Florence ; and his daring auda* 
city is crowned with fuccefs. At the diftance 
of few leagues from Rome he flopped to change 
horfes at the very moment when the three new 
French coramiffioners had arrived — the citizens 
Daanou, Monge, and Florent. He was reco* 
gnifed : but it remains uncertain whether he 
himfelf was aware of the recognition : at leaft 
his imperturbable features were not feen to un- 
dergo any alteration. One of the commiffioners 
walks round his carriage, views him, and, fully 
convinced of the id^^ntity of his perfon, can 
hardly refrain from giving vent to his detefta- 
tioi> of one of the bittereft enemies of the French 
revolution. He regrets that he has not with 
him an armed force to execute inftantaneous 
juftice on bis eminence in a territory where the 
inviolability of the cardinalitian character is now 
no more than tfchimaera. He deliberates: but 
the horfes are put to — both carriages are iu 
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teadiriefs — and thejr fet off in different direc- 
tions. Thus Maury efcaped an imminent dan* 
g«r, of which he did hdt even feem to enter- 
fain n fufpicion, but of which he may perhaps 
be apprifed by the perufal of thefe lines^ 

Let us however acknowledge a fa6l which the* 
ftrongeft prejudice cannot deny; and let us, iit 
this one inftance, anticipate the fevere language 
of hiftory. All the cardinals, guilty or innocent^ 
were promifcuoufly involved in the fame indif- 
criminate profcription by a blind animofity by 
no means congenial to the intentions of the 
French government or thofe of its principal 
agents. The majority of thofe princes of the 
church were objefts of odium, or at leaft of con^ 
tempt and ridicule : but means were now found* 
to render them interefting. With very few ex- 
ceptions, all thofe who fecurely awaited the ar- 
rival of the French were the viftims of avarice 
rather than of hatred. Thft chief crime for whicW 
they were compelled to make atonement was' 
their opulence, real or fuppofed ; and if the car- 
dinal Gerdyl, for inflance, was fpared, it wa^ 
only becaufe the fimple and modeft life which^ 
he led in almoft abfolute indigence, had fuffi-*^ 
ciently notified to the world his inability to pay 
the price of his ranfom. 

The greater number of thofe who had b^etr 
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confined in the convent of the Coiwerfite at 
Rome were foon afterward transferred to Ci- 
vita- VecchU. Already mention was made of 
^anfporting them to fonfie remote ifland: but 
they fooji learned by what means they might 
ebtain* their pardom A few of their number 
>vith confideralile firnincfs oppofed that fpecies 
of perfecution, for which they were not pre- 
pared; all the others deemed themfelves fu- 
premely happy in the opportunity of purchafing 
their liberty by grefat facrifices. Several, as Al* 
tie^i and Vincenti, were feen to renounce the 
Roman purple, late fo envied, now fudderily be-^ 
come fo dangerous j others, to requeft as a favour 
that they might be defignated by the title of 
. " citizen* in the paffports which were granted 
to them for. their exit from the territories of th^ 
Ecclefiaftical State. 

. After having, the greater part of them, fuf* 
fered infult, imprifonment, fpoliation, they 
^jift^d to feck, at a difi^nce from Rorp.e* fome 
^fylum where they might enjoy the only Weffing 
^ which tbey now ^fpired-r-tranquiljity. Some 
tpok re^ijge at Florence, others at Milan, at Bo*- 
Ipgna, at Naples, and in the ftates of iVemic^,: 
Hardly was jthc new government formed, iJvhen 
there on longer exifted a trace; of the artcient, 
no linger a cardinal tO; be/le^en in Jlom^ except 
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Tome indiviSujalsi^f tKat rkhk wlio were detiiried 
by thieir great age or their infirmities *. 

With refpe£l' to the 'inaividiiSls of the great 
families of Rome Who diil not bdbng \o the fa-* 
fcerdotAl bodt, they fubmitted with a tolefibla 
fhare of refignation to that cataftrophe whiicli 
teduced them td d leVel with thje trdwd of ci* 
tizeiis. They w6re not enemies* whom it could 
be -difficult to fubdUe : their Vacation! the fcflfe^ 
rtiinate life they had dozed aWay In the lap of 
bpulence and bieybnd the r^acH bf dftngferS and 
alarms, had not prepared their fouls for the 
fe:S:ertions'of that energy 'wliich feould hfitvfe ren- 
dered them formidable bppotients and 'wcffthy- 
bbjefts of perfecution. On the' infiVal of the 
French, feveral of them Wi?re Ji^ard to fay with 
•humble firahkriefs, *^ We have- been iceuftomcd 
^* to obey : to wholw 6tir obedi<?rice fliall be pai<J^ 
'^^h oi littlfe confiequettcre to us; provided wt ht 
fallowed to rfetain our J)foperty and oiir lives." 
Accordingly they #ere*ial moll univerfally (pfiired^ 
th^ir houfes, th^ii*- furniture, their villas, everjr 
thing' biildnging^ to them> remained inviolate 5 

... ■* Certain jphneiiietics, wl^o are uafufceptive of any o&or 
j^ndment than hatred^ will perhaps bdlow on us _ their re? 
preaches frr having^xprefled our cpmrniferatioji* of tjic car? 
dinals. To fuch cenfdfs we give this brief repijr — Even ca?* 
finals ate njen'as Wdl as' w^, and, when -they afe^ Hnfortth 
pate, have claims to ' oiy ijoipatli j. . W0.kriQMr now vfhQ afie 
unworthy of pity, except thofe who have never felt it* 
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nor did they fuffer any other Iqfs than that of 
their titles and dignities. Some of their number 
even efpoufed the Roman revolution with every 
a{^arance of cordial attachment. Such, in 
particular, was the prince Borghefe^ one of the 
richeft individuals in Rome, and who was elected 
a member of the fenate: fuch alfo was the 
young prince Giuftiniani, who is now at Paris 
a$ reprefentative of the new republic, and who 
^as difarmed malevolence by the temperate pru« 
^ence of his ^ondud: and the gentlenefs of his 
manners. 

Thofe few againft whom feverity was exer- 
4cifedj had deferved that treatment by engaging 
in plots which the circumftances of the timey 
rendered unjuftifiable. The duchefs of Lante, 
having bee^n convi£ied of carrying on a counter- 
fevolutionary correfpondence, was for fome time 
detained in confinement. The marquis del 
MonteSanta-Maria, by taking part in pne of 
thofe infurredions which broke out in various 
quarters of ^the Ecclefiaftical State—that <rf Citti. 
^i Cafte]lano**rexcked the rage of the patriots,^ 
and his country-feat was demoliihed. The ex- 
penfes of the war, together with thofe of the 
nieW admihiftratron, rendered 'neceffaiy the iiij- 
pqfition of extraordinary tai^es ^ and their wjeighl 
iell, as might naturally haye been expe^ed^.fMd 
the moft opul^rt familtesi of Rome. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Fate of Vim % and of hh Nephews m 

lS to the pope and his family, amid this ge- 
neral fubverfion, their fate was the more de- 
plorable as they fell from a more exalted ftation. 
The fympathy which they might have excited 
was confiderably diminiflied by the recoUeSion 
of their excefles, or at leaft of their errors. But 
there are certain bounds to refentment even in 
thofe bofoms which have been the moft deeply 
wounded, even in hearts of the moft rancorous 
mould. The pontiff's two nephews fank in one 
'day from opulence to beggary. The cardinal 
Brafchi, lefs greedy than his brother, derived 
the principal part of his fortune from the .rich 
benefices that his uncle had accumulated on him. 
In confequence of the profcription, thofe bene- 
fices were fpeedily vacated, and he had 'reafon 
to envy the fcanty pittance of a village prieft. 
With regard to the duke his brother, the voice 
of exaggeration has not perhaps fwelled the 
amount of his extortions, or breathed additional 
infamy on the difgraceful means which he had 
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lirtiployed to enrich himfelf : but his territorial 
J)offeffions, at leaft, had certainly been over- 
irated* ^His movable property was immenfe^ 
his luxury of every kind cqi^aUe4 that of a little 
fovereign : but we think ourfelves juftified in 
kffertlng, that, in landed eftates, he never poffeffed ' 
&bove forty thouCand Roman crowns of annual 
income- Within a few days after the revqfi^i- 
iion ill Rome, nought remained to him but the 
ribbons dnd croffes with tvhich he had fuflered 
himfelf to be accoutred by various fovereign s of 
Europe /arid he even thought himfelf thtice 
ifiappy to find a temporary fhelter in Tufcany 
from the perfeCutions bjr which he Was forced to 
^totie fpr his avidity, arid for the fcand^lous ufe 
Which he had made of his poWen His pi£!ureg, 
liis prints, his antiques, all the treature^ of his 
itiufeiirii, his rich furniture, every thing bf his 
that could be found, was confifcated and c^- 
pofed to falc. His larids,^ particularly " thofe 
Vhich he had acquired in the Pontine mtgirlhes, 
Were treated as the acquifitioiis of vi£lory, and 
fold for the benefit of the conquering aVniy* 

His wife, known by the title of tffe duchefs of 
Nemi, was lefs harihly treated than be. At 
firft, however, (he Was the objeft of peculiar fe- 
ver ity : flie vi^as arretted aiid thrown into con- 
finement; being confidered as a perfoii whom it 
W^s indifpenfably neceffary to fecute. But thfs 
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ivas a mJftaken idea : (he was tberefbiser fpon rc-> 
ftored to liberty, and even permitted to bring 
forward her claims. The French commiffioners 
•found her T^figned,^ fuppliant, and hardly feeining ' 
td recofleft that (he had lately been, the firft lady 
in Rome. She began by demanding of them 
* lixty thoufand crowns which (lie faid Ihe had 
brought as her marriage-portion; the fum was 
reduced to thirty thoufand. She then* claimed 
for'her daughter a movable property to thp 
amoXirit of about thirty thoufand crowns : on 
this'fcore (he was allowed ten thoufand. What 
ihe was fufFered to retain of her perfonal prbf 
perty may be valued at an equal fum» She kept' 
the jewqls, the diamonds, with which flie was 
abundantly provided. Of twenty carriages 
which (lie had owned, flie was permitted to 
choofe two of the mod elegant. She was in^ 
dulged with the privilege of realifmg in national 
property the thirty thoufand crowns granted to 
her— an indulgence which enabled her to retaia 
a part of the beautiful eftate fhe pofTeffed at 
Tiyoli* After the completion of thefe econo- 
mic arrangements, which were more favourable 
to her than (lie could have reafonably expeft-ed^ 
flie requefted leave to retire to Fermo in the mar* 
quifate of Ancona, whither Die was invited by 
the manr— not her hufband — who was to confole 
her for fo many misfortunes. To tliis requeft 
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(he receiTed a r^fufal; not that there exified a 
wiQi to thwart her in the itidulgence of that in- 
clination which certainly was not her firft eflay : 
' }>ut the commiflioners did her the very gratuitous 
honour of fuppoiing that it was important that 
flie {hould not remove from the vicinity of Rome« 
She obtained permiffion to retire to TivoH, 
where ihe has fince lived fufficiently free from 
moleftation. 

It remains for us to fpeak of the chief of that 
fiunfly, which, by a feries of imprudent a^^ 
fuddenly fell from the pinnacle of greamefs to 
the depths of the moft deplorable humiliation* 
Pius, who, by his own obftinacy aud the evil 
counfels to which he had given ear, had prepared 
the way for the overthrow of the Roman go* 
vernment, remained almoft entirely ignorant of 
the cataftrophe which completed that event. 
He was yet overwhelmed with the confternMioQ 
caufed by the entry of the avengers of Dupbot^ 
when he learned that the cardinals had abdit 
cated their temporal authority : he faw general 
CervoTii enter, who at this time held the chief 
commapd in Rome; he came to announce to 
0ie pontiff that the people had thought propeir 
to rcfume their fovereignty.r— " And my digt 
^* nity !'^ exclaimed his hoKnefs in the accent of 
profound grief.—" It is too intimately connected 
*' ^ith religion, which the people are determin?^ 



*' to prefervc inviolate. They have fo «xprefled 
** their refolution in the folemn aft which has 
^' been proclaimed in their pame; and they 
*^ promife to make for you a provifion fuitable 
^* to ydor rapk." — ** And my perfon !" continued 
Pius. — ** It' is in perfeft fafety; and they en- 
** gage to furnifli a guard of a hundred and 
*5 twenty men for its proteftion/*: — ^Pius was 
filent^ and afiumed an air of refignation. 

But the hopes which *his beginning had en- 
couraged htm to conceive were foon difap- 
pointed. Notwithfianding the wifli fo formally 
and folemnly announced by the people of Rome 
m favour of liberty^ that capital harboured aeon- 
fider^Ie number of raal-contents — of fincere fa- 
natics, who confidered the fall of the papal, 
throne, in nq other light than as the downfall of 
religion — ^many hypocrites who from motives of 
vanity and ambition were interefted ia fupport- 
ing the ancient order of things. Under thefe 
ctrciimftancesi the prefence of the pope might 
give birth to coufpiracies. Though he had, 
while vefted with fbvereignty, been viewed with 
the eyes of hatred or at leaft of indifference, his 
misfortunes had now rendered him an objetEt of 
fympathetic intereft. The French commiflion- 
ejs thought it indifpenfable to the public fafety 
that he (hould be removed from Rome, and even 
ffQm the Ecclefiaftical State. He was condu6ied 
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♦dTufcany, not at the requcft of the gmnd-duke^ 
but with bis confent, which that prince would 
have been very glad.ta have the liberty of re- 
fafing. He was fenfible that the priefence of 
filch a gueft might become troublefome, and' 
even dj^ngerodis* Pius was at frrft condufted to 
Sienna*^ 

• Hes-e he lived in peace, arid forgotten by aK 
rouft every one except the devotees and fome- 
e4irious p^rfons> when an earthquake iheok the 
place which he had chofen foF his retreat, and' 
threw down feveral buildiags. Pius lodged in. 
the convent of Saint Barbara j but, at the mo- 
ment wheri the fhock was felt, he happened to 
be walking in one of the public gardens of the 
city. He was haftily conveyed from within the 
walls of Sienna, to a country-houfe called by the 
name of Hell-, which circumftance gave rife to 
the farcafins of the undevout who had not fel^ 
compaffion for his misfortune. After feme time 
he was cqndufted to Florence. At the moment 
of his entering this city, the Iky, which is ufually 
fo ferene in Tufcany, was overcaft with heavy 
clouds, and the rain fell in torrents. Malignity, 
which is fo prompt, efpecially in Italy, to feife 
erery opportunity of exercifing itfelf, did not fail 
to obferve that the pope brought bad weather 
with him wherever he came. 

. Hfs firft interview with the grand-duke, whicl^. 
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took place in jprefence of the marquis Manfre-^ 
dini, was on both 'fides accompanied by mark^ 
of melting tendcrnefs. The grand-diike in par-* 
ticular wais moved even to* the fliedding| of tears : 
but 'he was not infenfible of the inconvfehiepce 
which might refdt to him from keeping the 
jpope in his' capital. In a few days after his ar^ 
rival, Pius'was conduced to a Garthufiian mo^ 
ftaftervi at the diftance of two miles from Flor 
rence.' ■ • .' 

* The^^lleh pontifF did not appear fo deeply 
affefted by his* fituation as might have been fup- 
J)ofed : his health, far from being impaired by a 
cataftrophe which would have caufed any other 
perfon in like circumftance^ to die with griefs 
feemed to be in a more flourifliing ftate. His 
relrfh for the pleafures of the table accompanied 
•him'ta his folitude: and, on that fubjeft, the 
following anecdote is related by credible witr 
nefles— On his arrival at the Carthufian convent, 
•his holinefs, who, among the fmall fuite of fer- 
vants by whom he was accompanied, had not 
forgotten his cook, gave him permiflion to take 
his ftation in the conventual kitchen, and there 
ordered him. to prepare for his table delicate vi- 
ands which formed a ftriking contrafl: with the 
frugal fare of the monks. The latter, mortified 
.no doubt by the comparifon, pretended to be 
fcandalifed at the holy fathers fenfuality, and 
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pronounced it to be the iburce of thofb calami* 
ties which defolated the church. . The cook 
warmly defended, the caufe of bis ufeful profef^ 
iion^ and> in revenjgeof the iU-humqur (bown by 
thofe rechiles, flipped^ unknown to them» a bit 
p^ meat into their peas-foup*. Tliis horrible 
pbt being difcovered, the monks utter (hrieks 
of indignation, which reach the ears of his holi* 
nefs. Pius fancies he flill hears the revolution 
nary ftorm growl around him : he inquires what 
caufe has excited it : to avoid the repetition of 
fuch a fcene,he orders that his kitchen be hence^ 
forward feparate from that of the monks ; and 
they congratulate themfelves on no longer having 
before their tyes the fcandalous exhibition of 
the fovereign pontiff's epicurifm. 

Vanity, as another anecdote proves--rand that 
particular fpecies of it which was the leaft ex- 
cufable in a pontiff and an old man^^the vanity 
which is connected with external accpmpUthr 
ments-^id not abandon Pius in his retreat. 
There lived at Florence a young Hungarian 
painter who was deiirous of the honour of draw^ 

* The Carthuiians^ obferving a perpetual Lent> never ^t 
fiefh-meat : and, according to the notions of their cburchf the 
fmalleft particle of fle(h, or the fmalleft drop of its juice, min* 
gled with any quantity of fading-fare, is fufficicnt to conta- 
minate the whcde mafs fo completely that whoever tafies of it 
is guilty of the no fkoaU prime of violating the ^ ( 
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ing his hoiliriefs^s portrait, wrth the intention, as 
he (aid, of prefenting it to the empreft. H6 was 
cdndufted to the holy father, who accepted hi^ 
ofier with a fort of enthufiafin, ** Let youf 
^ pencil," faid he to the young artift, " revivd 
•* that bloom and aninrated complexion which 
^' is fomewhat faded through age and chagrin : 
* paint me in fcarlet tobtSy to give the greater 
•* relief to my features.** The painter is faid to 
havepard* docile obedience to the direft ions of 
. the pontiflf's vanity; and Pius, even in the fea- 
fon of difgrace, ftill found nfliUterer. It is af« 
ferted that his eyes dwelt with pleafore on that 
portrait, which, fome years before, would have 
been a vei^good likenefs, and which, by ah in- 
nocent deception, carried him back tea lefs rf- 
danced age^ and to happier days. 
» Thefe anecdotes will to many jpeople afford 
fufficieiit ^T&Qnd for difpenfing With that pity 
wbfch' they might otherwife be inclined to be^ 
ftow on him. Can we confider him as an objeft 
of compaffion, when we fee him fo rdigned,- fo 
contented, ftill fo well difpofed io relifli the 
only indulgences that have been left within his 
reach? * 

It is moreover afferted, that, inftead of repin- 
ing at his fate, he has feveraf times protefted that 
he had renoiinced all hope of evet revifitra^x 
•Rome, and^ that his utmoft wifli was to conclude 
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fcis days in peace in the Cartliufian •monaftery: 
He enjoys there likewife fome otber < onfolji-^ 
tions : he is not forgotten by all mankind in hi$ 
obfcure retreat ; he has there receive^ magnifi- 
cent prefents from all qMart;ers* One day he faw 
ten purfe$ brought in to.him^ each, containing 
five hundred crpwns. The donatpr chcrfe to 
keep his name fecret: 9II that is known is that 
he was a Florentine. The prefipnt .was accom* 
panied by a note containing thefe wprds^ " To 
'* provide ten fliirts for hiahoiinefs/^.\; Another 
, Florentine caufed a fedan-chair to be -cpn^mfted 
for hfm, ricl)ly gilt, decorated with;aJl the fym- 
bols of the church, and difplayingin-front a fil- 
ver plate infcribed with thefe words, which their 
author confidered as prophetic, ^* Pojl/ata re- 
*' furgo'^ Many prelates, and; almoft'* all the 
chiefs of thQ catholic church, have made him 
confiderable offers which he has had th^ genera- 
lity to decline. But he accepts without fcruple 
thp favours tendered by fovqrcign prince^. He 
receives a monthly penfion of three thoufatid 
crowns frpm,^ a neighbouring courf : the king of 
Spain continues faithfully obferyant of his for.mer 
cuftom of annually fending to him an abundant 
jprpvifion of drugs, wines, and tpbaoco: be has 
jalfp giyen him teftimonies of affcftionate regard 
which jPiu^ha^ mjuch more fenfibly felt-; for that 
jXLonarch has not only dire^cd th.e cardinal- Lp* 
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xenzana to continue to relide near ihe .ponlifl^ 
but 4ias alfo fent him a idiCpatcJa in which he 
aflurcs him that he has not ccsrfed to conf^dier^d 
to pefpeS Pius VL as *^ hiead of thie catholic 
«. church." 

The ferenity whicTi Pius enjoy« in his retreat 
has.neverthelefs been clouded by a tranfa6Uoa 
which indeed was wejl calculated to awake 
whatever fmall fpark of fenXibility he yet retains. 
That nq^hew^ dear to bis vanity ftUl more- than 
to his aiFe£lion~-that niephew, who was the ob^ 
je£i and the principal accomplice of thofe faults 
for which Pius is now forced to atone— was 
among ihe foremoft in fleeing from Rome, He 
had come to his uncle, and feeraed to take a de- 
light ia adminiftering to him fome coh£blations» 
But the graftdnduke did not think he could widi, 
propriety tolerate him in his dominions, Prafchi, 
when preparing for his departure from Tufcany* 
took the liberty of repairing ^ part of bis ioC^^ bjr 
carryingoiF frooi tbp l^oly. father ja copfid^erabte 
(una. Qf iiion)?y which the pious munificence of 
the faithful had deftined for th^ fupr(^me hea4i 
of the^ church; an/i not for the prince of the Bpn- 
^ne n>ar(hes. Pias, fired with indignation: at 
fuch treatment from a cheri0ied nephew, re-r 
fumed a:n)omentary energy to lavifli^on him* ui'^ 
fteiad jof affc^ionate a4ieux/hi$ paternal impx^erc 
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terniinated in a more fcandalous cataftropbe. 

Not alone did earthquakes and ingratitude 
difturb Pius's repofe in the different retreats to 
which he had been configned. The policy of 
the French government alfo gave him more than 
one caufe of difquietude. It wad not thaft he, 
conduced himfelf in the Carthufian monaftery 
at Florence in fuch manner as to awake fufpi- 
cion : there exifted no reafon to apprehend that 
tbofe peribns whom be had been permitted to 
take with him at his departure from I^ome, 
would become the inftruments of intrigue or fa^ 
naticifai : they were a chamberlain, fome of his 
gentlemen, fome prelates, a phyfician^— men as 
little formidable on the fcore of talents as of in-* 
fiuence. The pope himfelf led and ftill conti^ 
Bties to lead a uniform^ peaceable, and fequefter^d 
life ^ -he retires to reft at an early hour: he rifes 
very late, and paffes the remainder of the day in 
eating, drinking, writing, or dictating to his fe* 
cretary. His intelleSs are enfeebled by age even 
more than by chagrin. 

At Sienna he had a kind of eccleiiaftic court, 
and was furrounded by a certain pom^p : the 
faithful ftill flocked to his prefence, and courted 
tJife honour of his benediftions* But, lince his 
removal to the Carthu^a monaftery,- his circle 
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has been very circumfcribed. He wifely avoids 
making, himfelf too acceffible, and admits the 
vifits only of fome devotees or perfons attrafted 
tp him by curiofity* The Tufcan government, 
' which is deeply interefted in watching him to 
avoid giving any caufe of complaint to France, 
is extremely careful that he maintain no relation 
of a fufpicious nature. 

It had propofed to the minifter of the 
French republic that he fhould name all the 
perfons . who were to compofe his holinefs'? 
houfehpld, and fliould have the infpe£tion of hi^ 
private condu6t. It would have been a circum;* 
ilaqce unparalleled in the annals of the Romaa 
church to fee her fovereign pontiff under the tu- 
telage of a heretic, for our minifter at Florence 
Was born a member of the proteftant commu- 
nion. Citizen Reinhart declined that delicate 
charge: but he is neverthelefs equally well ap- 
prifed of every thing that paflTcs within the Car* 
thufian monaftery at Florence. 

Notwithftanding all thefe motives of fecurity, 
feme jealoufy has been excited by Pius's refi- 
, dence in the heart of Italy. Apprehenfions have 
been entertained, that, by ftill continuing fo near 
to thofe whom he had fo long dazzled by the 
fplendor of his dignity, he might, perhaps con- 
trary to his own wilhes, awaken their regret, and 
furnifh the ground of fome confpiracy. In the 
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month of Thermidor o( the fixth yeaf of the re- 
public *, the French government urged the 
grand-duke of Tufcany to fend him out of his 
dominions. To our demands the grand-duke 
replied, " I did not wrfh for the pope : it was 
•^ the French commiffioners who fent him to me. 
" I would be glad that he were at a diftance 
" from Tufcany : but you will not infift on my 
*^ expelling him. If you defire that he quit the 
*^ country, every thing fhall be made ready for 
** his depax;ture— carriage, inns, (hip : but it 
" refts with France to take the charge of con-- 
" veying him elfewhere." The direftory in- 
fifted, and caufed the following meffage to be 
delivered to the grand-duke- — ^^ Send him out 
" of Tufcany, or we will hold you refponfible 
" for the difturbances which his proximity ex- 
** cites apd may yet further excite in Rome." 

In confequence of thefe re-iterated urgencies 
the court of Tufcany concerted with the cabinet 
of Vienna to provide a retreat for his holinefs in 
the hereditary Hates of the houfe of Auftria ; and 
that was the objeft of the marquis Manfredini's 
journey to Vienna. Already it was determined 
that Pius fhould be conveyed to the convent of 
Mcelk near the Danube, when the affair of the 
ambaiTador BernadQtte at Vienna induced an 

♦ Between July xg and Auguft 18, 1798. 



371 

alteration of the plan. It was then propofed to 
fend the pontiff to Spain : but, Charles not con- 
fenting to admit him into his kingdom except on 
conditions which appeared inadmiffible^ it was 
next refolved that he fhould embark for the ifle 
of Sardinia. At this period, his health appear- 
ing too much impaired to leave him fufficient 
ftrength for a long voyage— his intei lefts being 
weakened to fuch a degree that his reafon might 
have been thought alienated— ^and all fear being 
now vaniflied of thofe dangers which might 
arilp from his refidence in Italy—fewer inconve- 
niences feemed to attend the meafure of fuflFer- 
ing him to vegetate in the Carthufian monaftery 
near Florence : and it is probable that he will 
there terminate his exiftence. 

Still ftronger is the probability that his tem- 
poral reign is at an end. His pontificate — that 
is to fay, his fpiritual authority — may yet fubfift 
in the eftimation of thofe who think that the ca- 
tholic church cannot difpenfe with a head, nor 
Jefus Chrift with a vicegerent : but, diverted of 
all thofe external acceflbries which at once gave^ 
it luftre and rendered it dangerous, it may be 
prolonged for the confolation of the faithful, 
without difturbing the tranquillity of Europe, 
and efpecially that of Italy, 

2 B 2 
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CHAPTER XXXl- 

Principal Reform effeEled in the Roman State by the 
new Government. 



lT length we have reached the period of 
our careen The pope may yet cxift for*the 
comfort of fome millions of pious fouls : but 
the Roman government, of which he was the 
head, is irretrievably overturned, and its dis- 
jointed' wreck lies fcattered in different diredipns. 
On the fire which it once occupied, a new go- 
vernment has been reared. Although its orga- 
nifation does not make a part of our fubjeft, at 
leaft our duty requires thdt we point out the 
moft material innovations which it produced in 
what was termed the Ecclefiaftical State, and 
efpecially in its capital. 

It may naturally be concluded, that, irnme^ 
:diately after the arrival of the French in RomQ> 
the greater part qf thofe eilablifliments which 
were linked with the Roman church yaniflied 
from fight, and almoft all thofe that conftituted 
a part of the pope's temporal government. The 
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principal edifices received a new deftinationr 
Jn the palace on Mount-Quirinal, known alfo 
by the.namei of Monte-Cavallo, where the Ro- 
man pontiff was wont to fpend a portion of the 
year, the directory took their ftation, and efta^ 
bliftied their offices and all their dependencies : 
and, although that palace is fpacioufly ample, 
the dire£lory united with it, for their ufe, the 
isdifice of the Confulta. 

The Vatican, fo long revered as the feinftuary 
whence ifTued. thofe fpiritual thunders which 
fo^aft have (haken Europe-?-the Vatican, where, 
to the difgrace of Chriftian humility, pontifical 
luxury was difplayed amid furrounding mafter- 
piec^S of the arts, and rich colleftions^pf books, 
manufcript§, and all thofe prpdu£lions of genius 
which refle£t honour on the human race— the 
Vatican, on ceafing to be the refidence of a 
doubly defpotic fovereign, was exclufively de- 
voted to the fciences. There was eftabliflied 
the hew national inftitute, and there were lodged 
all its members, notwithftanding the averfion 
they had teftified to that part of Rome, which 
prejudice had reprefented as infalubrious. 

It may well be imagined that the propaganda, 
the Holy Office, and all the monuments of into- 
lerant fanaticifm, have for ever vaniflied, as 
likewife every thing not effentially conneftcd 
V?ith the catholic church. Of thofe various in^ 

? ^ 3 
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ftitutions which difgraced reh'gion at the fame 
time that they enriched its minifters, a fingie 
one has furvived the univerfal reform : that is 
the office of the datarioy which owes its prefer- 
vation to motives of policy. The reformers 
felt that they could not abolifli it without ma- 
terially injuring the profperity of regenerate 
Rome, of whofe refources a confiderable por- 
tion was cut off by the revolution, inafmuch as 
it has for a time banifhed from her walls thofe 
foreigners who came to admire and ftudy the 
mafter-produftions of the arts, and for ever all 
thofe who came to beg or purchafe favours from 
the papal court. 

The datario annually poured into that'capi-^ 
tal of popery a fupply of about three niil- 
lions of Hvres — a fum which could not, without 
ferious inconveniences, be withdrawn from a 
population of a hundred and fixty thoufand 
fouls, nearly deftitute of all the aids of indu- 
ftry. Befides, it was much lefs the patrimony 
of the priefts than of a multitude of fecr^taries 
and* clerks and others who would, by its aboli* 
tion, have fuddenly found themfelves deprived 
of all means of fubfiftence. In particular, it 
was the fole dependence of a great number of 
private individuals, who enjoyed, under the 
name of vacahiliy annuities fecured by rnortgage 
of the produce of the daiam. That inftitution 
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has therefore been fufFered to fubfift, with only 
an alteration in its form. The minifter of the 
court of Madrid, previous to his departure from 
Rome, concurred with the new government in 
organifing a new eftablifliment, whence the bulls 
for benefices are, in the name of the abfent pon- 
tiff, iffued to the fubjefts of Spain in nearly 
fimilar manner as heretofore* The other poten- 
tates who, for the fame objeft, ftill maintain re- 
lations with the Holy See, have likewife made 
particular arrangements on that head. 

Another inftitution has been annihilated, which 
was at once interwoven with both the tem* 
poral and the fpiritual powers, and was in- 
compatible with the new form of government : 
we mean the functions of the cardinal-vicar. 

That officer was not only the pope's vicar-* 
general as bifhop of Rome, but alfo a judge in- 
vefted with temporal authority, and poffeffing a 
jurifdiftiori, both civil and criminal, which 
equally extended to the laity as to the clergy.^ 
With him lay the direftion of the police, and 
the fuperintendence of the moral conduft of the 
citizens. In the exercife of thefe powers which 
are liable to fo many abufes, he had for his fe- 
cret agents a horde of fpies who frequently hur- 
ried him to arbitrary exceffes, by blafting, on the 
flighteft fufpicion, the honour of married wo-r 
men, and fometimes that, of their buibands. 
^ B 4 
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The twenty-eight parifh-priefts of Rome aide4 
him in hi^ fun6lion§ : they infinuated themfelves 
into families : they pryed into their domeftic 
fecrets ; and their trpublefome yigilance had a 
ftronger tendency to excite fcandal than to rer 
prefs diforder. This fpecjes of inquifition ceafed 
on the arrival of the French ; and in its (lead 
was fubftituted a police organifecj on the r^r 
publican fyfteni. 

As to the purely ecclefialftic funftion? of the 
pope, thole prejudices which the reformers 
wifhed to refpeft would not fuffer them to be 
fufpended. They were committed to a prelate 
whofe exiftence was hardly fufpeftedr-'the per-* 
fon who, under the title of vice-gerent, governed 
the diocefe of Rome properly fo called. He 
has continued to officiate pontifically and with 
all the former pomp. He began his career 
by abolifliing a great number of feftivals : and, 
although his jurifdiftion be confined within the 
limits of his own bifhopric, he extended that 
abolition to every other diocefe in the Ropfian 
republic. The French commiffioners^ far from 
oppofing this kind of ufurpation, were- glad to 
fee an ecclefiaftic authority, legal or not, reforrfi 
an abufe vvhich the teniporal power could not 
perhaps have attacked with equal fuccefs. 

The metropolitan church of the catholic 
world^ the church of Saint Peter ^t Ronie, h^s 
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loft nothing of its former fplendor by the changtf 
of the government. The illumination of its domtf 
has* been feveral times repeated ; and it has 
even been made to difplay that fpeftacle, of 
fuch magic efFe&, known by the appellation of 
the ** luminous crofs.^* The reformers did not 
choofe to deprive the Romans of any one of 
thofe acceflbries of their public worlhip to which 
they attached fo great value. They have even 
fuiFered the church of Saint Peter to retain the 
income of which it was before poffeffed: it^ 
canons enjoy their prebends, hold their chap^ 
ters, and attend the choir, as in time paft. Nq 
alteration has been made in the vefture of the 
priefts or friars : the profcription has been con-* 
fined to the dignity and decorations of the car- 
fdiriials, bepaufe their order was a furreptitiou^ 
interpolation on the true ecclefiaftic hierarchy^j 
and they conftituted rather the political thaii 
the fpiritual council of the pontiflF. Refpe^ 
was paid, in Saint Peter's, even to that famou^ 
facred door which was never opened but once in 
every twenty-five years; and pver it arp.ftill 
read the words; ** Pius VI. anno 17 j^aperuif ef 
daufit *.-* Nothing was removed except thofe 
faftuous infcriptions with which the pontifFsf 
had decorated the profane edifices occupied a; 

t l^iufj VI, opened and fliut [this door] in tl^e year 1775* 
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the feats of their perfonal refidence : and the 
portal of Saint Peter's cathedral ftill informs the 
paffenger that to the care of Paul V. the arts 
and religion are indebted for that immortal mo- 
nument. 

The new government has particularly pre- 
ferred two eftabliftiments of a purely temporal 
nature, in which the whole Roman people were 
interefted — the two banks known by the names 
of the monte-di'pietd and the Spirito-Santo. 

The former of thefe had originally been no- 
thing more than a bank where money was lent 
on pawns, and which iffued notes or cedole re- 
prefenting the value of the property that it re- 
ceived. In procefs of time it degenerated from 
its primitive inftitution: its notes were multi- 
plied far beyond the extent of its capital ; and 
there is no exaggeration in afierting, that, to- 
ward the conclufion of Pius's pontificate, above 
four fifths of that paper-money were unfecured 
by pledges. The hofpital of the Spirifo-Sanfo, 
on the contrary, poffeffes very confiderable re- 
venues. It had acquired great credit, received 
depofits of money, circulated its notes, and 
paid them without difficulty on prefeptation. 
In thefe latter times, th^t falutary inftitution 
had been utterly perverted : the amount of its 
notes far exceeded that of its funds ; and no- 
thing but fmall notes, with barely the balance 
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in fpecie, could be obtained of it in exchange 
of its larger paper. To provide for his extrava- 
gant expenfes, Pius had greatly augmented the 
debts of that eftablifliment. 

It was a tafk of no fmajl difficulty for the 
new government to remedy fo many diforders, 
efpeciaily at the epoch of a revolution which 
neceflarily demanded an incrcafe of expenditure. 
At its outfet, however, it grafped fuch refources 
as circumftances prefented to it : in the firft 
place it affumed the inheritance of all the do- 
mains belonging to the extinft government, and 
of the property adminiftered by the Apoftolic 
Chamber: to thefe were added the poffeffions 
of feveral religious communities, whofe abolition 
was eflfefted without violent means. This re- 
for,m was begun by fending away from Rome 
all the foreign monks and friars, by whofe re- 
moval the multitudinous fwarms of thofe pious 
drones were reduced above one third. In con- 
fequence of this meafure, feveral communities 
were reduced to two or three members : a cer- 
tain number of thefe were united in one place j 
amd the poffeffions of ^ the vacant convents were 
declared to be national property. Another fpe- 
cies became, by confifcation, French property ; 
fuch as thofe of the duke Brafchi. Thofe of 
both defcriptions were expofed to fale : but the 
former, infpiring the purchafers with lefs confi' 
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(dence, were not fold at above feven or eight 
years' purchafe, whereas the latter produced tea 
or twelve times their annual value. 

In the cedole the government naturally .fore^ 
faw a fource of embarraffment. To raife their 
value a little, it ftrove to open a channel ta 
drain them from circulation, and accepted them 
at par to the amount of one third of the pur-? 
chafe of the national property. But this meafure 
appearing to throw too great a burden oir a 
treafury which could not afford to fuffer any 
loffes^ in a fliort time the cedole were not takea 
at any higher rate than that at which they paifed 
in the ordinary courfe of exchange. 

To fupply the city with provilions was one 6f 
the principal obje£ls which engaged the anxious 
attention of the government in its outfet ; and 
))ere it reaped the bitter fruits of the difaftrous 
adminiftration to which it had fucceeded* Gom-^ ' 
pelled to have recourfe to the ruinous expe- 
dients which we had employed in 1794, it 
bought up corn at a high price, and retailed it 
at a lofs. 

But how was it to provide for this expenfe^r 
and for all the others concomitant on the revo* 
lution ? The firft plan adopted was that of im* 
pofing a tax on capital, and to exa6l three per 
pent from all thofe who poiTefled eftates exceed., 
pg five.thoufand crowns in value, But th? coU 



33 1 

le€lion of this fupply ptoc^eded ilowly, and the 
public neceffities each day became more and * 
more urgent : it was therefore found neceffary 
toxall in the aid of thofe enormous contribu- 
tions levied on the principal families of Rome 
-—revolutionary meafures, it. is true— -meafures 
fraught with ruin €:ven to the multitude, fince 
they compelled thofe families to curtail their 
expenfes, to leave their domeftics deftitute of 
occupation, their tradefmen deftitute of bufi- 
tiefs, their workmen deftitute of -employments 
But the circumftances were imperious : nor is it 
eafy to remedy the inveterate evils .generated by 
a radically defective adminiftration : it is not the 
woi?k of a few months to re-animate agriculture 
and induftry, paralyfed by feveral fucceflive.cen-* 
turies of ignorance and fupine negleft. 

Wiat will neverthelefs aftonilh all thofe who 
were .apquainted with the deplorable condition 
of the Ecclefiaftical State, is the exeriions which 
it was able to hear even after the difmember- 
ment of its two richeft provinces, the legations 
of JBologna and Ferrara, By this Iqfs the Holy 
See had expiated its firft offences againft the 
French republic. A fecond time it aroufed her 
refentment: our army advanced as far as To- 
lentino : a contribution of thirty-five millions 
was demanded : the court of Rome found means 
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to furnifh it, partly in fpecie, partly in diamonds 
which at firft were admitted as part of the pay- 
ment : afterward the value of the diamonds 
was excluded from the account ; and the pope 
was obliged to complete in ca(h the full amount 
of the contribution. To this fum if we add the 
requifitions in kind, the produce of pillage, the 
fpoils of churches, the taxes impofed on the 
principal families, &c. &c. we ihall not be 
guilty of exaggeration in afferting, that, from 
that country apparently fo poor, there have 
been drawn by various modes nearly two hun- 
dred minions of .livres *• It is true, indeed, 
that its means are now exhaufted — - that the 
chief fources of its artificial wealth are dried 
up — that fpeedy diligence muft be exerted to 
open others, as the only expedient to fave 
that ftate from falling to diffolution at the very- 
moment of its revivifcence. One of the moft 
effeftual meafures for warding off that calamity 
is to recall the fine arts which have been banifli- 
ed by the revolutionary tumult from that land 
which feems to be their true birth-place. Evea 
without awaiting the return of peace, the new 
government have already beftowed their atten- 
tion on that defirable objeft, and their efforts 
have been feconded by France. 

* Above eight millions flerllng. 
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It IS fome months fince the French direftofy 
have called for the refurre^ion of that academy 
of painting, fculpture, and architeQure, from 
which have coipe forth fome of the great ge- 
niufes that refleft luftre on our country. It v^as 
propofed to complete the eftablifliment by the 
aflfociation of mufic : the Roman republic has 
even created funds for its fupport, and affigned 
to it a revenue of fixty-thoufand livres to be 
taken from the thirty millions placed at her dif- 
pofaL 

But that revenue, and the eftablifliment itfelf, 
will be of precarious duration fo long as the 
Roman republic remains unconfolidated. If it 
fliould be fliaken by new convulfions — if the 
profpeft of its permanency fliould ftill continue 
doubtful — if internal and external dangers fliould 
threaten its exiftence, and banifti from it the fe- 
curity and leifure of peace— -there would then 
be ftrong reafon to fear left that capital of the 
arts fliould lie buried under the ruins of the pa- 
pacy. 

We have now conduded the pontificate of 
Pius VI. even beyond that cataftrophe which, in 
prematurely infliding on it the ftroke of death, 
has fruftrated all the calculations of probabi- 
lity. We have alfo aflifted at the fubver- 
fion of his temporal throne, and the firft opera- 
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tions of the pdpular government who haVe feated 
themfelves in his place. The head of the Ro-" 
man church ftill exifts for the faithful : but the 
defpot of Rome has difappeared. A few re- 
flexions on that fmgular event fball conclude our 
work. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Conclujiotu 



Hi 



. ISTORY abounds with events which elude 
the eye of common forefight, and even take fa- 
gacity itfelf unaware. The fubverfion of the 
pontifical throne cannot appear furprifing ex- 
cept to thofe who are void of reflexion. , Its 
long duration is much more aftonifhing than its 
rapid fall : an aflertion whofe truth is proved to 
demonftration by the feries of fafts which we 
have related. 

For the artificial exiftence of the government of 
the Ecclefiaftical State, juftly comparable to a co- 
loflus with feet of clay, no other ciaufe could be 
afligned than the illufion by which it was environ- 
ed. But, within the laft fifty years in particular, 
how many circumftances concurred in diflipating 
that illufion! — the abolition of the Society of. 
Jefus — the progrefs of philofophy, fo formidable 
to facred prejudices — the efforts of almoft all 
the fovereigns to ftrip the Holy See of its ufur- 
pations — the continuity and impunity of their 
fuccefles, &c. &c. 

VOL. II. 2 c 



-S86 

The pontiff's temporal authority was fo in- 
tin:ately interwoven with the divinity of his 
miffion, that it was impoffible to render the lat- 
ter doubtful without rendering the former pre- 
carious. An ele6tive fovereign, elevated to the 
throne at the approach of old age and con- 
demned to die without pofterity, could not 
ftrike deep roots around him,- or increafe his re- 
fpeftability by alliances. His family, taking 
advantage of his tranfient fplendor, might indeed 
excite envy, but could not, like thofe of other 
fovereigns, derive numerous fupports from the 
operation of hope, from the permanency 8f their 
influence, from that refpeft which is mechani- 
cally paid to nobility of blood. Thus the fcep- 
tred pontiff flood ifolated in the midft of his 
court, and had no other fupport than the fuper- 
flitious zeal to which he was indebted for his 
exaltation. His interefts were connedted only 
with thofe of religion: through it he ruled ; and^ 
with it he mutt fall, unaided by any auxiliaries 
except the obfcure and impotent herd of de- 
votees. 

The perfonal talents of the pope could alone 
compenfate the fragility of th^ foundations on 
which his throne refted. But what could be ex^ 
pefted of a pontiff who, by the tedious duration 
of his reign, fatigued the impatience of his pre- 
fumptive fucceffors — alienated the minds of the 



people by his exaftions — difgufted aM ranks by 
the crying abufes of nepotifm — fuccetrively loft 
all thofe prerogatives which had ever been 
deemed facred — and, by his errors as well as his 
reverfes, convinced even the vulgar throng that 
the vicar of Jefus-Chrift was but a frail mortal ? 

In endowing Pius with fome virtues which 
would have rendered him an eftimable charafter 
In a private ftation, nature had refufed him all 
thofe great qualities which fiipport a throne in ■ 
tempeftuous times, .efpecially that providence 
which prepares its poffeffor to meet anticipated 
events, and that dexterity which enables him to 
elude their influence. He had not even thofe . 
energetic vices which fomctimes procure a par- 
dQjn for criminal deeds. To be able to face the 
exifting circumftances, he ought to have united 
the moderation of Benedifil XIV, with the firm- 
nefs of Sixtus V* : but Pius's moderation' was 
never any other than timidity — his firmnefs, than 
tranfient obftinacy. 

If indeed, himfelf incapable of guiding the 
reins of government with a vigorous hand, he 
had refigned them to a minifter of fupjrior abi-' 
lity — if he.had poflefled the art of combining in 
aflbciation the ambition of the great and the 
affent of the people — all might yet havt: been 
well with him. But this was not the cafe : on 
2 c 2 
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the contrary, his miftruft and vanity excluding 
all thofe who would have been able to afford 
affiftance to his incapacity, Pius neither knew 
how to fway the fceptre himfelf nor fuffer it to 
be fwayed by others. 

Under his long pontificate, the finews of that 
government which of itfelf was fo enervate, be- 
came ftill farther relaxed. No vigilance was 
difcernible in the police, no feverity in the pro- 
ceedings of juftice, no order in the finances. 
There was nobody at Rome to Command, no- 
body to obey. The minifters themfelves felt and 
acknowledged their impotence : feldom was an 
inftance difcovered of their wifli to injlire — ^more 
feldom ftill, of their energy. They had more 
than once been heard to fay, with pitiful in- 
genuoufnefs, in anfwer to reclamations which 
they allowed to be juft, " We will give orders ; 
" but we are fure that they will not be ex- 
*' ecuted." 

The grandees of the Ecclefiaftical State were 
neither the adverfaries nor the fupportcrs of that 
pufillanimous government. Without feeling any 
intereft in its profperity, they lived, with refpe£t 
to it, in the moft apathic neutrality. The fplen- 
dor of their race, and their great fortunes, might 
have given them at leaft fome influence:* but ef- 
feminacy and flavery had rendered them fo do- 
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generate that they would not have made any ' 
greater efforts to produce a revolution in Rome 
than they did to prevent it. They flood an un- 
refifling prey for the firfl invader, whether he 
came with views of conquefl or of emancipation. 
At the approach of the French army, they ad- 
vanced to meet liberty, not with the enthufiafm 
of men worthy of its bleflings, but with the do- 
cility of flaves. Fortunately for themfelves, for- 
tunately for the people, none of the nobles made 
any attempt at refiftance : and their paflive ac- 
quiefcence is attributable flill lefs to their want/ 
of energy than t6 their profound indifference ^ 
for the government under which they lived. 

Neverthelefs, with fuch fupports, with troops 
whofe compofition and difcipline were become 
proverbial, with a difcbntented people, Pius 
dared to provoke the French republic. Twice 
(he had difdained to overturn his tottering 
throne : its fubverfion was not an exploit whence 
flie could hope to derive an acceffion of glory : 
s the axe employed to cut down reeds? But an 
additional cringe decided the doom of the Ec- 
clefiaftical State. And although it fliould be 
proved that Pius had no diredl participation in 
that criminal deed, 'tis to him neverthelefj, to his 
want of fkill, his improvidence, his blind obfti- 
nacy, his fanatic provocations, that we mufl at- 
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tribute every thing which prepared v^d acce- 
lerated the cataftrophe of which he has fallen 
the vi£tim. Under him, the Roman (late had 
for many years been gradually perifhing in flow 
agonies : at the frown of exafperate France, it 
only comp'eted the a£l of dying which was al- 
ready be;)^iin. 

It will never experience a refurreflion, what- 
ever may be the events which. Italy is fore- 
doomed to witnefs. The faithful catholics may 
yet continue to beftow the appellation of 
" pope" on their fpiritual chief, eftabliftied 
wherever circumftances (hall permit: they may, 
notwithftandiiig this new tempeft by which their 
church has been (haken, ftlll repeat that '^ the 
** gates ot the grave (hall not prevail againft it :" 
but that amphibious fovereign, half man half 
god — for whom the fceptre and the cenfer 
jointly challenged the homage of mankind — has 
for ever difappeared; and, viewed under that 
twofold afpe£l, he will be regretted by none. 

Time will determine whether thofc who were 
his fubjeds — corrupted and enervated by every 
thing which can degrade the manly cha rafter- 
are worthy of being republicans. Whatever 
^may be the form of the government on which 
they fettle their choice, they will foon perceive 
that they could not but gain by any change; and. 
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convinced that their fo-long-retarded regene- 
ration could not otherwife have been effefted 
than by the excefs of former abufes and degra- 
dation, they will perhaps at fome future day 
blefs the pontificate of Pius the Sixth. 



END. 



S. Hamilton, Falcon-court^ Fieet-ftreet, London. 
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